THERE HAS BEEN NO AFFLICTION, NOR WILL THERE BE UNTIL THE HOUR IS ESTABLISHED, GREATER THAN THAT OF THE DAJJAL... ASSUREDLY ALLAH, THE MOST HIGH, IS NOT ONE-EYED, BUT 
INDEED THE FALSE MESSIAH (AL-MASIH AL-DAJAL) IS ONE-EYED,BLIND IN HIS RIGHT EYE, WITH HIS EYE RESEMBLING A FLOATING GRAPE... 
THE DAJJAL WILL BE ONE-EYED, BLIND IN HIS LEFT EYE, AND WILL HAVE THICK HAIR. HE WILL HAVE A PARADISE AND A FIRE WITH HIM, 
BUT HIS PARADISE WILL BE HIS FIRE AND HIS FIRE WILL BE HIS PARADISE...FORTY DAYS; ONE DAY LIKE A YEAR, ONE DAY 
LIKE A MONTH, ONE DAY LIKE A WEEK, AND THE REST OF THE DAYS LIKE YOUR DAYS...HOW FAST WILL HE TRAVEL THROUGH THE 
EARTH? LIKE THE CLOUDS WHEN THEY ARE DRIVEN BY THE WIND. HE WILL COME TO SOME PEOPLE AND 

CALL THEM, AND THEY WILL BELIEVE IN HIM AND RESPOND TO HIM. THEN HE WILL COMMAND 

THE SKY TO RAIN, AND THE EARTH TO PRODUCE VEGETATION, AND THEIR CATTLE WILL 

RETURN BACK TO THEM IN THE EVENING, WITH THEIR HUMPS VERY 

HIGH, AND THEIR UDDERS FULL OF MILK, AND THEIR FLANKS (SIDES) STRETCHED...FROM HIS FITNAH IS THAT HE WILL 

SAY TO A BEDOUIN, ‘DO YOU THINK THAT IF | RESURRECT YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER FOR YOU, WOULD YOU THEN 

TESTIFY THAT | AM YOUR LORD?’..HE WILL RESPOND... YES.’ ..THEN TWO SHAYANS (DEVILS) 

WILL TAKE THE APPEARANCE OF HIS FATHER AND MOTHER. AND WILL SAY TO HIM, ‘O MY SON! FOLLOW 

(AND BELIEVE IN) HIM, FOR VERILY HE 1S YOUR LORD. ..THEN HE WILL COME TO ANOTHER PEOPLE AND WILL CALL THEM, 

BUT THEY WILL REJECT HIM. SO HE WILL LEAVE THEM AND THEY WILL BE STRICKEN WITH FAMINE, LEFT 

WITH NO WEALTH IN THEIR HANDS. HE WILL PASS BY RUINS AND WILL SAY, ° 

BRING FORTH YOUR TREASURE!’ - AND THE TREASURE WILL FOLLOW HIM LIKE A SWARM OF BEES. 

THEN HE WILL CALL A MAN OVERFLOWING IN YOUTH, AND WILL STRIKE HIM WITH A SWORD AND CUT HIM IN 

TWO, THEN (HE WILL PLACE THE PIECES APART FROM ONE ANOTHER) THE DISTANCE OF 

AN ARCHER FROM HIS TARGET. THEN HE WILL CALL HIM, AND 

THE YOUNG MAN WILL COME FORWARD SMILING, WITH HIS FACE HINING...SEEK PROTECTION WITH YOU 

FROM THE FITNAH OF THE DUNYA (MEANING: THE FITNAH OF THE DAJJAL)... THE DAJJAL WILL EMERGE AMONG MY UMMAH AND 

WILL STAY FOR FORTY... THEN ALLAH WILL SEND) ISA IBN MARYAM, WHO RESEMBLES ‘URWAH IBN MAS'UD, AND 

HE WILL SEEK HIM, AND KILL HIM...THE DAJJAL WILL EMERGE AT A TIME WHEN 

RELIGIOUS COMMITMENT IS LOW AND KNOWLEDGE HAS DECREASED... THEN ISA IBN 

MARYAM WILL DESCEND JUST BEFORE DAWN AND WILL CALL PEOPLE, SAYING, 


0 PEOPLE, WHAT IS PREVENTING YOU FROM COMING OUT AGAINST THIS EVIL LIAR?... 
THEY WILL SAY, ‘THIS MAN IS A JINNEE’, THEN THEY WILL SET OUT AND BEHOLD 


THEY WILL SEE ISA IBN MARYAM. THE IQAMAH WILL BE GIVEN FOR THE PRAYER, 

AND IT WILL BE SAID TO HIM, ‘GO FORWARD (T0 LEAD THE PRAYER), 0 SPIRIT OF ALLAH. 
HE WILL SAY, LET YOUR IMAM GO FORWARD AND LEAD YOU IN PRAYER. 

WHEN HE HAS PRAYED THE MORNING (FAJR) PRAYER. THEY WILL GO OUT TO MEET 

HIM (THE DAJJAL) AND WHEN HE SEES THE GREAT LIAR, HE WILL START 

TO DISSOLVE LIKE SALT IN WATER. ISA WILL GO TO HIM AND KILL HIM 
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Transliteration ‘Table 


Consonants. Arabic 


initial: unexpressed medial and final: 


, ' we - 7‘ 
Sho. dah - ie, 
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Oh a. a Won 
Ch ish 8 
C kh V4, $$ 8q Gy 


Vowels, diphthongs, etc. 


— Short: > a — i — iu 
long: laa 54 a on i 
diphthongs: $— aw 


isu ay 


_ THE MEANING OF THE WORD 
— MASIH- 


three opinions tegarding the derivation of this word;' 


| A‘ BU ‘ABDULLAH AL-QURTUBI has mentioned twenty- 
while the author of a/Oamus has extended it to fifty. 


This word is applied to someone who is either very truthful 
(al-Siddiq) ot to someone who is a misguiding habitual liar (a/- 
Dali al-Kathab). a : 


Therefore, a-Masih (Messiah) ‘Isa ibn Maryam (‘alayhis-salam) is 
the very truthful; while a-Masih al-Dagal is the misguiding ha- 


bitual liar. 


So Allah has created two messiahs, both are in complete con- 
trast of to the other. 


‘Isa ibn Maryam (Jesus the son of Mary) is the Masih of guid- 


' See: at Tadbkira’, [p.679]. 


> See: ‘Tartib ul-Oamus’ [4/239]. The author of al-Qamis has'stated that he has 
mentioned these opinions in his book: ‘Sharh Mashariqul al-Anwar and others. 
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ance, who healed the blind, the lepers, and gave life to the dead 
by Allah’s permission. Whereas the false messiah (a/-masih al- 
dayal) - may Allah curse him - is the messiah of misguidance who 
will subject mankind to trial and tribulations, by means of the 
sions that he will be given. For instance, bringing down rain, 
reviving the earth with vegetation and other miracles besides ~ 
these. 


Moteover the Daijal is called a-Maszh because one of his eyes 
is mamsub (lit. ‘wiped’; smoothed or abraded), or because he will 
travel throughout the (entire) earth (yamsahu) in forty days.’ 


The former view is more correct, due to what is mentioned in 
the hadith narrated by Muslim from Anas ibn Malik, who said: 


“The Messenger of Allah (:¥8) said: 


elle aaa guide Al O's, 


“The Dajjal will be blind (mamsuh) in one eye, en. 
between his eyes will be written ‘kaj7r’...”” * 


> See: ‘al Nihayah-fi-gharibi-hadith’ |4/326-327] and ‘ksan ul-‘Arab’ [2594-595]. 


* Sahih Muslim: Kitab ul-Fitan wa asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dajal, [18/61] wi 
‘Sharh al-Nanwawi i Mushm.’ ; 
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THE MEANING OF THE WORD 
— DAJAL . 


saying: “Dajjala al-ba’ir (he tarred the camel)’, that is, he 
smeared and coated it in tar. Hence its original meaning 
is mixing, so one would say: “dajal@ he coated and mixed." Con- 


A S FOR THE WORD DAJJAL, then it is taken from their 


sequently, the Dajjal is one who mixes and confuses (truth with 
falsehood), who lies habitually and also who comes with miracu- 
lous feats. 


Moteover, the word is on the measure of (/a'a/a) which is one 
of the forms (in Arabic) which conveys doing the action of the 
original verb intensely. Therefore the Dajjal’s deception and lies 
will be severe and in abundance.’ 


Its plural is Dajalun and according to Imam Malik Dajajila, which 
is a broken plural.’ 


' See: Gsan ul-‘Arab’ [(11/236-237| and ‘Tartib ulQamus’ (2/152). 
* See: ‘an-Nihayah-f-gharibi-hadith’ |2/152]. 


> See: “san ul-‘Arab’ [11/236]. 
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Al-Qurtubi has mentioned that the word Dajjal in the (Arabic) 
language is applied in ten different senses.* 


Furthermore, the word Dajjal has become such a distinguished 
name, applied only to the one-eyed lying masip, that when Dayal 
is mentioned nothing besides it comes to mind. 


He is also called Dayjal for he covers truth with falsehood, or 
because he covers and conceals his disbelief (Aw7) to the peo- 
ple; by way of lying, falsifying (the truth) and deceiving, It is 
also said due to him covering the matter via the great number of 
his gathering.”° 


And Allah knows best. 


* See: ‘a/-Tadbkira’ [p.657]. ° 
> The people who will believe in him and following him. 


° See: ‘isan ul-‘Arab’ [11/236-237| and ‘Tartib ul-Qamus’ [2/152]. 
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THE DESCRIPTIONS OF DAJJAL 
AND THE NARRATIONS 
RELATING THEM 


HE DAJJAL WILL BE A MAN from among the sons 

of Adam. He has many descriptions, as occurs in the 

abadith. In order to familiarise people about him and to 
watn them of his evil. So when he appears, the believers will 
recognise him and will not succumb to his finah’. On the con- 
trary, they will have exact knowledge concerning his descrip- 
tions, which the Truthful One (the Prophet 4) has informed us 
about. These descriptions will distinguish him from other peo- 
ple. He will deceive only one who is ignorant, whose wretched- 
ness has been decreed. We ask Allah to preserve us. | 


' Fitnah: pi. fitan., trials, tribulations, civil strife. 3 
The fitnah (trial, tribulation) of the Dajjal will be the greatest fitnah ever, seen 
from the time that Allah created Adam until the onset of the Day of Judgement, 
and this will be because of the power that Allah will permit him to have, of 
working great miracles that will amaze and confuse the people. There are ahadith 
that describe how he will have a ‘paradise’ and a ‘hell’, but his paradise will in fact 
be a hell, and vice versa. He will have rivers of water and mountains of bread. He 
will command the sky to rain, and it will rain, and he will command the earth to | 
bring forth its produce, and it will bring forth its produce. The treasures of the 
eatth will follow him, and he will travel though the earth at great speed, like rain 
driven by the wind. | | 
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From these descriptions are: 


" He will be a young man 

= With a ruddy (reddish) complexion, 

" Most enormous (not necessary in height) 

=» Short in stature, 

"  Pigeon-toed 

# With thick curly hair, 

=» A wide forehead, © 

» An extremely broad upper chest, 

=" He will be hunchbacked 

" Blind or defective (wamsuh) in the right eye, this eye will 
be neither (na’tiah) bulging (in its socket) nor (ahrax) 
sunken (from its socket), but will be more like a floating 
grape. 

= Upon his left eye there will be a thick piece of skin 
(zafarah).? 

= Written between his eyes will be ‘Ka fa’ ra or (K-F-R)’, 
in separable (Arabic), or “kafir’, inseparable, which will 
be read by every Muslim, literate or illiterate. 

= Another of his descriptions will be that he will be a 
barren man with no child born to him > 


Here are some authentic narrations in which the above de- 
scriptions ate mentioned. 


They ate also form part of the evidence (daf/) which prove 
that the Dajjal will (definitely) appear: 


2 A piece of flesh, which grows from the outer part of the eye which sometimes 
extends to the black part (of the pupil) and covers it. See ‘a+-Nihayah-ft-gharibr'l- 
hadith’ [3/157 and 4/279]. | - | 
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The Descriptions of Dayal ¢» the Narrations relating them 


1. From ‘Abd-Allah ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them 
both), who said: “The Messenger of Allah (3g) said: 


Us) elses j Ca gl cell AG OT Lets 


“Gls Ais Cat cil i jt ia 
ms (Xa ye tye CoS oe 4a) Cale 


“#9 o 


se “jal Ux 8 ath sap ay 
das, dite Avie 4% ate OS cpl *) gel cul yl See Xe: 
Ui Ay ll vid OAM | ltd (Sa tye tot 


‘a os 


“Whilst I was sleeping, I saw myself performing Zawaf 
around the Ka’bah, when I saw a dark man with 
straight hair, standing between two other men, with 
water dripping from his head. I asked, ‘Who is this?” 
They said, “The son of Maryam.’ 

Then I turned and saw a ruddy-complexioned man, — 
well built, with curly hair, blind in his right eye, with 
his eye looking like a floating grape. 

I asked, ‘Who is this?’ 

They said, “This is the Dajjal.’ The person who looks 


most like him is Ibnu Qatan.”’ * 4 


> Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab ul-Fitan, bab dhikr ul-Dajal, (13/90] with a/-Fath. Sahih 
Muslim, Kitab ul-Iman, bab dhikr al-Masih ibn Maryam wa l-Masih ul-Dapal, [2/237 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwani l Mushm.’ 


4 Tbn Qatan: His name is ‘Abdul-‘uzzah ibn Qatan ibn Amr al-Khuza’th. His 
mother was Hala bint Khuwaylid, he has no companionship and died in /ahihyah. 
As for that which is narrated that he said to the Prophet (3g): “Will my resemblance 
to him, harm me?’ He (3) replied: ‘No, you are a Muslim and he is a Kafr.’ | 

Then this is a weak addition from the narration of al-Mas‘tdi who confused 
it with another narration. See ‘Takg Ahmad Shakir ‘ala Musnad Ahmad’ [(15/30-31], 
‘Al lsabah fi tamyiz al-Sahabah’ [4/239\ and ‘Fath ul-Bar? (6/477, 13/101]. 
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2. It was also narrated from Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased 
with them both) that the Messenger of Allah (4) mentioned the 
Dajjal to the people and said: 


“age dy 0 I yee Cdl 164 all GS 
Ate ate SS tell ciel aH Jaa 
44a 


“Assuredly Allah, the Most High, is not one-eyed, 
but indeed the false messiah (a/+-masth al-dayal) is one- 
eyed, blind in his right eye, with his eye resembling a 
floating grape...” ° 


3. In the lengthy hadith narrated by al-Nawwas ibn Sam’an 
(may Allah be pleased with him) it says: the Messenger of Allah 
(#2) mentioned the Dajjal one morning. Sometimes he described 
him as insignificant and sometimes he described him as so sig- 
nificant that we thought that he was in the cluster of date-palm 
trees... 


One of the descriptions of the Dajjal is that he was described 
as: 


Say With AIS Wit ate Las Lia ay 
Oa ot oie 
“He will be a young man with very thick curly hair, 


with his (right) eye floating, It is as if he looks like 
‘Abd al-"Uzza ibn Qatan.” ° 


° Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab ul-Fitan, bab dhikr ul-Dayal, [13/90] with al-Fath. Sahih 
Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dagal, [18/59] with ‘Sharh al- 
Nawwani li Mushm.’ 


° Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dajal, [18/65] with 
‘Sharh al-Nawwani i Mushm.’ 
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4. It was narrated from “Ubadah ibn al-Samit (may Allah be 
pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allah (¥g) said: 


‘igel See Gal Sead UY USAW Gane 
Cuull oU3 el pee Uy AL Cat Cll Gs galls 
: ely Cuil AR | O} | gale-la a&ile 
“The Dajjal will be a short (in stature), pigeon-toed, 
with think curly hair. He will be one-eyed, being nei- 
ther (xa’tah) bulging (from its socket) nor (ahrau) 
sunken (in its socket), but will be more like a floating 
grape. If you become confused about him, then 
know, assutedly that your Lord is not one-eyed.” ’ 


5. Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “The 
Messenger of Allah (2) said: 


tel ci gel WB AM Aas Hy 
fa 48 all ( UAL Je ‘ Agia 
“As for the false masth of misguidance, then cer- 


tainly he will be one-eyed, with a wide forehead and 
broad upper chest, and he will be hunchbacked...” ° | 


6. And in the hadith of Hudhayfah (may Allah be pleased with 
him) said: “The Messenger of Allah () said: 


’ Sunan Abt Dawid, [11/443] with ‘dwn u-Ma’ bad.’ This hadith is sahih - see: 
Sabth al-Jami al-Saghir’ ,{2/317-318, no. 2455]. 


8 Musnad of Imam Ahmad [15/27-30] with Ahmad Shakir’s checking who said: 
‘Its chain of transmission is sahih’, also declared hasan by ibn Kathir. 


21 


THE DAJJAL AND THE RETURN OFJESUS 


dna aan fee a *yge) SRA 
6 aan, 4& wt "4, 4am 


“The Dajjal will be pie blind or defective in 
his left eye, and very hairy. He will have with him a 
paradise and a hell, but his hell will be a paradise and 
his paradise will be a hell.” ° 


7. According to the hadith of Anas (may Allah be pleased with 
him), the Prophet (gg) said: 
SAIS Ga sia Aihe Oth O 


“and between his eyes will be written ‘Rafir.”’ '° 


According to another report: 


alate US 07) 5) 5 ca ol alg a 
“Then he pronounced ‘kaf fa’ ra (individually); every 
Muslim shall read it.” ™ 


According to a report narrated by Hudhayfah (may Allah be 
pleased with him), the Prophet () said: 


AR - oo 


IS Ey IS (ape UK 875 8 
° Sahih Muslim, K7tab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dagal, [18/59] with 
‘Sharh an-Nawwani Li Mushm.’ 


© Sahih al-Bukhati, Kitab ul-Fitan, bab dhikr ul-Dajjal, [13/91] with a/-Fath. Sahih 
Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ut- Des [18/59] with ‘Sharh al- 


Nawwani li Muskm.’ 


4 Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dbikr ul-Dagal, [18/59] 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwani hk Mushm.’ 
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“This will be read by every believer, literate or 
illiterate.” '” 


This inscription which will be between the eyes of the Dayal 
is true and real,’* according to the obvious meaning of the narra- 
tions relating them. It should not pose any difficulty that some 
people will observe this inscription, to the exclusion of others. 
Even if the individual 1s illiterate, ‘...and that is because Allah 
will create the ability of discernment in the eyesight, for the 
believing servant when and how He wishes to do so. Thus, the 
believer will observe it with the (clear) vision of his eyes, de- 
spite of him being illiterate, while the disbeliever will not see it 
even if he is literate. As the believer sees the evidences (of the 
truth)'* with the insight of his vision, as opposed to the disbe- 
liever. Consequently, Allah will create for the believer (the abil- 
ity of) discernment, without prior learning, because in that time 
extraordinary things will be happening,’ »° 


al-Nawawi said: “The correct view upon which those who have 
reseatched (thoroughly) this issue is that this inscription is to be 
taken, according to its obvious meaning, which is that it is a true 
(and a real) inscription, Allah will make it a (great) sign and a 
proof from the many clear cut signs, disclosing (the Dajjal) ujr 
(disbelief), his Aath7b (lie) and rendering him futile; which Allah — 


"2 Sahih Muslim, [18/61] with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Muslim.’ 


* As opposed to those who say that it’s meaning is allegorical... See ‘Sharh al- 
Nanwawt i Mushm.’ \18/60-61] and ‘Fath ul-Bari’ (13/100). 


“ 1e., that Allah, His Angels, His Messengers, His Books, the Hereafter etc are 
true. TN 7 


® See ‘Fath ul-Bari’ by Ibn Hajr al-‘Asqallani [13/100]. 


‘© i.e., that he is the Lord of all creation. 
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the Most Sublime, will manifest to every Muslim, literate or illit- 
erate. And will conceal it, from whomever He wishes to put to 
trial, or to become from the wretched; and there is no reason 
why this should be impossible.’ *’ 


8. From his descriptions, too, is that which has come in the 
hadith of Fatimah bint Qays (may Allah be pleased with her), in 
the story of a/Jassasah, in which Tamim al-Dati — Allah be 
pleased with him) said; 


alae! a8 (31a “yl Uitas cote lel ys ULL 
1, oudl’, ats Las sya) 


“90 We hastened quickly @with him) till we reached 
the monastery, and there behold! We saw the most 
enormous human we had ever seen, most severely 
fettered with chains...” '° 


9. Similarly, in the hadith of ‘Imran ibn Husayn (may Allah be 
pleased with him) who said: ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah (8) 
say: 


Go 9S! GR HEL (1S ot SI GE UU 
Jaa 


“There is no creation, since the creation of Adam 
until the Hour is established, more enormous than 


"Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dagal, [18/50] 
with ‘Sharh an-Nawwawi Li Muslim.’ 


'8 Sahih Muslim, K7tab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dajal, [18/81] 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Mushm.’ 
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The Descriptions of Dayal ¢» the INarrations relating them 
the Dajjal.”’ 


10. And as for the Dajjal bearing no children, then that is due 
to what occurs in the hadith of Aba Sa‘fd al-Khudti (may Allah 
be pleased with him), in his story with Ibn Sayyad, for he said to 
Abt Sa‘id al-Khudri: 


aig le gl the all Ugh) Cheata a 

ty ted Ad A WA 6 
“Did you not hear the Messenger of Allah (#2) say 
that he will have no child? ...” Aba Sa‘d replied, “Yes, 


of course...” 7° 


9 Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dagal, (18/50| 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwani hk Mushm.’ 


20 Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dagal, (18/50 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi l Mushm.’ 
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Harmonising between the various 
narrations, concerning the description of the eyes 
of Dayal 


It has been observed in the preceding reports that some of 
them describe his right with a‘war;”' while in some his left eye is 
described with a‘war, and all of these narrations are (sahip) au- 
thentic... 


al-Hafiz ibn Hajr held the view that the hadith of ‘Abdullah 
ibn “Umar cited in both al-Bukhari and Muslim - in which his 
right eye is described with awaris more stronger than the narra- 
tion in Sahih Muslim - in which his left eye is described with 
a'war, because something agreed upon its authenticity is more 
stronger than something besides it.” 


al-Qadi ‘Iyad said: ‘Both eyes of the Dajjal are defective, be- 
cause all the narrations (about him) are (sahzh) authentic. So the 
eye which is effaced (matmusah), also and defaced (mamsuh), is 
the “a'war - that is the eye whose vision has gone, which is the 
right eye: As occurs in the hadith of “Abdullah ibn ‘Umar. Whereas 
on the left eye there will be a thick piece of skin (covering it), 
which will be protruding, which is also defective. So the Dajjal 
in reality, is one eyed in both - that is, impaired. For (linguisti- 
cally) one who is a/-a‘war is considered defective. Consequently, | 
both of the Dayjal’s eyes are impaired, one due to its sight being 
removed (completely), and the other because of its 
defectiveness.’ 
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Blindness, being one eyed. 


2 See Fath ul-Bari’, [13/97]. 
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al-Nawawi concerning this reconciliation (of the previous nar- 
tations) said: ‘It is excellent.’ ” 


Similarly Aba ‘Abdullah al-Qurtubi approved of it” as well.” 


3 See ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi li Muslim.’, (2/235). 
*  Al-Qadi ‘Tyad’s reconciliation. 


> See ‘at-Tadhkira’ |p.679). 


2 


IS THE DAJJAL ALIVE NOW? AND 
WAS HE PRESENT IN THE TIME 
OF THE PROPHET (3)? 


S THE DAJJAL ALIVE NOW? And was he present in the 
time of the Messenger of Allah (:g)? 

Before answering these two questions it is imperative firstly, 

to know about Ibn Sayyad, was he the Dajjal or someone else 


(besides him)? 


And secondly, if the Dajjal is someone other than Ibn Sayyad 
then is he alive now, before he appears with his great (/i/am) trials 
and tribulation, or not? 
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-IBN SAYYAD 


IS NAME JS Safi, it is also said ‘Abd-Allah ibn (the son 
of) Sayyad or Said." 
He was one of the Jews of Madinah, and it was also said that 
he was one of the Ansar. 


He was young at the time when the Prophet (4%) came to 
Madinah. | 


Ibn Kathir has mentioned that he embraced Islam, and his son 
‘Umara was from the leaders of the 7abz’tn, whom the likes of 
Imam Malik narrated from and others (besides him).? 


al-Dhahabi has given his biography in his book, ‘7ajnd asma 1s- 


' See ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [3/220], [6/164], and ‘Umda tu’lQari Sharh Sahib al-Bukhar’’, 
[8/170], [14/278-303] by Badr-ul-Din al-‘Ayni, Dar-ul-fikr edition, and ‘a+ Nibayah 
al-Fitan wa’l-Malabim’, [1/128], and ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Mush’, (18/46], and 
“Awn ul-Ma‘ua’, {11/478}, and ‘Tthaf ul-Jama‘ah’ (2/63-64], and ‘at-Tasrih bima 
Lawahr fi nuzal u-Masth’, [p. 183-185] with Shaykh ‘Abdul-Fattah’s notes. 


* See ‘al-Nihayah al-Fitan wa’l-Malabim’, {1/128}, checked by Dr Taha Zini. 
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Sahaba’, he said ‘Abdullah ibn Sayyad ibn Shahin’ mentioned 
him and said: ‘He is Ibn Sa’id; his father was a Jew. And ‘Abdullah 
was born one eyed, circumcised - about whom it was said, that 
he is the Dayjal. Then he embraced Islam (after the Prophet’s 
(#2) death), so he is a 7abi’7, who had a vision.’ *° 


Similarly, al-Hafiz ibn Hajr has chronicled him in ‘4/4 /sabah’, 
and cited what al-Dhahabi mentioned, but added: ‘...from his 
progeny is “Um4ara ibn “Abdullah ibn Sayyad - who was from 
amongst the best of the Muslims. From the close companions 
of Sa‘id ibn ul-Musayyib. Malik and others narrated from him.’ 


Then al-Hafiz ibn Hajr mentioned a number of abadith pertain- 
ing to Ibn Sayyad - which shall be shortly mentioned. 


He then said: ‘All in all, no meaning is alluded to (1e., the 
narrations which mentions him) that Ibn Sayyad is from amongst 
the Companions. For if he is the Dajjal, then he can never be a 
Companion, because he will die as a Rafir. But if he is not, then 


> He is al-Hafiz Abu Hafs ‘Umar ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman ibn Shahin al- 
Baghdadi, the admonisher, the exegist (of the Qur’an). He was from the great 
memorizers of hadith and from the great vessels of knowledge - who penned 
many writings - predominantly in Tzfirand History (Ta’rkh). He died in the year 
375AH - may Allah have mercy on him. See his biography in ‘Shadharat ul-Thahab’ 
[3/17], and ‘ALA Yam’ , [5/40] of Zarkalis. 


* ‘That is - He saw the Prophet (4) before he was a Muslim, but embraced after 
his (4) death. | 


> See ‘Tajrid asma’ ul-Sahabah’, [1/319 no. 3366] by al-Hafiz al-Dhahabi, published 
by Dat-ul-Ma’rifah, Beirut. 
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he is like one who met the Prophet and was not a Muslim.’ ° 


However, if he embraced Islam afterwards, then he is a Tabi’ 
who has a vision as al-Dhahabi said. 


Additionally, Ibn Hajr has given the biography of “Umara ibn 
Sayyad in his book ‘Tadhibh ul-Tadthib’ - so he said: “Umiatra ibn 
‘Abdullah ibn Sayyad al-Ansari - Aba Ayyub al-Madani. Who 
reported from: Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah, Sa‘fd ibn al-Musayyib, Ata 
ibn Yassar. Those who reported from him: Al-Dahhak ibn 
‘Uthman al-Kuzami, Imam Malik ibn Anas and others besides 
them two.’ 


Ibn Ma‘in and al-Nisa7i said: “Trustworthy (¢hzgq).’ 


Ibn Sa‘d said: ‘He was trustworthy (¢higa) who never had nat- 
rated many hadith.’ 


Abu Hatim said: ‘He was (Sa4h ul-hadith) good (narrator) of 
hadith.’ | | 


Moreover, Imam Malik ibn Anas would not put anyone before 
him in terms of excellence. They would say, “We are Banu 
Ushayhib ibn al-Najjar but Banti Najjar stopped them saying this. 
So today they are allied to Bana Malik ibn Najjar and no one 
knows who they descend from.’ ’ 


° See ‘ALIsabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah’, (in the section) of who’s name is ‘Abdullah, 
[3/133 no.6609); by al-Hafiz ibn Hajr al-Asqalani. 


" See ‘Tadhibh ul-Tadthib’, [7/417 no. 681]. 
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His state of affairs 


Ibn Sayyad was a Dajjal (a liar), who used to fortune-tell, some- 
times what he said came true, and most of the times it did not. 
News of which soon dispersed amongst the people, till it be- 
came wide spread that he is the Dajjal. As shall be mentioned 
when the Prophet (2) scrutinised him. 


The Prophet (a) scrutiny of him 


When the matter of Ibn Sayyad became prevalent, that he is 
the Dajjal. The Prophet decided to examine and scrutinise his 
condition. So he went to him secretly, in order not to be recog- 
nized by Ibn Sayyad - hoping that he may hear something from 
him (disclosing his condition). He used to direct certain ques- 
tions to him - which would thereby expose his true reality. _ 


Salim ibn ‘Abd-Allah informed me that Ibn Umar (may Allah 
be pleased with him) informed him that Umar set out in a group 
of men with the Prophet (3g), in the direction of Ibn Sayyad, 
and they (eventually) found him playing with some boys near 
the battlement® of Banu Maghilah.’ At the time Ibn Sayyad was 
on the threshold of puberty. 


He was unaware (of the Prophet’s presence) until the Prophet 


(2) struck him on the back with his hand and he said to Ibn 
Sayyad: | 


5 Battlement’ refers to a structure like a fortress. 


° Maghalah was a tribe of the Ansar. See ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [3/120]. 
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Lbn Sayyad 
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“.Do you beat witness that I am the Messenger of 
Allahe”’ 

Ibn Sayyad looked at him and said, “I bear witness 
that you ate the Messenger of the wmmiyin'®,” and con- 
tinued, “Do you bear witness that I am the messen- 
ger of Allah?” 

He rejected it and said, “I believe in Allah and His 
Messengers.” Then he asked him, “What do you see?” 
Ibn Sayyad said, “(Sometimes) a truthful one comes 
to me and (sometimes) a liar comes.” 


'0 That is - the unlettered ones, i.e., the Bedouin Arabs. 
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The Prophet (4) responded, “You are confused.” 
Then the Prophet (#8) said to him, “I am concealing 
something from you (so what ts it?).” 

Ibn Sayyad said, “It is a-dukh” ” 

The Prophet (#2) said to him, “Be off with you! You 


will never go beyond your rank.” 


Thereupon ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said, “Permit me to strike his neck (kill him), O Mes- 
senger of Allah.” 

The Prophet (&) said, “If he is he (the Dajjal), then 
you will not be able to overpower him, and if he is 
not (the Dajjal), then there is no good in you killing 
him.” 7 | | 


In another narration the Prophet (4g) said to him; 
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"’ Referring to Sérah al-Dukhan (the Smoke), however, he cut it short according 
to way of the fortunetellers; as the Prophet (7g) said, “They (the jun) would pass 
the information back down until it reaches the lips of magician or fortuneteller. 
Sometimes a meteor would overtake them before they could pass it on. If they 
passed it on before it on before being struck, they would add to it a hundred 
lies.” Also ‘Aishah reported that when she asked Allah’s Messenger (#8) about 
fortunetellers, he replied that they were nothing. She then mentioned that the 
fortunetellers sometimes told them matters, which were true. The Prophet (Be) 
said: “That is a bit of truth which the /izn steals and cackles in the ear of his 
friend; but he mixes along with it a hundred lies.’ [Sahih al-Bukhari]. T.N. 


2 Sahih al-Bukhati, Kitab al-Jana’iz, [3/317|; with ‘Fath ul-Bari’. 
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“And what do you see?” 

He said: “I see a throne over water.” 

Thereupon the Messenger of Allah (sg) said: “You 
see the throne of /b/s upon the ocean - and what 
else do you see?” 

He said: “I see two truthful (one) and a liar or two 
liars and one truthful (one).” 

Thereupon Messenger of Allah (g) said: “Leave him. 
He has been confused.” ” 


Ibn “Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 
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“After that the Messenger of Allah (8%) and “Ubayy 
ibn Ka’b set off to go to some date-palm trees where 
Ibn Sayyad was. The Prophet (#g) concealed himself 
in order to hear something from Ibn Sayyad, before 
Ibn Sayyad would see him. The Prophet (4) saw him 
lying on his bed with a velvet blanket around him 


© Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ibn Sayyad (18/49-50] 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi li Mushm.’ 
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from which was coming a murmuring sound.” 
The mother of Ibn Sayyad saw the Messenger of 
Allah (8g) concealing himself behind the trunk of 
the palm-tree and said, “O Saf!” - which was (also) 
his name -“Muhammad (#4)! Is here” 

Ibn Sayyad jumped up and the Prophet (#g) said, “If 
she had left him alone, things would have been made 


clear.”’ 1 1 


Abt Dhar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates: 
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“Allah’s Messenger (#) dispatched me to Ibn Sayyad’s 
mother and said: “Ask her how long did she bear 
him for?’ When I reached her I asked her. 

She said: “I was pregnant with him for twelve 
months.” 


The Prophet (#g) then sent me again and said: “Ask 


“From which was coming a murmuring sound’, means, a low voice, or 
moving the lips as in speech, or speaking in an indistinct manner. See ‘Fath ul- 
Bari’, (3/220-221] for the commentary on the above hadith in Kitab al-Jana’iz. 

© Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Jana’iz, [3/318]; with ‘Fath ul-Bari’. 


‘6 That is - whether Ibn Sayyad was the Dajjal or not. 
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her about his (first) cry when she delivered him?” I 
returned to her and asked her. 

She said: “He cried/screamed like a month old child.” 
Then the Prophet (g) went himself and asked Ibn 
Sayyad. “Indeed, I am concealing SOmeunne from 
you, (so what is it)?” 

He replied: “You are concealing from me a dust 
stricken snout (Aatm)'’ of a sheep (afra’) and al- 
Dukhan.” 


He intended to say a-Dukhan but was unable to, but instead 
said: “alDukh, al-Dukh.” 


So the Prophet (4%) examined (and scrutinized) him in order 
to know the truth concerning his affair. 


And what is intended by a-Dukhan (the Smoke) here is Allah’s 


the Sublime’s statement: 


cade (RA Zl SG a's 


“Then wait you for the Day when the sky will 
bring forth a visible smoke.” 
[Surah al-Dukhan: 10] 


For it occurs in the narration of Ibn “Umar, reported by Imam 
Ahmad: 


" Musnad of Ahmad [5/148], Ibn Hajr said concerning its chain of transmission 
‘Sahih.’ See ‘Fath ul-Bar’’, [13/325]. 

Al-Haythami said: It is reported by Ahmad, al-Bazzat and at-Tabarani in ‘4/ 
Awsat’. The men in the chain of Ahmad are the same men of Sahih al-Bukhari, 
except al-Harith ibn Husyra who is ‘tiga’ trustworthy and reliable. See Majma 
Agzuwd ta [8/2-3}. 
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Aoi) Ute GA a ole a 

( ate pyloy 5 Lal 
“T am concealing something from you.” Which was, 
‘Then wait you for the Day when the sky will 


bring forth a visible smoke.” 
[Surah al-Dukhan : 10}'° 


Ibn Kathir has said: ‘Indeed Ibn Sayyad use to divulge (in the 
matters of the unseen) as the fortunetellers used to - that is - on 
the tongues of the Jinn; who abbreviate speech. For this reason 
he said: ‘a/Dukh, al-DukP’ implying a/-Dukhan. It was then that 
Allah’s Messenger (#2) recognized (the basis of) his matter 
(madda), and that it is devilish, and there upon replied: “Be off 
with you! You will never exceed your rank.” " 


His Death 
Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) reported: 
‘We lost Ibn Sayyad on the day (battle) of al-Harrah.’ ” 


Ibn Hajr has authenticated this report, while he declared weak 
the opinion of those who say, Ibn Sayyad died in Madinah, and 
that they uncovered his face and prayed on him.’! 


"8 Musnad of Ahmad [5/148], hadith (no.6360) with Ahmad Shakir’s checking 
who said: ‘Its chain is sahih (authentic).’ 


°° See ‘Tafsir ibn Kathir, [8/234]. 
20 Sunan Aba Dawid [11/479], with “Awn u-Ma bud. 


See ‘Fath ul-Bari’ (13/328]. 
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IS IBN SAYYAD THE GREAT 
DAJJAL? 


states of Ibn Sayyad and the Prophet (g) scrutiny of 

him has preceeded. Which collectively show that the 
Prophet (8%) was undecided regarding the reality of Ibn Sayyad, 
because it was not revealed to him by revelation wat) whether 
he was the Dayjal or not. 


Ts DISCUSSION CONCERNING THE (various) 


‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) swore 
that he was the Dajjal in the presence of the Prophet (3g), and 
the Prophet (2) did not disapprove of that. Many of the Com- 
panions held the same view of “Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah 
be pleased with him) and used to swear to that effect that Ibn 
Sayyad is the Dajjal, as is established from Jabir, Ibn ‘Umar and 
Abit Dharr. 


Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir' said: 


1 He is Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir ibn ‘Abdullah ibn al- 
Hadayr ibn “Abdul-‘uzzah al-Taymi. A #ab7’, one of the distinguished Imams, 
who narrated (directly) from some Companions and died in the year 131 AH. See 
his biography ‘Tadhib al-Tadbib’ ,[9/473-475}. 
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cae 
“T saw Jabir ibn ‘Abd-Allah swear by Allah that Ibn 
al-Sa’id was the Dajjal. I said, ‘Do you swear by Allah?’ 
He said, ‘I heard “Umar ibn al-Khattab swear to that 
effect in the presence of the Prophet (8), and the 
Prophet (4) did not disapprove of that.”’ 7 


And from Nafi® who said: 
maid Lf WG al, U5 i BOS 
| alee CH all 


“Ibn ‘Umar used to say: ‘By Allah, I do not doubt 
that a-Masih al-Dajal is (other than) Ibn Sayyad.”’ 4 


On the authority of Zayd ibn Wahb? who said: ‘that Aba Dharr 


2 Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-‘Abtisdm bi Kitabi wa’l-Sunnab, [13/223] with al-Fath. 
Sahih Muslim, K7tab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat as-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ibn Sayyad [(18/52-53] 


with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Muslim.’ 


> He is Abu ‘Abdullah, al-Fagth, al-Madani, the freed slave of Ibn Umar who 
fell to his lot in some of his expeditions, who narrated from many Companions. 
He was reliable and trustworthy (¢hiqa), who had many narrations and died in the 


year 119AH. See his biography ‘Tadhib al-Tadhib’ , [9/473-475]. 


* Sunan Abi Dawad [11/483], Ibn Hajr said: Its chain of transmission is 


authentic.’ ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [13/325]. 


> He is Abi Sulayman, Zayd ibn Wahb, al-Juhani, al-Kufi. He set out to meet the 
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(may Allah be pleased with him) said: 


ane 2 ee cree ak 
dal’y boy I oe Coll Ge pasts g 
«It is more beloved to me, that I swear ten oaths 


(by Allah) that Ibn Sayyad is the Dayal, than to swear 
once that he is not.” ° 


o® 


And from Nafi’, who said: 
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Ibn “Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) met Ibn 
Sayyad on one of the paths of Madinah, and said to 
him something which made him so angry that he 
swelled up and filled the entire path. Ibn ‘Umar went 
to Hafsah (may Allah be pleased with her) and told 
her about this. 


Prophet (2), however, the Prophet (4) died, while he was on his journey. He 
reported from many Companions, like, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, ‘Uthman ibn 
Affan, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, Aba Dharr and others (may Allah be pleased with 
them). He was reliable and trustworthy (¢hiqah), who narrated many ahadith. He 
died in the year 96AH (may Allah have mercy upon him). 


; Reported by Imam Ahmad, its verification has preceded. 
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She said, “May Allah have mercy upon you! Why did 
you upset Ibn Sayyad? Do you not know that the 
Messenger of Allah (8) said: “Verily, he (the Dajjal) 
will emerge when something makes him very 


angry?” 7 


Nafi‘ reported that Ibn “Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said: 
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“...1. met Ibn Sayyad twice and said to some of them 
(his friends): Are you discussing that it is him oe 
Ibn Sayyad is the Dayal). 

They said: “By Allah, it is not so. 

I said: You told me the truth; by Allah some of you 


” Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ibn Sayyad\18/57| with 
‘Sharh al-Nawwani li Mushm.’ 
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informed me that he would not die until he would 
have the largest number of offspring and huge wealth 
and it is he about whom it is thought so. Then Ibn 
Sayyad talked to us. I then departed and met him 
again for the second time and his eye had swollen. 
I said: What has happened to your eye? 

He said: I do not know. 

I said: It is in your head and you do not know about 
it? 

Ibn ‘Umar said: If Allah so wills He can create it (eye) 
in your staff. He then produced a sound like the bray- 
ing of a donkey. Some of my companions thought 
that I had struck him with the staff as he was with 
me that the staff broke into pieces, but, by Allah, I 
was not aware of it. He then came to the Mother of 
the Believers Hafsah (may Allah be pleased with her) 
and narrated it to her. 

She said: What concern do you have with him? Don’t 
you know that Allah’s Messenger (#8) said that the 
first thing (by the incitement of which) he would 
come out before the public would be his anger?” ° 


Ibn Sayyad used to hear what the people used to say about 
him. He was apparently upset by this accusation that he was the 
Dajjal, he tried to defend himself that he was not the Dajjal, and 
he quoted as evidence the fact that the descriptions of the eae 


described by the Prophet () did not apply to him. 


For in the hadith of Aba Sa‘d al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased 


with him) who said: 


® Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ibn Sayyad (18/57-58| 


with ‘Sharh al-Nawwani li Mushm.’ 
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"..In fact (the only thing wrong was) that I did not 
want to drink from his hand, or take anything from 
his hand. 

He said: ‘Aba Sa‘id, Indeed I have been thinking that 

I should take a rope and suspend it from a tree, and 
hang myself, because of what the people are saying 
about me. O Abi Sa‘id, does anyone know more about _ 
hadith than you Ansar? Are you not one of the most 
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knowledgeable of people about the hadith of the 
Messenger of Allah (4g)? Did not the Messenger of 
Allah () say that the Dajjal is a kafr, and | am a 
Muslim? Did not the Messenger of Allah (8) say that 
he would be barren, with no children, and I have left 
my child behind in Madinah? Did not the Messen- 
ger of Allah (4) say that he will never enter Madinah 
or Makkah, but I have left Madinah and am headed 
for Makkah?’ 

..1 was about to accept his excuses, however, he then 
said, ‘But, by Allah! Verily I know who he is ’ and I 
know where he will be born, and (I know) where he 
is NOW.’ | 

I responded, ‘May you perish for the rest of the 


1? 10 


day 


According to another report, Ibn Sayyad said: 


sf Cal ah am oll Ai GY ally 
ONS U ais ath aad al Ue, uu att, 
Ci SG ye Uae UE 
‘By Allah! Indeed I know where he is right now and 
I know his father and mothet.’ 
It was said to him, ‘Would it not delight you to be 


that manr’ 


He replied, ‘If it were offered to me, I would not 


refuse.’ |! 


° Or ‘I know who the Daijjal is’, while the first rendering is literal. 


‘© Sahih Muslim, Kztab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ibn Sayyad (18/51-52] 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi li Mushm.’ 


1 Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ibn Sayyad (18/51 with 
‘Sharh al-Nawwani i Mushm.’ 
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There are other reports concerning Ibn Sayyad which I have 
not mentioned in order, not to make the discourse too lengthy. 
Moreover some scholars, like Ibn Kathir, Ibn Hajr and others, 
have disproved of them due to their weak chains of transmis- 
sion.'* 


The narrations concerning Ibn Sayyad have confounded (some) 
scholars; his affair difficult posing difficulty to reconcile. Some 
of the scholars say: “That he is the Dajjal using what has pre- 
ceded as evidence - that is - the taking of oaths by some of the 
Companions that he is the Dajjal. Further, what had transpired 
between him and Ibn ‘Umar and Abi Sa‘id (may Allah be pleased 
with them). While some scholars hold the view that Ibn Sayyad 
was not the Dayal - advancing the hadith of Tamim ad-Dari (may 
Allah be pleased with him) as their evidence. Before I cite the 
statements of both groups, I will (first) mention the hadith of 
Tamim in its entirety. Imam Muslim narrates with his chain of 
transmission to ‘Amit ibn Sharahil Sha‘ba" - Sha‘bi -of Hamdan - 
reported that he asked Fatimah bint Qays, the sister of Dahhak 
ibn Qays, she was one of the first Muhajirat (emigrants): 


* See ‘An-Nibayah/al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, (1 /127| with Taha Zaynees checking, 
and ‘Fath ul-Bart’, [13/326]. 


'? He is the Imam, the great memoriser, ‘Amir ibn Sharahil or ‘Amir ibn ‘Abdullah 
ibn Sharahil, ash-Sha’bi, al-Hamyari. Born in the 6th year of ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab’s Khilafah. He narrated (directly) from many Companions. He used to 
say: ‘I have not written black (ink) upon white (paper) and nor has any man 
narrated a hadith to me, except that I memorized it.’ He died after 100AH at the 
age of ninety, (may Allah have mercy upon him). See ‘Tadbib al-Kamal by al- 
Mizzi, [2/643] and ‘Tadbib al-Tadhib’ [5/65-69}. 
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“Tell me a hadith which you heard directly from 
Allah’s Messenger with no narrator in between.” 
She replied: “If you wish, ie certainly I oe 
He said, “Yes, please tell me,’ 
She said, “I married Ibn al-Mughirah, who was one 
of the best of the youth of Quraysh in those days. 
But he fell in the first /zhad on the side of the Prophet 
(g).”” 


“When I had completed my ‘/ddah (period of wait- 
ing), I heard the Prophet’s announcer calling for con- 
- gtegational prayer. I went out to the masjid, and 
ptayed behind the Prophet. I was in the women’s 
tow, which immediately follows the back of the con- 
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eregation. When the Prophet had finished his prayer, 
he sat on the pulpit, smiling, and said, ‘let every per- 
son remain in his place.’ 

And then he (gg) said, “Do you know why I had 
asked you to assemble?’ 

The people said, ‘Allah and His Messenger ee best.’ 
“He said, ‘By Allah, I have not gathered you here to 
give you an exhortation or a warning. On the con- 
trary, I have gathered you here because Tamim al- 
Dari'*, who was a Christian man has come and em- 
braced Islam and has given allegiance (to Allah and 
His Messenger). Moreover, he has related to me a 
narrative, which conforms to what I have been re- 
lating to you about the Masth al-Dapal. 

He narrated, ‘that he had sailed in a ship with thirty 
men from (the tribes of) Lakhm and Judham. The 
waves had tossed them (from place to place) in the 
sea for a whole month. They then brought her (their 
ship) near to the shore of an island, at the time of 
sunset. Then they boarded (small) boats and entered 
the island, where a beast that was so hairy that they 
could not tell its front from its back met them.’ 
They said, “Woe be to you! What are your” 

It replied, “I am al-Jassasah.” | 

They said, “What is al-Jassasah>” 


14 He is Aba Rugayah or Ruqyah, Tamim, son of Aws, son of Kharijah al-Dati, 
from the tribe of Lakhm (may Allah be pleased with him). He was from among 
the scholars of the People of the Book (the Jews and Christians), who came to 
Madinah and embraced Islam in the ninth year of hirah. He has narrated from 
the Prophet ($8), and from whom a number of Companions have narrated, Like 
‘Abdullah Ibn “Umar, ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas, Anas and Abu Hurayrah. He moved 
to Sham after the killing of ‘Uthm4an ibn Affan (may Allah be pleased with them) 
and resided at Bayt ulMagdis (Jerusalem) and died in the year 40H. See “adhib al- 
Tadhib’, (1/511-512]. 
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It said, “O people, proceed (quickly) to this man in 
the monastery, for he is very anxious and longing to 
here news from you.” 

Tamim said that when it named a person to us, we 
feared that it was a shaytana. 


Tamim said, “So we hastened quickly (with him) till 
we reached the monastery, and there behold! We saw 
the most enormous man we had ever seen, most 
severely fettered with chains. His hands tied up to his 
neck and with iron shackles between his legs oP to 
the ankles.” 


We asked, “Woe be to you! What are your” 

He said, “Indeed you will soon a about me (thus 
far). So inform me who you arte.’ 

We said, “We are people from the Arabs. We buted in 
a ship, but the waves have been tossing us about for 
a month. We then drew near the shore of this Island 
of yours, boarded (small) boats and entered the is- 
land, where a beast that was so hairy that we could 
not tell its front from its back met us.” 

We said, “Woe be to you! What are you?” 

It replied, “I am ahJassasah.” 

We said, “What is a/Jassasah?” 

It replied, “O people, proceed (quickly) to this man 
in the monastery, for he is very anxious and longing 
to here news from you.” And therefore we rushed 
to you quickly and were scared from it (i.e., a/-Jassasah), 
lest it may be a shaytana (female devil). 


He asked, ‘Inform me about the date-palms of 
Baysan.’ 

We replied, ‘what do you want to know about them?’ 
He said, ‘I want to know whether these trees bear 
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fruit or not.’ 

We said, “Yes.” 

He said, “Soon they will not bear fruit.’ 

Then he asked, ‘Inform me about the lake of al- 
Tabartyyah (Tiberius, in Palestine).’ | 

We replied, “what do you want to know about it?’ 
He responded, ‘Is there water in it?” 

We replied, “There is plenty of water in it.’ 

He said, ‘Soon it will become dry.’ 

Then he said, ‘Inform me about the spring of Zughr’ 
We replied, ‘What do you want to know about it?’ 
He said, ‘is there water in the spring? And do its people 
cultivate the land with it?” 

We responded, “Yes”, there is plenty of water in it, 
and the people use it to cultivate the land.’ 


Then he asked, ‘Inform me about the Prophet of 
the ummiyyin (anlettered and illiterate), what has he 
done?’ | 

We replied, ‘He has left Makkah and settled in Yathrib.’ 
He asked, ‘Have the Arabs fought against him?’ 

We replied, “Yes.” 

He said, ‘How has he dealt with them?’ 

So we informed him that the Prophet has indeed 
vanquished the Arabs neighboring him; (they have 
believed in him) and obeyed him.’ 

He asked, ‘Has it really happened?’ 

We replied, “Yes.” 

He said, ‘It is better for them that they (believe in 
him) and obey him.’ He continued and said verily, I 
shall acquaint you about myself. Indeed Iam the Masth 
al-Daygat, soon, it will be permitted for me to leave 
this place (Island) and I will emerge and travel the 
(entire) earth in forty days, not leaving a village or 
town except that I enter it, besides Makkah and 
Madinah, for they will be forbidden for me to enter. 
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Every time I try to enter either of them, I will be met 
by an angel bearing an unsheathed sword prevent- 
ing me from entering them; and verily every path 
(nagb)"° leading to it (ie., Makkah and Madinah) will 
have angels guarding it.’ 


Fatimah bint Qays said, “The Prophet striking the 
pulpit with his staff, said: ‘this is Zayyibah, this is Tayyibah, 
this is Zayyzbah, - meaning Madinah. Have I not te- 
lated to you something like that (before)?’ ' 


Thereupon the people ceplied, “Yes,” 

He said, ‘Certainly the account Tamimi has delighted 
me for it agrees with what I have been narrating to 
you concerning the Dajjal, and about Makkah and 
Madinah. Indeed, he is in the Syrian sea or the Yemeni 
Sea. No, on the contrary, he is in the East, he is in the 
Fast, he is in the East’ and he pointed with his hands 
towards the East. 

Fatimah said: ‘I memorised this (entire narration) 
from the Messenger of Allah (g).”” '’ 


Ibn Hajr commented, ‘Indeed some have presumed, that the 
hadith of Fatimah bint Qays - is strange (gharib) and odd (farad), 
which is not so. For besides Fatimah bint Qays, this hadith has 
been narrated by Abt: Hurayrah, ‘A’ishah and Jabir also.”!® 


* Nagb: Is a path/pathway between two mountains, see ‘A/-Nihayah-fr-gharibi- 
hadith’, (5/102). 
16 


i.e., about the Dajjal, his descriptions and his trials. 


'T Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ibn Sayyad [18/78-83] 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Mushm.’ 


"8 See ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [13/328]. 
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BU ‘ABDULLAH AL-QURTUBI has said, ‘The correct 

view is that Ibn Sayyad is the the Dajjal. Due to what has 
previously been indicated. It is not impossible for him 

that he can be in the Island at that time and be amongst the 
Companions in another time.’ ' | 


al-Nawwawi has said, “The scholars have stated his incidents 
poses difficulty; his matter is uncertain - that is - is he the Masih 
al-Dajjal ot someone else besides him. However, there is no doubt 
that he is a dajjal (a great liar) from the many (dajajilah) Dayjals.’ 


= I say, ‘From those who have rebutted this great hadith is Shaykh Abu 
Abiyyah’ who said, “This hadith has an imaginative character (to it) and a feature 
of fabrication.’ | | 

We ask Aba Abiyyah, with what evidence is he refusing to accept an authentic 
hadith, which the wmmah has accepted (whole heartedly)? Save, to be at strange- 
ness (with the rest of the scholars) and by means of deficient intelligence. May 
Allah forgive us and him. See “4+Nihayah al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, [1/96] with the 
notes of Shaykh Muhammad Fahim Abu Abiyyah. | | 


' See ‘al Tadhkira’ [p.702]. 
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The scholars say, ‘What is apparent from the narrations is that 
it was not revealed to the Prophet (4) whether he is the Dajjal 
or someone else besides him. Rather, what was revealed to him 
were the descriptions and characteristics of the Dajjal. And in 
Ibn Sayyad there were found series of probable linked events. 
For that reason the Prophet (#) with-held from affirming that 
he is the Dajjal or that someone else besides him is. Because of 
this reason, he said to “Umar ibn Khattab (may Allah be pleased 
with hirn), 


‘If he is him, than you will never be able to kill him.’ 


As for his argument, that is Ibn Sayyad, he is a Muslim and the 
Dayal is a Kafr, that the Dajjal will bear no child and that he has 
a son, that the Dajjal will not enter Makkah and Madinah, and 
Ibn Sayyad entered Madinah, and was proceeding to Makkah. 
Then, there is no proof for him in this. For the Prophet (8) only 
informed about his descriptions (and characteristics which he 
will have) at the time of his fimah and his emergence upon the 
earth. 


In addition, the uncertainty of his incident and being one of 
the great liars (dajailah) is his statement to the Prophet (38), 


‘Do you bear witness that I am the Messenger of © 
Allah?’ 


And, moreover, his claim that a truthful one and a liar comes 
to him, and that he sees a throne above the water; that he would 
not dislike to be the Dajjal, and that he knows his location. Also, 
his statement, ‘Indeed I know him, and I know his birth piace 
and where he is (right) now’ 
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And his swelling, till he filled the (entire) path. As for him 
(outwardly) displaying Islam, doing Hajj, Jihad and renouncing 
what he was on previously then, that is not clear (cut evidence 
to prove) that he is not the Dajjal.’ 


So, what is understood from al-Nawwawi’s discussion is that 
he favours the opinion; that Ibn Sayyad is the Dajjal. 


Imam Shawkani has said, ‘Concerning Ibn Sayyad, the people’ 
have differed greatly. His matter posing difficulty to such an ex- 
tent that every statement has been said about him. What is ap- 
parent from the afadith mentioned is that The Prophet (4g) was 
uncertain and unresolved concerning whether he was the Dajjal 
or not...? 


There are two responses concerning his (4g) being unresolved. 


The first: That the Prophet (¥g) was unresolved, until Allah 
acquainted him that he is the Dajjal. Therefore, when he informed 
him he did not disapprove of ‘Umar ibn Khattab oath. 


The second: That the Arabs (in their speech and language) 
sometimes express something as if articulating doubt, even if 
the information itself is not doubtful. 


From amongst the evidences which prove that he is the Dajjal 
is what been reported by ‘Abdul-Razzaq* with an authentic chain 


* See ‘Sharh al-Nawwani li Muskm.’, (18/46-47]. 
> That is, the scholars. | 


* See A/Musannaf [11/396], with the checking of Habib ur-Rahman al-Azami. 
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of transmission to Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them 
both) who said: 


‘One day I met Ibn Sayyad and with him was a man 

from the Jews - (and) behold! his eye had emerged 

and was protruding like a donkey’s eye. When I saw 

him, I said, ‘I adjure you by Allah O Ibn Sayyad! 
_ Since when has your eye started to protrude and 

emerge?” 

He replied, ‘By, The Most Merciful, I do not know’, 

I responded, “You have lied, and it (your eye) is in 

yout head’, 

He then touched it with his hand, and exhaled with 


contempt from his nostrils - three times’ ° 


A similar incident has already proceeded from Imam Muslim’s 
natration.° 


That which appears to me from ash-Shawkani’s discussion is 
that he is from those who say that Ibn Sayyad is the great Dayjjal. 


While al-Baghaqi’ in the context of his discussion upon the 
hadith of Tamim said, ‘What is deduced from it, that is, the hadith 
of Tamim al-Dari is that the great Dajjal who will appear at the 


> See ‘Nayl-awtar-sharh-muntaga al-Akbar’, [7/230-231] by al-Shawkani, the 
edition of Mustapha al-Halabi, Egypt. 3 3 


° See pp. 42-43. 


’ He is the great memorizer (of hadith), Abi Bakr, Ahmad ibn al-Husayn ibn 
‘Ali ash-Shafi’i. The author of many great writings, like, “A/-Sunan al-Kubra’ , ‘Al- 
Sughra’ , ‘Dalai ul-Nabowah’ , ‘Al-Mabsa?’ and others. He died in Naysabur in the 
year 457AH (may Allah have metcy upon him). See ‘Shadharat uthahab’ [3/304- 
305] and {4+ ‘Alam’, [1/116]. 
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end of time is not Ibn Sayyad. But, rather, Ibn Sayyad was one 
of the great liars (dayalun) about whom the Prophet (4g) informed, 
will appear,® and most of them have appeared.’ 


It seems that those who have asserted that Ibn Sayyad is the 
great Dajjal have not heard of the incident of Tamim. For if not, 
then to harmonise and reconcile between both (narrations) 1s 
extremely difficult. | 


For how can it be congruous that the one who was (alive) in 
the time of Prophet time, on the threshold of puberty met and 
questioned by the Prophet () be the (same) individual in the 
latter part of his life, an elderly man, imprisoned in an Island, 
fettered with iron shackles, asking about the Prophet (), has 
he appeared or not? Consequently it is better to interpret (that 
some Companions regarded Ibn Sayyad as the Great Dajjal) due 
to not being in familiar (with the hadith of Tamim al-Dati). As 
for ‘Umar ibn Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) then it is 
likely, that he used to swear (by Allah) before he heard the narra- 
tion of Tamim. Then when he heard it he ceased to swear. While 
Jabir who witnessed ‘Umar ibn Khattab, (may Allah be pleased 
with him) swearing (by Allah) in the company of the Prophet 
(i) took what he learnt from “Umar in the Prophets (4%) pres- 


ence.” 


However, I say Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) is one of 
the narrators of the hadith of Tamim, as occurs in the report of 


* From the signs of the Hour is the appearance of thirty false claimants of 
Prophethood known as liars (dayals). As Samura bin Jundub reported: “ ... Verily 
by Allah, the Hour will not come until thirty liars of prophecy will appear and 
the final one will be the one eyed liar.”” [Reported by Ahmad as a sound hadith]. 


” See ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [13/326-327]. 
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Abu Dawid, where he mentions the incident of a/-Jassasah and 
the Dajjal, (both) in similarity to the narration of Tammim. 


Ibn Abt Salamah" then said, ‘Verily, in this hadith is some- 
thing which I have not memorized - then he said,"! 
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“..Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) testified 
that he - that is the Dajjal - is Ibn Said,’ 
I said (to him), “He has indeed died.’ 
He replied, ‘Even if he has died.’ 
I said, “Verily he embraced Islam.’ 
He responded, ‘Even if he embraced Islam.’ 
I (further) said, ‘Indeed he entered Madinah.’ 
He teplied, “Even if he entered Madinah.” ” 


10 He is ‘Umar the son of Abi Maslamah ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf, Al- 
Zuhti, the Qadi of Medinah. Truthful, but sometimes erring (in his narrations). 
He was killed in Sham in the year 132AH, see ‘Tagrib at-Tadhib’ [2/56]. — 


"The one who is saying this Abi Salamah ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman, the father of 
‘Umar. Please refer to the previous note, TN. See “Awn ul-Ma’bid’, [11/477]. 


2 Sunan Abu Dawid, Aitab ul-Malahim, bab fi khabar ul-Jassasah, [11/476]; with 
“Awn ul-Ma’baad’. Yon Hajr commented on this hadith, “There is some statement 
concerning Ibn Abt Salamah, however, the hadith is hasan (good and acceptable). 
Which corrects those (who mistakenly) claim that Jabir (may Allah be pleased 
with him) was unfamiliar with the narration of Tamim.’ See ‘Fath ul-Bar’’, [13/ 
327. : 
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So Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) was adamant that Ibn 
Sayyad is the Great Dajjal. Even if it is said, (that) he embraced 
Islam entered Madinah and died (in it). 


It has preceeded, what has been authentically reported by Jabir 
(may Allah be pleased with him) who said, “We lost Ibn Sayyad 
on the day (battle) of al-Harrah.’ * 


Ibn Hajr says: ‘Aba Nu’aym al-Asbahani™ has collected in the 
history of al-Asbahan” that which corroborates that Ibn Sayyad 
is the Great Dajjal. He cites (a report) by way of Shabil ibn 
‘Arazah who reports from Hasan ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman, who re- 
ports from his father, who said: “When we conquered Asbahan 
there was a distance of a farsag'® between our forces and a/- 
Yahudiyah''. We used to enter it and select from it. Then one day 
I entered it and there (I saw) the Jews dancing and playing (their 
musical instruments). Thereupon I asked one of them who was 
my (close) friend (what are you doing)? He replied, ‘Our king 
whose aid we have been asking for (from Allah), by whom we 
shall victorious on the Arabs, shall (soon) enter.’ 


* Sunan Abi Dawid [11/479], with ‘Awn uLMa’bid.’ 

“He is the great memorizer, Ahmad Ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Ishaq, al- 
Asbahani. The author of great writings, like, “H/yah tul-Awhiyah’ and others. He 
was from the trustworthy and reliable ones, he was born and (eventually) died in 


Asbahan in the year 430AH. See ‘Shadbarat uthahab’ [3/245] and ‘AL-‘Alam’, [1/ 
157]. 


® See Dhikr Akbar Asbahan’ |p. 287-288] by Aba Nu’aym al-Asbahani. 
‘© Which is approximately three miles. T.N. 


" Name of a city in Asbahan. 
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So I spent the night on his roof (and in the morning) I prayed 
(fajr). Suddenly, when the sun had risen there was dust (ftom the 
huge, gathering of people) coming from the direction of the 
camp. I looked, and there was a man with a wreath (around his 
neck of sweet basil’® (rihan). The Jews were dancing and playing 
(their musical instruments), I looked (closely) and there behold 
was Ibn Sayyad, who entered a city and has not returned (out 
from it) until now’ " 


Ibn Hajr says: “The report by Jabir (may Allah be pleased with 
him) that is - we lost Ibn Sayyad on the day battle of al-Harrah 
and the report of Hasan ibn ‘Abdul-Rahman are not congruous. 
For the conquest of Asbahan which was in the khilafah of “Umar 
- as has been reported by Abt: Nu’aym in his ‘Zarq’ - and be- 
tween ‘Umatr’s killing and the incident of al-Harrah is approxi- — 
mately forty years. However, it is possible to reconcile (the two 
incidents) because the incident of Asbahan was witnessed by 
Hasan’s father, after the conquest of Asbahan’s with by forty 
yeats. 


The response to the (ama - when) in his statement, “When we 
conquered Asbahan’ is an omitted sentence denoting: I began to 
watch over and frequent it - that is the city - and as a \ result, the 
incident of Ibn Sayyad occurred.” | 


'8 An aromatic plant of the mint family, native to tropical Asia, Ocimum 
basilicum (sweet plant)... Concise Oxford dictionary [p.112, 10th edition]. 


1° See ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [3/327-328], Ibn Hajr commented, “Abdur-Rahman ibn 
Hasan whom I have not acquainted or whom I do not know (the reader with) 


and the rest are all trustworthy and reliable (narrators).’ 


0 See Fath ul-Bari’, (3/328). 
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The Statements of the Scholars regarding Ibn Sayyad 


Shaykh al-Islam ibn Tayymiyyah has mentioned that: “The mat- 
ter of Ibn Sayyad has posed difficult for some Companions, who 
assumed him to be the great Dajjal. The Prophet (4%) was unde- 
cided regarding him until afterwards it was made clear to him 
that he was not the Dajjal. However, (in reality) he is from the 
fortune-tellers and a man of satanic experiences. For this reason 
he (82) went to him, to test him.’ 


Ibn Kathir has commented: ‘What is meant, is that Ibn Sayyad 
is not the great Dajjal who will emerge at the end of time. Due 
to the hadith of Fatimah bint Qays al-Fehriyah which is the deci- 


sive arbitrator in this issue.’ 


These ate some of the statements (and positions) of the schol- 
ats regarding Ibn Sayyad and they are as you can see, they are 
contradictory, incompatible, with everyone with their evidences. 


As a tesult, Ibn Hajr has endeavored to reconcile between the 
differing narrations. So he says, ‘the closest way to reconcile be- 
tween what the hadith of Tamim al-Dari comprises and (the view) 
that Ibn Sayyad is the great Dajjal, is that, the actual Dajjal was 
the one witnessed by Tamim al-Dari fettered (in iron shackles). 
And, moreover, Ibn Sayyad was a shaytan (a devil) who appeared 
in the form of the Dajjal at that time (of the Prophet (¥g)) until 
he proceeded to Asbahan, where he concealed himself with his 


1 See ‘A Furgqan bayna awhyd' ar-Rahman wa awliya‘ ash-shaytan§, [p77, 2°° edition]. 
The English translation of -Furgan bayna Awhya‘ ur-Rahman wa awlya‘ ash-Shaytan. 
The Decisive Criterion between the Friends of Allah and the friends of Shaytan 
Published by Daar us-Sunnah Publishers 2000. 


3 See ‘AL Nihayah - al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, (1/70, checking by Dr. Taha Zaynee. 
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gavin.” And until the appointed time comes, when Allah will 
decree for him to appear, he will emerge from it. 


Due to the high level of unclarity in this matter Imam al- 
Bukhari adopted the course of sarjih* and therefore confined 
himself to the hadith of Jabir from “Umar, regarding Ibn Sayyad. 
Additionally, he has not collected the hadith of Fatimah bint 
Qays concerning the narration of Tamim.” 


* A qarin, which literally means a companion, is a shaytan from the jinn who 


accompanies every single human being. From his birth until death, this jinnee 
encourages man’s lower desires and constantly tries to divert him from right- 
eousness. | 


_ ” Tarjih - giving preference to one opinion over the other. 


26 See ‘Fath ul-Bar’, [3/328]. 
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IBN SAYYAD IS A REALITY AND 
NOT A FABLE 


individuality of Ibn Sayyad (as a person) is a fable which 

has deceived certain minds. Its story has lived in some 

(hadith) books, ascribed to the Messenger. For nothing ema- 
nates from the Messenger (g) be it a statement or an action, 
except that it is unadulterated and the essence of truth. Indeed 
the time has come that we take, (the narrations) with due con- 
sideration and seriousness the (true) spirit of the narrations their 
meaning, its purpose and their aim: as we take its chains (of 
transmission) and their routes. So that our Islamic perceptions | 
can be saved from extremism and error.’ ! 


: BU ABIYAH HAS (FALSELY) ALLEGED THAT, ‘the 


This is what shaykh Aba ‘Abiyah has said in his notes to the 
natrations mentioned, regarding to Ibn Sayyad. However, he is 
(easily) rebutted, for the ahadith alluded to regarding Ibn Sayyad, 
are authentic. The hadith books of the Sunnah, like “‘Bukhar’’ 
and ‘Muslim’, and others have reported them. In addition, none 
of the ahadith with respect to Ibn Sayyad is in opposition to the 


1 See ‘AL Nibayah - al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, [1/104], checking by Muhammad Aba - 
Abiyah. 
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‘spirit of the hadith and the (true) essence of the truth.’ 


The matter of Ibn Sayyad - as has preceeded - confounded 
some Muslims, and was a Dajjal from the dajajilah (great liars)’, 
whose lies and falsehood, Allah made evident to His Messenger 
(##%) and to the Muslims. Moreover, Abi “Abiyah is contradicts 
himself own words. For we find him, in some of his notes to the 
narrations, of Ibn Sayyad saying: “The truth is that Ibn Sayyad 
said a curtailed word, having no meaning to it, in accordance to 
the way of the fortune-tellers - not intending anything by his 
utterance. Hence, he is a lying sorceret.’ ° 


Thus in his own words he acknowledges that Ibn Sayyad is a 
lying sorcerer! So how can he at one time be a fable and in an- 
other is a lying sorcerer? There is no doubt that Abu ‘Abiyah 
(here) is contradicting his own words. 


One who studies closely the notes of shaykh Abu ‘Abiyah to 
the book, {44.Nihayah - al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, by Hafiz ibn Kathir, 
will observe (many) strange things. For indeed, Abt ‘Abiyah has 
imposed no restraints to his mind to the narrations cited by ibn 
Kathir. Whatever he sees (as correct) he accepts it and regards it 
to be true, and anything besides that he explains it (away) with 
(false) interpretations opposing the apparent meaning of the nar- 
rations. Or he pronounces judgement on authentic narrations, 


* From the signs of the Hour is the appearance of thirty false claimants of 
Prophethood known as liars (dayals). As Samura bin Jundub reported: “... Verily 
by Allah, the Hour will not come until thirty liars of prophecy will appear and 
the final one will be the one eyed liar.” [Reported by Ahmad as a sound hadith] 


3 See ‘AL Nibhayah - al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, [1/188], checking by Muhammad Abu 
Abtyah. | 
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with fabrication without no proof or evidence. 


Abt ‘Abiyah says about the narrations of Ibn Sayyad: ‘Is a child 
responsible (for his actions)? And has the Messenget’s attention 
reached such a level regarding this pretender that he stands to 
him and asks him this question? Is it from (sound) reason that he 
waits until he obtains his - that is Ibn Sayyad - reply? And 1s it 
acceptable that he pardons him for his kafir response, claiming 
Prophet-hood and Messengership? And does Allah dispatch chil- 
dren? These are questions we pose to those who paralyze their 
minds from thinking correctly and rightly.’ * 


_ The response to Abt “Abiyah’s remarks 1s that (firstly) no one 
has ever said a child is responsible (for his actions), and neither 
that Allah dispatches children. On the contrary, the Prophet (48) 
only intended to be thoroughly acquainted regarding Ibn Sayyad 
-is he the Dajjal or not? For it had become widespread in Madinah 
that he is the Dajjal whom the Prophet (4) warned about. .And 
moreover, nothing so far had been revealed to the Prophet (4) 
about Ibn Sayyad. Hence, the Messenger of Allah (#g) consid- 
ered that the thing which will expose his deceit - (knowing that) 
he was a discerning child, who understood discourse - was to 
ask him, ‘Do you bear witness that Iam Allah’s Messenger?’ Till 
he said, ‘Indeed I have concealed something from you (so what 
is it?)’ And other ere which the Messenger of Allah (8) 
directed to him. 


It was not intended by these questions that Ibn Sayyad be un- 
der the obligation to accept Islam. But rather, the intention was 
to make evident the reality of his true condition. So if the in- 


* See ‘ALNihayah - al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, (1/104), checking by Muhammad Abt 
Abiyah. 
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tent was what has been mentioned, then there should be no 
strangeness that the Messenger (g) should stand (before him) 
awaiting his response. And surely, it did become evident from 
his reply that he is a Dajjal from the dajajilah. Furthermore, there 
is nothing wrong, that the Prophet (8) presented Islam to a 
youngster. For Imam Bukhari has mentioned the incident of Ibn 
Sayyad and has given it the Chapter nae of, ‘Chapter: How 
Islam is presented to a child.’ ° 


As for the Brosh! (82) not punishing Ibn Sayyad, for him claim- 
ing Prophet-hood. Then it is a doubt raised by Aba ‘Abiyah’s 
lack of knowledge concerning what the scholars have said in 
that regard. For they have replied to what he has mentioned with 
(a number of) responses, which are (the oem ae 


1 i That Ibn Sayyad was from amongst the Jews of Madinah 
ot their confederates. There was between them and the 
Prophet (4) a covenant and a truce. For when the Prophet 

— (@) advanced to Madinah a pact was written between 
him and the Jews. He had reconciled with them, that 
they would not be defamed, and that they could remain 
on their religion. This is (further) corroborated by what 
Imam Ahmad narrates from Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (may 
Allah be please with him) concerning the incident when 
the Prophet ($) went to Ibn Sayyad and spoke to him. 
And the statement of “Umar ibn Khattab (may Allah be 
pleased with him), ‘Permit me O Messenger of Allah to 
kill him.’ 


The Messenger of Allah (42) replied, ‘If he is him, then 


5 Sahih al-Bukhati, Kitab ulJihad, Bab kayfa yuridu al-Islam ‘ala al-Sabib, [6/171] 
with ‘Fath ul-Bari’. 
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| Ibn Sayyad 1s a realty C not a fable 


you ate not his slaughter’; Indeed, his slaughter is ‘Isa 
ibn Maryam (#2): And if he is not him, then you have no 
right to kill a person from the people of the covenant.’ ’ 


Both al-Khattabi® and al-Baghaw?’ held this view. Ibn Hajr 
said, ‘It is incumbent (to hold this view).’ ° 


That ibn Sayyad at that time was still young (in age) and 
had not yet attained puberty. This reply is also substanti- 
ated by what Imam Bukhari has reported from Ibn ‘Umar 
(may Allah be pleased with them both) pertaining to the 
incident of the Prophet (3%) departure to Ibn Sayyad - in 
it is his Ibn “Umar statement: 


git pf Se old as Cal oes Se 

© BBG athe Gi ita GU a 
‘until they found him playing with the youths of 
Banu Maghalah at utum, and was then on the thresh- 


old of attaining puberty.’ " 


° The word in the hadith is Sahib, owner, possessor, holder etc. However the 
implied expression is Sahib Qatthi , literary the holder of his slaughtering - that 
is - his slaughterer, and Allah knows best. TN 


" See ‘Fath al-Rabbani’ (24/64-65], Al-Haythami says, ‘Its men (in the chain of 
natration), are men of the sahih’, Majma’a al-Zawa'ia’, [8/3-4]. 


® See ‘Ma’alim ul-Sunan’, [6/182]. 
> See ‘Sharh ul- Sunnah’, [15/80], checked by Shu’ayb al-Arnaat. 


© See ‘Fath ul-Bari’, (6/174). 


" Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab ul-Jibad, Bab kayfa yuridu al-Islan ‘ala al-Sabib, {6/172| 


with ‘Fath ul-Bari’. 


69 


THE DAJJAL AND THE RETURN OFJESUS 
This response was the preference of al-Qadi ibn ‘Tyadh.” 


3.) There is third response, which al-Hafiz ibn Hajr has men- 
tioned, that is Ibn Sayyad did not openly claim 
Prophethood. However, instead he gave the impression 
that he was claiming to be a Messenger. Moreover, it does 
not necessitate that one who claims to be a Messenger, 
claims Prophethood. 


Allah the Most High says, 


Z res oye ire 4 “sere A% 


Do you not see that we have sent the shaydtin 
upon the disbelievers. 
| [Surah Maryam (19) : 83]'° 


2 See ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi li Mushim.’, [18/48]. | 


3 See ‘Fath ul-Bar’’, [6/174]. 
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THE PLACE OF THE DAJJAL’S 
EMERGENCE 


HE DAJJAL WILL EMERGE from the direction of the 
East, from Khurasan', from (the city of) al/-Yahudiyah of 
Asbahan*. Then he will travel throughout the earth, not 
leave any town or city, except that he will enter it, apart from 
Makkah and Madinah. For, he will be unable to enter them, be- 


cause (at their entrances will be) angels are constantly guarding 
' Khurasan: are vast lands in the direction of the East; incorporating many 
lands, from them, Naysabur, Hurah, Marw and other cities situated beneath the 
river of Jechoon. See Mu’jam ul-Buldan’, [2/350]. 

TN: Khurasan, also spelled Khorasan, is a historical region and realm 
comprising a vast territory now lying in northeastern Iran, southern Turkmenistan, 
and northern Afghanistan. The historical region extended, along the north, 
from the Amu Darya (Oxus River) westward to the Caspian Sea and, along the 
south, from the fringes of the central Iranian deserts eastward to the mountains 
of central Afghanistan. [Enclyclopedia Britannia 1999] 


* Asbahan: Yaqit says, ‘the city of Asbahan is at the well-known place of (Jee), 
which is now known as Sharastan and al-Madinah. | 

When Bugqtansar traveled to and seized Jerusalem, he captured its inhabitants, 
transported the Jews with him and lodged them in Asbahan. There he built for 
them quartes and camps on the outskirts of the city of Jee, which (since then) is 
called al Yahudiyah. The city of Asbahan today, is a+ Yahudiyah, See ‘Mu‘jam ul- 
Buldan’, \1/208}. 
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them. 


In the hadith of Fatimah bint Qays (may Allah be pleased with 
her), previously mentioned, the Prophet (:g) said regarding the 
Dayal, 


Para es 
“gh Le 3 pial ey Seer a 3 pace Va 
7, sd Yu Cs 9 gh Ue Spell Ss 


“Indeed, he is in the Syrian sea or the Yemen Sea. 
No, on the contrary, he is in the East, he is in the 
Fast, he is in the East and he pointed with his hands 
towards the East.” ° 


Abt Bakr al-Siddig (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “The 
Messenger of Allah & narrated to us, 


“Gi ue Sot pat te BO OSS 
Oba! 
“The Dayjal will emerge from a land in the east called 
Khurasan.’” * 


And Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
‘That the Prophet (#) said: 


> Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ibn Sayyad [18/78-83] 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi h Mushm.’ 


* Jam’i al-Tirmidhi, Bab ma ja’a min ayna yakruj ul-Dajjal, [6/495] with ‘Tufaht ul- 
Abwidhi.’ 

This hadith was declared sahih by al-Albaniin ‘Sahib al-Jam?’ al- naar [3/150] 
hadith no. [3398]. 


VzZ 


Lhe Place of the Dajal’s Emergence 
iia Baca Ole Hag Om USS GAS 
Olas agale » sell Ge ll 
“The Dajjal will emerge from (the city of) a+ Yahadiyah 
of Asbahan. There will be with him seventy thou- 


sand Jews....”” ° 


Ibn Hajr has said: ‘As for from where he will emerge? Then it 
is definitely from the direction of the East.’ ° 


And ibn Kathir has said, ‘The beginning of his appearance will 
be from Asbahan, from a quarter (of a city) called al Yahudiyah.’ ' 


> See ‘44 Fath ul-Rabbani tartib Musnad Abmad’, (24/73). Ibn Hajr said: ‘It is sahih’, 
see ‘Fath ul-Bart’, [13/328]. 


° See ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [13/328]. 


" See ‘AL Nibayah - al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, (1/128), checking by Dr. Taha Zaynee. 
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WILL NOT ENTER 


ot Madinah when he emerges at the end of time. Due to 

the authentic narrations mentioned, regarding that. As for 
other cities and countries then, indeed, the Dajjal will enter them 
one after the other. 


| T IS FORBIDDEN FOR THE DAJJAL to enter Makkah 


It is mentioned in the hadith of Fatimah bint Qays (may Allah 
be pleased with her): 


Uy 43 8 a Ls vat ost geome a yall 
gi Tiley 1K Ye WW Gadd (hi 
a & | J cay tak a LIS (gle (tta’ yan 
Caial) 25 te gil Legis aly‘ Baal 5 
Lge with US te Oys etc iginat Gia 
Les pus jag ASL 
“<1 shall acquaint you about myself. Indeed I am 
the Masih al-Dajal, Soon it will be permitted for me 
to leave this place (Island) and I will emerge and travel 
the (entire) earth in forty days, not leaving a village/ 
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town except that I enter it, besides Makkah and 
Tayyibah.' For they will be forbidden for me to entet. 
Every time I try to enter either of them, I will be met 
by an angel beating an unsheathed sword prevent- 
ing me from entering them: And verily every path 
(nagb)* leading to it (i.e., Makkah and Madinah) will 


999 3 


have angels guarding them. 


Furthermore, it also proven that Dajjal will not enter four 
mosques: 


i. Masjid ul-Haram tn Makkah, 
ii. Masjid Nabi (8) in Madinah, 
in. Masjid al-Tur 

tv. Masjid al-‘Agqsa. 


Imam Ahmad has narrated from Junadah ibn Abi Umayyah al- 
Azdi, who said, ‘A man from the Ansar and I went to one of the 
Companions of the Prophet (#2) and said to him: “‘Narrate to us, 
what you have heard from the Messenger of Allah (4) about the 
Dajjal...’ _ 


Then he (4) mentioned the hadith: 


1 


Tayyibah: is al-Madinah al-Munawwwarah. 


* Nagb: is a path/pathway between two mountains, see ‘AL Nihayah-ft-gharibt- 
hadith’, [5/102]. 


> Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab ul-Abadith Anbiyah, bab qulalah: (6/477\ with ‘Fath ul- 


Bari’ and Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Iman, Bab Dhikr al-Masih ibn Maryam ‘alayhis-salam 
wal Masih al-Dagal, (2/233-235| with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Mushm.’ 
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Wed Ab le Ont) Gal th C8 a, 
pp See Sit TAS) Cis Uy pee US 
pol dy yl Sai BS Sy 

“He will abide (among you) on the earth for forty 
mornings, during which he will reach every drinking 
place (on the earth).* He will not (be able to) come 
close to four mosques: Masjid ul-Haram (in Makkah), 
the Masjid of Madinah, the (Magid of) Sinai and Magid 
al-‘Agsa.” ° 


As for what has been mentioned in al-Bukhari and Muslim that 
the Prophet (4g) saw (in a dream), 


‘A short man with curly hair, one eyed in the tight 
eye, his hands placed on the shoulders of a man 

- citcumbulating the House.° About whom I asked, 
“Who is this?” | 
They replied, “Verily he is the Masih al-Dagal”” 


Then the reply (to this hadith) is that the Dajjal will be pre- 
vented to enter Makkah and Madinah (only) when he emerges at 
the end of time; and Allah knows best.’ 


* ‘That is every place where water is drunk from. For example, a fountain, spring, 
well etc. T.N 


> See: ‘AL-Fath ul-Rabbani’, [24/76 - ‘Tartib as-Sa’ati)\. 

Al-Haythamee said: ‘It is narrated by Ahmad, and its men, are the men of 
sahih.” “Majma’ al-Zawaid’, {7/543}. 

And Ibn Hajr said: ‘Its men are all trustworthy and reliable.’ ‘Fath uf-Bar’’, [13/ 
105]. 
° That is the Kab’ah 


’ See ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Mushm.’, [2/234| and Fath ul-Bari’, (6/488-489]. 
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THE FOLLOWERS OF 
THE DAJJAL 


HE MAJORITY OF THE FOLLOWERS of the Dajjal 

will be from among the Jews, the non-Arabs, Persians 

and Turks, and a mixture of common people, predomi- 
nantly Bedouins and women. Imam Muslim has narrated from 
Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Mes- 
senger of Allah ($2) said: 


th ete Gleal acer Ge Jed att 
Asullgall agile 
“The Dajjal will be followed by seventy thousand 


Jews of Asbahan, wearing (Taylasan)' heavy, striped 
garments.” ” 


According to a report narrated by Imam Ahmad: 
 Taylasan: A type of adorned garment thrown over the shoulders, or which 
covets the body; without (having) cuts and stitching, See Wwjam al-Wajiz’, 
- [p.393], more like a shawl. TN 


* Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab min bagiyah min Abadith al- 
Dajal, {18/85-86] with ‘Sharh al-Nawwani i Muslim.’ 
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Ola agile a geal Cys tall Gy gate 


“Seventy thousand Jews, wearing crowns.” ° 


Moreover, it has come in the hadith of Abia Bakr (may Allah 
be pleased with him) already mentioned: 


aS td 2G Moa ga’, BIS ail aaity 
“He will be followed by people with faces resembing 
beaten shields.” * — 


And Ibn Kathir has said, ‘and what is evident - and Allah knows 
best - that the intent is, the Turks will be the followers and help- 
ets of the Dajjal’ ° 


I say: Also some of the non-Arabs, as their description has 
come in the hadith of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with 
him): 


cae Jere fj j tiles A Atha 7 ese U 
Cylacall 2 age gm 9 {6 ci gl Ci “ath » ga’dl “jek 
tig 1p A Set 3 Uy a fla 
pil Salta 
“The Hour will not be established until you fight Khowz 


and Kirman from the non-Arabs (they will have) red- 
dish faces, flat noses and small eyes. Their faces will 


> See ‘AL Fath ul-Rabbani tartib Musnad Abmaa’, [24/73]. Ibn Hajr said, ‘and the 
hadith is Sahih’, see ‘Fath ul-Bari’ [13/ 238). 


* Sunan al-Tirmidhi, it checking has preceded. 


> See ‘ALNihayah al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, (1/117), checking by Dr. Taha Zaynee. 
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be like beaten shields; their sandals (or shoes) will be 
made from hair.” ° 


As for the Bedouin being the majority of the followers of the 
Dajjal, then this is due to ignorance being predominant amongst 
them. According to the hadith of Abu Umamah al-Bahili (may 
Allah be pleased with him), the Prophet (2) said: 


otis 1 CS) Lp RU Uh UI Ast be ON 

a Osi Gy J Set aL, aly al 

CU gid als Aad Ly ge (28 cits Al Ua 

at A Aa 2G 

“And Surely from his fitnah is that he will say to a 
Bedouin, ‘Do you think that if I resurrect your fa- 
ther and mother for you, would you then testify that 
I am your lord?’ 
He will respond, “Yes.” 
Then two shaytans (devils) will take the appearance of 
his father and mother, and will say to him, ‘O my 
son! Follow (and believe in) him, for verily he is your 
lord.” ’ 


As for women, then their state is more severe than that of the 
Bedouins, because they are quickly influenced and a lot of igno- 
ranice is found in them. For in the hadith of Ibn “Umar (may 
Allah be pleased with them both) who said: that the Prophet 


(2) said: 


° Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab ul-Managqib, bab ‘Alamat ul-Nabuva, [6/604] with Fath ul- 
Bari’. 


7 Sunan ibn Majah, Kitab ul-Fitan, bab Fitnah ul-Dagal wa khuraj Tsa ibn Maryam 
wa khuraj Yajuj wa Maju, (2/1309-1363]. The hadith is sahih. See ‘Sahih al-Jam’ as- 
Saghir’ ,[6/273-277] and hadith [no. 7752]. 
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“The Dajjal will descend to this pond in Marnqanat’ 
- a valley in Madinah - and most of those who go 
out to him will be women, until a man will come to 
his mother in law, his mother, his daughter, his sister 
and his (paternal) aunt, and will tie them up strongly 
for fear that they will go out to him (and believe in 
him).” ? 


8 Marriqanat.: is a valley in Madinah, which comes from THE. It passes by the 
point of arrival at the bases of the Martyrs (Companions of the Prophet ()) 
graves at Uhud. See ‘Mu’jam ul-Buldan’, [4/401]. 


9 Musnad of Imam Ahmad [7/140] and hadith [no0.5355], checked by Ahmad 
Shakir who said: ‘Its chain of transmission is Sahih.’ 
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and tribulation; from the time when Allah created Adam 

until the Hour establishes (there will be no greater _fiinah 
than his). This will be because of the great miraculous feats that 
Allah will create with him, which will astonish the minds and 
perplex the intelligent ones. 


T HE TRIAL OF THE DAJJAL will be the greatest trial 


For it is reported that he will have with him a paradise and a 
hell fire, but his paradise will be his hell fire and his hell fire will 
be his paradise. He will have rivers of water and mountains of 
bread. He will command the sky to send down rain, and it will 


rain, and he will command the earth to produce vegetation andit 


will do so. The treasures of the earth will follow him, and he will — 
travel rapidly like clouds driven by the wind. And he will do - 
other miraculous feats. All of which occurs in the authentic 
ahadith. From them is what Imam Muslim narrates in his Sabi, 
that Hudhayfah (may Allah be pleased with ss said, the Mes- 

senger of Allah (2) said: : 
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ele gol om si cad yet USS 
“The Dajjal will ee blind in his left eye, 
and will have thick hair. He will have a paradise and a 
fire with him, but his paradise will be his fire and his 
fire will be his paradise.” ! 


Muslim also narrates that Hudhayfah (may Allah be pleased 
with him) said: ‘the Messenger of Allah (g) said: 


Os eat 9 ane oc ol a Und xa) 
eal cults Sa] AA Cela ee “YG ciel 
auf’) Lik oe, Bb i 
Sol els 4ald ie Ga ya 
“I know what is with the Dajjal, more than what he 
knows himself. He will have two rivers flowing, One 
will clearly resemble water and the other will clearly 
resemble a blazing fire. If any one of you sees that, 
then let him choose the river which resembles the 
fire, then let him close his eyes and lower his head 
and drink from it, for it will be cold water.”” * 


And it occurs in the hadith of al-Nawwas ibn Sam’an (may 
Allah be pleased with him) regarding the Dajjal, that the Com- 
panions said, ‘O Messenger of Allah how long a he remain on 
the earth?’ 


Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul- Fiten wa ‘asharat as-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dajal, (18/60- rou 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi li Mushm.’ 


* Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat as-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dagal, [18/61] with 
‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Mush.’ 
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He (7) said, “Forty days; one day like a year, one day 
like a month, one day like a week, and the rest of the 
days like your days.” 

They said, “How fast will he travel through the earth?” 
He (#8) said, “Like the clouds when they are driven 
by the wind. He will come to some people and call 
them, and they will believe in him and respond to 
him. Then he will command the sky to rain, and the 
earth to produce vegetation, and their cattle will te- 
tutn back to them in the evening, with their humps 
vety high, and their udders full of milk, and their 
flanks (sides) stretched. 


Then he will come to another people and will call 
them, but they will reject him. So he will leave them 
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and they will be stricken with famine, left with no 
wealth in their hands. He will pass by ruins and will 
say, ‘Bring forth your treasure!’ - and the treasure will 
follow him like a swarm of bees. Then he will call a 
man overflowing in youth, and will strike him with a 
sword and cut him in two, then (he will place the 
pieces apart from one another) the distance of an 
archer from his target. Then he will call him, and the 
young man will come forward smiling, with his face 
shining.” ° 


And it occurs in the narration of al-Bukhari from Abia Sa‘id al- 
Khudti (may Allah be pleased with him) that the person whom 
the Dajjal will kill will be from best of people, or the best of 
people. He will go out to the Dajjal from the city of the Messen- 
get of Allah (4g), and will say to the Dajjal: 


re al Usury Hide Sl UG ait’ a 
| at Ne 4, gia We pls, atile 
“4 od Cy gents 4 fe oR Ia “ 
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“I testify that you are the Dajjal about whom the 
Messenger of Allah (g) informed us.” 

The Dajjal will say (to the people): “What do you 
think - if I kill this man then bring him back to life, 
will you have any doubts?” | 

They will say, “No.” 


° Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat as-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dajal,{18/65-66] 
with ‘Sharh al-Nanwwawi li Muslim.’ 
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So he will kill him, and then bring him back to life. 
Then he (the believing man) will say, “By Allah, I 
have never been more sure about you than I am 
today.” 

The Dajjal will want to kill htm but will not be per- 
mitted to do so.” * 


The narration of Ibn Majah from of Aba Umamah al-Bahili 
(may Allah be a with him), in which the Prophet (#g) said: 


Ces °. 
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“And Surely from his great jfitnah is that he will say to 
a Bedouin, ‘Do you think that if I resurrect your fa- 
ther and mother for you, would you then testify that 
I am your lord?’ 

He will respond, ‘Yes.’ 

Then two shaytans (devils) will take the appearance 
of his father and mother, and will say to him, ‘O my 
son! Follow (and believe in) him, for verily he is your 
lord.” > 


We ask Allah to preserve us, and we seek His protection from 
trials and tribulation. 


* Sahih al-Bukhari, Kztab ul-Fitan, bab la yadkul al- age ab- Satie [13/101] with 
‘Fath ul-Bari.’ 


° Sunan ibn Majah, Kitab ul-Fitan, bab Fitnah ul-Dajjal wa khuraj Tsa ibn Maryam 


wa khurnj Yajuj wa Maja, (2,/1309-1363]. The hadith is sahth. See ‘Sahih al-Jami’ as- 
Saghir’ , [6/273-277] and hadith [no. 7752]. 
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dicate in Tawatur' form that the Dajjal will appear at the 

end of time, and that he is a real individual whom Allah 
shall give, from what He Wills, (to give him) great miraculous 
feats. Whereas Shaykh Muhammad ‘Abdah holds the view that 
the Dajjal is just a symbol of eupeeanous tales, deception and 
shameful deeds.’ 


T THE AHADITH WHICH HAVE preceded clearly in- 


Shaykh Abi ‘Abiyah also holds this view, and further holds 
that the Dajjal is a symbol of falsehood, becoming worse, and 
not an actual person from the children of Adam. And this a (false) 
interpretation of the ahadith is by altering their evident (mean- 
ings) without any circumstantial evidence. 


' Tawatur. A Mutawatir hadith is one which is reported by such a large number of 
people that they cannot be expected to agree upon a lie. See al-Jaza’iri, p.33. 

Examples of Mutawazir, are the five daily prayers, fasting, Zakat, the Hajj and 
recitation of the Qur’an 


* See ‘Tafsir alManar’, [3/317]. 


86 


Al Rebuttal of those who deny the Appearance of the Dayal 


Here is what Shaykh Aba ‘Abiyah has said while commenting 
on the ahadith of the Dajjal, ‘(There is great) diversity concern- 
ing what has been reported of the ahadith regarding the place of 
the Dajjal’s appearance; the time of his appearance; was he Ibn 
Sayyad or someone else besides him? Indicating that what is 
meant by the Dajjal is symbolic: of evil, its superiority, its tyr- 
anny, its peril worsening, its damage becoming grave in some 
periods of time and its harm diffusing in many places, because 
the means for it to establish, spread, and to be a trial, for some- 
time, will be made easy. Until its ember will be extinguished and 
its coal shall die by the might of the truth eae and the word 
of Allah, 


Aas vIen 
Ob Ku 
“ Surely falsehood is ever bound to vanish.” 


[Sérah al-Isra’ (17) : 81]? 


Additionally, he says, ‘Is not it more appropriate to understand 
that the Dajjal is only a symbol of evil, lies and falsehood...’ and 


so on.* 


We refute these (false) remarks, (by saying) that the narrations 
ate clear regarding that the Dajjal is an actual man. There is noth- 
ing, which indicates that the Dajjal is a symbol for superstitious 
tales, deception and falsehood. Moreover, there is no diversity 
of any discrepancy in the narrations. The harmonizing of the 
narrations has already preceeded. 


> See ‘AL Nihayah al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, [1/118-119], checking by Shaykh Abi 
‘Abiyah. 


* See ‘AL Nibayah al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, 1/152). 
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Firstly, I explained that the Dajjal would come from Asbahan 
from the direction of Khurasan - all of which are in direction of 
the Hast. I (further) explained what was said regarding Ibn Sayyad, 
is he the Dayjal, or someone else besides him? In that. aeeDent I 
cited the sayings of the scholars. 


Then if all of this becomes clear, that there is no confusion in 
the narrations regarding his place of appearance and neither the 
time of his appearance. Then, is no reason for them (two) to 
hold the view that they hold. Especially, indespite of what the 
nartrations indicate regarding his description which show, with- 
out employing symbolism, which he has no reason to employ, 
that he is a true and a real individual. 


Furthermore, (we find) Abu ‘Abiyah contradicts himself in 
his notes to the narrations mentioned regarding the Dajjal in ibn 
Kathir’s book ‘a-Fitan wa’l-Malabim’. For he comments on the 
Prophets (4g) saying, ‘Certainly, it is inscribed between his eyes 
Rafir; it will be read by whoever dislikes his actions, or every 
believer shall read it.” And his saying, ‘Know, that none of you 
shall see his Lord until he dies.’ 


Aba ‘Abiyah comments, ‘...and this affirms the untruth of the 
Dajjals claim of Rububiyal? - may Allah disfigure him - and com- 
plete His Anger and His Curse upon him.’ ° 


> Tawhid al-Rububiyyab (Tawhid of Allah’s Lordship) - This means to believe that 
Allah is the Lord, alone, and that He has no partners or helpers. The Rabb 
(Lord) is the One who Creates and Commands. There is no creator except Allah 
and there is no owner of the universe except Him. 


© See ‘AL Nibayah al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, (1/89. 
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So here, he believes that the Dajjal is an actual human - claim- 
ing Rububiyah - invoking Allah’s Anger and Curse upon him, 
whereas in another place he denies that the Dajjal is real, and 
that he is only a symbol of evil and finah. Undoubtedly this is 
cleat self-contradiction. And I hope, that the Prophets (8) say- 
ing does not apply to theses, who deny the Dajjal’s appearance: 


aid OSS) FA SD te GK ML 
ests oll Gites dell, eal 
| al Co I Ge OA 
“Indeed there shall come a people after you, who 
shall reject ar-Rajm,' the Dajjal, in the intercession, the 
punishment of the grave, and those people who shall 
come out of the Hell-fire after they have been 
burned.” ° 


It will soon be mentioned in the discussion about the Dajjal’s 
miraculous feats the order of seeking protection from his fituah; 
about his destruction which all decisively prove that his an ac- 
tual person. | 


" Ar-Rajm: Stoning’ - throwing stones at something or somebody. But often it 
refers to stoning to death of the adulterer and adulteress. See Dictionary of 
Islamic Words and Expressions, by Dr. Mahmoud Isma’il Saleh, p.85. TN 


®° Musnad of Imam Ahmad, [1/223] hadith no (157), checking by Ahmad Shakir 
who said, ‘Its chain of transmission is sahth.’ 
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OCCURRENCES 


OME OF THE MIRACULOUS FEATS, which the Dajjal 

will perform, have already been mentioned in the discus- 

sion about his /itnah. Theses miraculous feats are true events 
(which he shall perform) and are not erroneous delusions or mis- 
representations (of the truth), as some scholars claim. Ibn Kathir 
has quoted both from Ibn Hazm and at-Tahawi, that they say 
whatever is with the Dajjal (by way of miraculous feats then it) 
has no teality. Similarly he has quoted from Abu ‘Ali al-Jaba’i,’ 
the Shaykh of the Mutazilah,’ ‘it is not permitted for it to be real 
in this manner, lest the extra-ordinary feats of a magician resem- 


' He is Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab ibn Salam al-Basti, who died in the year 
303AH. See his biography in ‘Shatharat ut-Thahab’, [2/291] and ‘A+‘Alam’, [6/ 
256]. 


2 Mwv’tazilah: This sect began at the start of the second century after the Hijrah. 
It was found by ‘Amr ibn ‘Ubayd and Wasil ibn ‘Ata. This sect believes in the 
negation of Allah’s Attributes, calling it Tawhid! They believe the Qur’an to be 
created, rebellion against the Muslim rulers to be correct and that the Muslims _ 
guilty of major sins, are in a position between Belief and disbelief and that they 
are destined to be in Hell-fire forever. | 
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ble the miraculous feats of a Prophet.’ ° 


After them came Shaykh Rashid Rida who denies completely 
that the Dajjal will have with him miraculous feats. He claims, 
because this opposes the (sunan) ways and laws of Allah, the 
Most Sublime, which he has set in His creation. 


So he says about the narrations, relating to Dajjal: ‘Whatever is 
mentioned in the narrations about the miraculous feats (of the 
Dajjal) - is equivalent to the great signs (ayaz), by which Allah 
aided the (Ulul ‘Azm)* the firmly resolved Messengers or are 
superior to them, or (at least) places doubt upon them. As some 
of the scholars of (Aa/am) rhetorical speech have said; which 
some of the scholars of hadith have counted, as one of their 
innovations. : 


It is well known that Allah bestowed upon them - (the Proph- 
ets and Messengers) - these great signs (ayaf) for the guidance 
(hidayah) of his creation - on the basis of His Mercy preceding 
His Anger. So then how can the Dajjal be given the greatest of 
all miraculous feats - so that he can put to trial (/nah) the great 
majority of His servants?! 


For amongst the reports, (it is mentioned), ‘that he will over- 
whelm the entire earth, besides Makkah and Madinah, all in forty 
days’, to his saying, ‘the miraculous feats which are ascribed to 
him, are in opposition to the ways and laws of Allah, the Most 


> See ‘44 Nibayah al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, [1/120] checking by Dr. Taha az-Zaynee. 
* Ulul ‘Azm: The best of the Messengers are those of firm determination, these 


being Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad (may Allah’s peace and 
blessings be upon them all). 
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Sublime, which he has set in His creation. It is affirmed by the 
decisive Qur’anic texts that there is no altering or changing to 
His the Most Sublimes way or law. And moreover, these reports 
about the Dajjal are confusing and self-contradicting, and there- 
fore are not suitable to be used for specifying or opposing the 
clear decisive texts.’ ° 


_ He uses as evidence, about the ahadith of the Dajjal being con- 
tradictory, that it occurs in some reports, as has already preceded, 
that he will have a mountain of bread, rivers of water and honey, 
and that he will have with him a paradise and a fire... and the like. 
However, (according to him) all this opposes the hadith of 
Mughirah ibn Sh‘ubah, found in Bukhati and Muslim who said: 
‘No one asked the Prophet () about the Dajjal as much as I 
asked him. And certainly he said to me, 


Use 4s ee ae ye 
ANS Gyo all cle Ci gal “gh N89 gy 38 
“what harms or distresses you about him? 
‘I said, “They say, that he has with him a mountain of 
bread and a tiver of water.’ 
He (8) said, “On the contrary, he is more despicable 
and insignificant to Allah (than to do that).’ ° 


Abu ‘Abiyah is from those who have denied the miraculous 
feats of the Dajjal, (as-well). For he has said in his annotation to 


> See ‘Tafsir al-Manawi’, [9/490]. 
° Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab ul- Fitan, bab dhikr ul-Dajjal, [13/89] with a/-Fath. Sahih 


Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dagal, (18/74| with ‘Sharp al- 
Nanwwawi li Muslim.’ 
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the ahadith regarding that: “Will the vast majority of mankind 
face this enormous trial and tribulation? Will he bring death and 
cause life in public for all the people to hear (and then because 
of that) Allah will throw the servants in the Fire because he put 
them to trial?! 


Indeed Allah, the Mighty and the Majestic is more Compas- 
sionate and more Merciful to His servants than to inflict them 
with such an affliction. Which nobody is able to face - except 
one who has been endowed by Allah with an immense portion 
of firmness of #wan and strength of belief (‘agidah). 


Further the Dajjal - or any dajjal - is too insignificant to Allah 
than to give him mastery over His creation; and also to equip 
him with these great ‘weapons’ that wreak havoc and convulse 
and shake the “gidab, and the Din in the hearts of most of the 
creation.’ ’ | 


’ See ‘ALNibayah al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, {1/118}, checking by Muhammad Abi 
“Abtyah. | 
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HE REBUTTAL TO THESE INDIVIDUALS and their 
arguments is summarised as follows: | 
1. The ahadith which are mentioned concerning the miracu- 
lous feats of the Dajjal ate established and authentic. It 
is not permissible to refute them or to falsely interpret 
_ them - as in the doubts mentioned. And neither is there 
any confusion in them or contradiction. 


The hadith of Al-Mughirah, which Rashid Rida cites, 
which is found both in al-Bukhari and Muslim, which 
(according to him) opposes the ahadith of the Dayal. Then 
the reply to it is that the meaning of Allah’s Messenger 
(#2) saying, ‘he is too insignificant to Allah than that’. Is 
that he is too insignificant to cause the miraculous feats 
- which He will make on the hands of the Dajjal, to 
misguide the believers or to cause doubts in their hearts. 
But, rather they will increase the believers in “wan, and 
will cause doubt in those who have a sickness in their 
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hearts. 


It is like the saying of the one whom the Dajjal will kill: 
‘T have only increased in insight (that you ate the Dajjal) 
today concerning you.’ 7 


It is not intended by his saying, “He is too insignificant 
to Allah than that’, that there is nothing (of miraculous 
feats) with him. However, the intent is he is too insig- 
nificant, to make anything (of the miraculous feats) a 
sion, that he is truthful. And, especially when He has 
created in him evident signs indicating his lies and his 
disbelief (Auf), which every Muslim shall read, be he 
literate or illiterate - which is an additional piece of evi- 
dence to those of him being a created and deficient.’ As 
has preceeded in the discussion about his descriptions. 


. If we accept the hadith according to its apparent mean- 
ing then the saying of the Prophet (g) to al-Mughirah 
was said before it was revealed to the Prophet (ig) about 
the miraculous feats that the Dajjal will have with him. 
Due to the evidence of al-Mughirah’s statement to the 
Prophet (8g): ‘They say: that he has with him...’ And he 
did not say to the Prophet (4) you have said concerning 
him such and such. 


Then, after that revelation was sent, explaining the mi- 
raculous feats, and the great signs (aya?) which the Dajjal 
will have with him. So there is no contradiction between 
the narration of al-Mughirah and the apadith of the Dayjjal. 


' See ‘Sharh al-Nawwani li Muslim.’, [18/74 and Fath ul-Bar’’, {13/93}. 
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3. Indeed the miraculous feats of the Dajjal (which he shall 
perform) are true, and real, and are not illusions or mis- 
representations of the truth. The miraculous feats are 
those matters which Allah shall enable him to perform 
in-order to test the servants and as a trial for them. It is 
not possible that the condition and state of the Dajjal 
resembles the condition and state of the Prophets 
(Anbiya’). For it is not proven that he will claim 
Prophethood at the time when he performs the miracu- 
lous feats. However, they will appear at the time when 
he claims divinity and sii 


4. Rashid Rida’s deeming of what has been reported about 
the Dajjal overwhelming the entire earth besides Makkah 
and Madinah in forty days as unlikely, is not based on any 
evidence. However, there is evidence opposing that. For 
it occurs in the narration of Muslim that some of the 
Dajjal’s days will be long as a year, and some of them 
will be like a month and some of them will be like a 
week... as has already preceded.° 


5. That the miraculous feats which the Dajjal will be en- 
dowed with, do not in any way oppose Allah’s ways which 

He has set in His creation. For if we were to apply what 
Rashid Rida has said according to its apparent meaning, 
then we would have to render the miracles of the Prophets 

as futile. Because, they oppose Allah’s ways which He 
has set in His creation. So that which is said about the 


* See ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [13/105]. 


° See page 62-63. 
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miracles of the Prophets - that they do not oppose Allah’s 
ways which He has set in His creation - is also said con- 
cerning the miraculous feats of the Dajjal (only) 2B way 
of testing, trial and tribulation. 


6. If we accept that the miraculous feats of the Dajjal are 
in Opposition to Allah’s ways, which He has set in His 
creation, then we say: 


Certainly, extra-ordinary things will happen in the time 
of the Dajjal. Great events will occur, signifying the end 
of the world and the nearness of the Hour. So if his 
appearance is in a time of trial and tribulations, which 
Allah has Willed, then it is not to be said: Indeed Allah is 
too Compassionate to His servants than to put them to 
trial with Dajjal’s miraculous feats, because He is the 
Compassionate, the All-Aware. However, what is said 
His Wisdom has necessitated that He tests the servants 
by the Dajjal. And surely He has warned them and cau- 

tioned them about him. | 


After (all) this, I consider that it is appropriate here to quote 
what some of the distinguished scholars have said regarding af- 
firming the miraculous feats of the Dajjal; that they are true (and — 
teal) which Allah shall make as a trial and a test for the servants. 


Al-Qadi ‘Tyad has said, “These ahadith that Muslim and others 
have mentioned regarding the incident of the Dajjal is a proof 
for the way (Madhbab) of the people of truth. About the credibil-_ 
ity of his existence, who is an actual individual, by whom Allah 
will test His servants. 7 3 
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He will enable him to perform things which are from those 
things which only Allah the Most High is capable of. He will 
enable him to perform things which have been decreed by Allah 
the Most High. Like giving life to the one whom he will kill, the 
appearance of the earth’s splendor and fertility with him, his 
paradise, his fire and his two rivers. The following of the treas- 
utes of the earth behind him, his ordering of the sky to rain and 
it will rain and the earth to bring forth its produce and it will. All 
of this will occur by the will, and ability, and power of Allah, the 
Most High. Then after all this He will incapacitate him, so he 
will not be able to kill that man or anybody else; and will nullify 
his affairs; and ‘Isa (‘Glayhis-salam) will kill him. And Allah will 
keep firm those who believe. 


This is the way of Ah-ulSunnabh,* all the scholars of hadith, 


the jurists (f#qaha), the observers and scrutinizers. 


In opposition to the Khawarij,> the Jahmiyah,° and some of 
the Mu’tazilah, and others besides them who deny him, and hold 


* Abtul-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah. Those who temain upon that which the Prophet 
(2) and his Companions were upon with regards to ‘Aqidah, methodology and 
all matters of the Religion, not leaving their way in favour of the ways of the 
innovated sects such as the Rafidis, the Khawari, the Mu’tazillah, the Ash’aris etc. 


> Khawarij. Those who rebelled against ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) 
declaring him to be a disbeliever and those who rebel against and fight the 
Muslim rulers. They hold that Muslims who have committed major sins are 
disbelievers and are doomed to Hell-Fire forever. 


° Jahbmiyah. The followers of al-Jahm ibn Safw4n, the student of al-Ja’d ibn 
Dirham, both of whom were executed for their apostasy in the time of the lesser 
tabi’in. Among their beliefs is that they deny the attributes of Allah and declare 
that the Qur’an is created. 
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his affair to be false and that he does not really exist. As for those 
who claim that his miraculous feats are fables and illusions hav- 
ing no reality, arguing that if they are real then the miracles of 
the Prophets would not have been attested to. However, this is 
a mistake made by all of them. For he will not claim prophethood, 
so that which is with him (of miraculous feats) would be evi- 
dence for him (of being a prophet). But, what he will claim is 
divinity - and in the claim (itself) he will only be belie believing 
and negating himself due to the state of his deficient appear- 
ance, his incapability of removing the defects in his eyes, and 
from removing the evidence of his (Aur) disbelief which is writ- 
ten between his eyes. He will decetve nobody except the com- 
mon people despite of all these and others besides them (which 
prove him to be false in his claim). They only will believe in him 
to satisfy their needs and from poverty desiring to stay alive, or 
out of dissimulation (tagiyah), or out of fearing harm from him. 
For assuredly, he will be a great trial and tribulation, perplexing 
the minds and confusing the intelligent ones. While at the same 
time traveling so swiftly throughout the earth not remaining (in 
any place too long). So that weak (minded and in wan) can re- 
flect about his state and condition and the evidences of things 
occurring in him and his deficiency. So he will be believed, by 


whoever believes in him - under these circumstances? 


For this reason all of the Prophets warned about his frtnah, and 
informed their nations about his deficiency and the proofs of 


him being false. 
As for the people of prosperity (¢awfig), then they will not be 
deceived by him and nor will they be beguiled with what he has 


with him (of miraculous feats). 
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Due to the evidences, which we have mentioned, that belie 
him, and at the same time they will have knowledge about him. 
Due to this, the one that he shall kill and then bring back to life 
will say to him, ‘I have only increased in insight regarding you 
(that you ate the Dajjal).’ ’ | 


And al-Hafiz ibn Kathir says, ‘Indeed Allah will put his serv- 
ants to trial by the Dajjal and the miraculous feats which will be 
witnessed in his time. It has preceded that whoever responds to 
him, then he will command the sky to rain, and it will rain. He 
will command the earth to produce for them crops from which 
both them and their cattle shall eat them; their livestock will 
return to them fattened filled with milk. 


While whoever does not respond to him and rejects his affair 
then they will be afflicted with decay (in their food and pro- 
duce), drought, aridity, paucity, death of cattle, loss of wealth, 


lives and fruits of their toils and endeavors. 


Treasures like drones of bees, will follow him and he will kill 
a young man, and then bring him back to life. All of these (mi- 
raculous feats) are not trickery. On the contrary, they are true 
(and real) by which Allah will test His servants at the end of 
time. Misguiding by them, many, and guiding by them, many. 
The skeptics we disbelieve and those who have faith will in- 


crease 1n 7mdn.’ 


" See ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi li Mushim.’, [18/58-59] and ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [13/105]. 


® See ‘AL Nibayah al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, [1/121] checking by Dr. Taha az-Zaynee. 
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al-Hafiz ibn Hajr says: ‘Also, it is found in the Dajjal a clear 
proof about his falsehood for one who understands, and that is 
he is made up of created organs and limbs. The effect of being 
created is clearly evident in him and at the same time he will 
have impairment: by having a defect in both of his eyes. So when 
he calls to the people that he is their Lord: Then the worst state 
of one who sees him and he is from those who have understand- 
ing, is that he will know, (that if he is the lord of the heavens 
and eatth then) he would not wish to proportionize the physical 
creation of anybody, besides himself, nor balance it, or beautify 
it and not be able to remove the blemishes and defects from 
himself’ ? 


So the least what is required for him to say is: “O you who 
claim that you are the Creator of the heavens and the earth! Firstly 
fashion and amend yourself and remove from it your bodily de- 
fects. And if you claim that the Creator does not create anything 


within himself, then (at least) remove what is written between 


yout eyes.’ *” 


° What the Imam is intending is that the Dajjal, if he is the Lord of the heavens 
and earth, then he would not create man in the best of proportions - beautify 
and balance him, as Allah the Most High says, 

‘Indeed we have created man in the best of stature and mould.’ [Sarah a/- 
Tin: 4| | 

and His saying, ‘...and have preferred them above many of those whom 
We have created with a marked preference.’ [S#rah al-Isra’ : 70] 

and also His saying, “Then he fashioned him in due proportion...’ [Sarah al- 
Sajdah : 9}. | 

And then, not be able to remove the blemishes and defects from himself 
which consequently proves the futility of his claim. TN 


See Fath ul-Bari’, (13/103). 
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Ibn al-‘Arabi'' says: “The great signs that which will appear on 
the hands of the Dajjal, like the, descending of rain and fertility 
upon (the crops of) whoever believes in him, and drought upon 
whoever rejects him. And the treasures of the earth following 
him and what he has of Paradise, and Fire and flowing rivers. All 
of these are severe trials from Allah and a great test. So the 
skeptics will perish and the one with certainty (yagi) and firm 
iman will be saved. All of these are dreaded matters, and for this 
reason he (3) said, “There is no trial greater than the trial of the 
Dajjal.’ ' 


He is Abu. Bakr Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Ma’afiri, al- 
Ishbili, al-Maliki. The author of many works such as ‘Abkam al-Qur'an’ and 
others. He died and was buried near Faas in Morocco in the year 543AH. See: ‘AF 
_ ‘Alam’ [6/230]. 


2 See ‘Fath ul-Bar’’, [13/103]. 
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PROTECTION FROM THE TRIALS 
AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE 
DAJJAL 


4 {HE PROPHET (3%) HAS TAUGHT his wmmah how to 
safeguard herself from the finah of al-masih al-dayal. For 
certainly, he has left his w#mah upon the clear way (a/- 

Mahajah al-Bayda), its night is like its day, and no one deviates 

from it except the one who is damned. He (4g) did not leave any 

good, except that he has directed his wwmah to it; and nor any 
evil without warning them against it. : 


Among the things that he () has warned us against was the 
jitnah of the Dajjal, for surely, up to the establishment of the 
Hour, it is the greatest of all ei itnab, which the ummah will tace 
and encounter. 


Every Prophet warned his w#mah against the one-eyed Dajjal. 
While the Prophet Muhammad (#) has been distinguished with 
additional cautioning and warning of his wwmah. Indeed, Allah 
expounded to him, much of the Dajjal’s descriptions and char- 
acteristics, so he could forewarn his wwmah about him. The Dayjjal 
will undoubtedly emerge among this wwmah, because it is the 
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last ummahb, and Muhammad () is the Seal of the Prophets. 


These are some of the Prophetic guidelines, which the Cho- 
sen Prophet (4) has showed his uwmah, so that it may be pro- 
tected against this mighty jfituah. We ask Allah to save us and 


grant us refuge: 


1. Holding fast to Islam, to equip oneself with the weapon 
of iman, having knowledge of Allah’s lofty Names and 
Most Excellent Attributes in which He has no partner 
nor shared by anyone else. 


Consequently, (one who knows this) will know and recognise 
with certainty that the Dajjal is only a man. Who eats and drinks 
(like the rest of the people), while Allah, the Most Elevated is 
free and above all of that: He will realise that Dajjal is one-eyed 
and Allah is not one-eyed; and that no one shall see his Lord 
until he dies, but the Dajjal will be seen by all people, believers 
and kafirs alike, when he emerges. 


2. Seeking protection with Allah from the fttnah of the Dayjal, 
especially in Sa/azh (prayer) as occurs in many authentic 


ahadith. 


From them is what is reported by Bukhari, Muslim and al- 
Nas@i, from Umm al-Mu’minin ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased 
with her), the wife of the Prophet (4%), who said that the Mes- 


senget of Allah (8) used to say in his Salah: 


be Gy Se] os sh ar a 
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\..AMahumma inni a‘ndhu bika min ‘adbab al-gabri, wa a‘udhu 


bika min fitnat i-masib id-dayal...’ 


‘..O Allah, I seek protection with You from the tor- 


ment of the grave, I seek protection with You from 
the fitnah of the Dajjal...’ ' 


al-Bukhari narrates from Mus’ab? who said: Sa’d used to com- 
mand with five matters mentioning that the Prophet (;#g) used to 
command with them... from them, 


(SAN 4a Gye Gh Agel’, 
‘Wa inni a ‘adhu had min fitnat ul-Dunyab...’ 


‘I seek protection with You from the fiuah of the 
dunya (meaning: the fitnah of the Daijjal)...’ ° | 


And, ‘in employing the word dyunyah, unrestrictedly for the 
-Dayjal is an indication, that the fimah of the Dajjal is the greatest 
of all trials and tribulations to take place in the dunyah,’ * 


Moreover, Muslim narrates that Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be 
pleased with him) said: The Messenger of Allah (4g) said: 


" Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab Azan, bab al-Du’a qablul Salam, [2/317| with ‘Fath ul- 
Bar’, and Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Masajid was muwadh al-Salah, bab al-Ta’udhu bika 
min ‘adbab al-gabri, [5 4 87| with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi hl Mushm.’ 


* He is Mus’ab the son of the Companion of the Prophet (&), Sa’d ibn Abi 
Waqaas, see ‘Fath ul-Bari’, {11/175}. 


: Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Du’a’at, bab al-Ta’tdhu bika min ‘adhab al-qabri, [11/ 
174] with ‘Fath ul-Bar’. 


* See Fath ul-Bari’, [11/179]. 
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Us A) Ge ally Sead (SOI Ga 
‘When any one of you is at (the end of) Zashahhud, 
then let him seek Allah’s protection from four mat- 
ters, by saying: 


sal ty Me ie Ge Gy ST AI Hall 
£8 7B ny SGN, WAG Gy Sil 
SLAM ceivell 
‘Allahumma inni a‘udhi bika min ‘adhab jahannam wa min 
‘adhab al-qabri wa min fitnat il-mahya wa'l-mamat wa min 
sharri_fitnat al-masih ad-dayal.’ 


‘O Allah, I seek refuge with You from the punish- 
ment of Hell, from the punishment of the grave, 
from the trials of life and death, and from the evil 
of the fitnah of the Dajjal.’ ° 


Imam Tawus® used to command his son to repeat his prayer if 
he had not recited this particular supplication in his prayer.’ 


> Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Masajid wal muwadh al-Salah, bab al-Ta’udbu bika min ‘adbab 
al-gabri wa ‘adbab jahannam, [5/87] with ‘Sharh al-Nawwani i Muslim.’ 


° He is Imam Tawus ibn Kaysan, al-Yamani, Abi ‘Abdul-Rahman, from the 
major 7abi’in, who met fifty Companions of the Prophet (2). He performed 
forty pilgrimages. His supplications used to be responded to. 

Ibn ‘Uyaynah said about him: “The three who avoided the (sultan) ruler were: 
Abia Dhar in his time, Tawus in his time and Thawri in his time.’ He died in the 
yeat 106AH (may Allah have mercy upon him), see ‘Tadbib al-Tadhib’, [5/8-10}. 


’ Sahih Muslim, K7tab al-Masajid was muwadh al-Salah, bab al-Ta’udhu bika min ‘adhab 
al-gabri, [5/89 with ‘Sharh al-Nawwamni i Muslim. 
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This is evidence that the Salaf were very eager in teaching 
their children this great supplication. 


al-Safarini says: ‘It is essential for every scholar that he spreads 
the ahadith regarding the Dajjal amongst children, women and 
men. For, indeed, it occurs that from the signs of his appearance 
(drawing neater) is that mention of him will be forgotten on the 
pulpits (wanabin.’ * 


Up to his saying, “Especially in our times, in which (f/an) trials 
and tribulations have elongated and great adversities have in- 
creased. The distinguishing features of the Prophetic Sunnah 
have been effaced and have become like innovations (to the peo- 
ple). So an innovation is like legislations to be followed - and 
there is no movement nor might except by Allah, the Most High, 
the Most Magnificent.’ ’ 


3. Memorising verses from Swrah al-Kabf. 


The Prophet (8g) commanded us to tecite the opening verses 
of Sirah al-Kabf wpon the Dajjal. And according to some reports 
the concluding verses of this s#rah. This means reciting the ten 
verses from its beginning or the ten from its end. Among the 
ahadith narrated concerning this is which is reported by Muslim, 
the lengthy hadith from al-Nawwas ibn Sam’an, in which is his 
saying (8): 

8 In that regard there is a narration authenticated by al-Haythamiin Wawa’ al- 
Zawabid’ from Mus’ab ibn Jathamah who said: ‘I heard Allah’s Messenger (#2) 
saying, “The Dajjal shall not appear until the people neglect or ignore mentioning 


him, and the Imam’s (in the masajid) will cease to mention him on the pulpits 
(manabir).’ See ‘Majma’ al-Zawahid wa Manba’a al-Fawaiad’, (7/335). 


> See ‘Lawami’ al-Anwar al-Bahiyah’, {2/106-107]. 
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fase 9 Se TA Be SA ys 


‘Whoevet among you encounters him (the Dajjal), 
let him recite upon him the Spcnines verses of Sarah 
al-Kahf. " 


Muslim also narrates from Abu Darda’ that the Prophet (3) 
said: 


2¢S) 5) gus ar) us s f) oo et U- 
‘Whoever memorizes the ten commencing verses 
from Surah al-Kahf will be protected from the Dajjal 
- Le. from his ftnah,’ 


Muslim said: ‘Shu’bah said, 


avis | val te 0, 0 Sh Alt UG 


‘(that they are) from the concn: verses of Sarah 
al-Kahf. 


Hammam said, 
HSN SI ie ala SE 


‘(that they are) from the beginning of Sarah al- 
Kabf? 11 


© Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ ah, bab dhikr ul-Dayal, [18/65] with 
‘Sharh al-Nawwani h Muslim. 


| Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Salat ul-Musafir, bab fadl Sirah al-Kahf wa Ayat ul-Kursi,{6/ 
92-93] with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Mushm.’ 
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al-Nawawi comments: “The reason for this is because at the 
great wonders and great signs it’s commencing verses contain. 
For whoever reflects deeply upon them shall not be put to trial 
by the Dayjjal. 


Similarly, in it’s concluding part, is Allah’s the Most High’s 
saying, | 


a Ge SPs tae 
* 


o 


~ wo? 
Bors solely tatalls 
ic a 
ayy 
Do then those who disbelieve think that they can 


take My slaves as awiiyda’ besides Me?... 
[Sarah al-Kahf (18) :102]’! 


“ 
wee “wR 


“a ° a 


Pol 
Cy. 
oo 


_ This is from the distinctive features of Sarah al-Kahf. For there 
ate many ahadith encouraging that it be recited especially on Fri- 
days. Al-Hakim relates from Abt Sa‘id al-Khudri (may Allah be 
pleased with him) that the Prophet (4g) said: 


‘Whoever recites Sarah al-Kahbf on Friday, then it will 
be illuminate light for him from one Friday to the 


next.’ 


Undoubtedly, Sarah al-Kabf is of great significance, containing 


"2 See ‘Sharh an-Nawwawi Li Mushm’, {6/93}. 


See Mustadrak al-Hakim’, [2/368] who said: “This hadith has an authentic 
chain of transmission; and is not reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim.’ 

And al-Dhahabi says, ‘Nu‘aym (that is Hammad) has Manakir’, and al-Albani 
says, ‘Sabih’, see Sabib al-Jami’ al-Saghir’, [5/340] hadith no. 6346. 

Munkar (p|. Munakir): ‘Ts when a weak narrator narrates that which is narrated 
by a #higa (trustworthy).’ See ‘Miuyjam Mustalahat al-Hadith’ by Sulayman Musallam 
and Isma’il al-Jamal. T.N. 
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great verses, such as the story of the People of the Cave, the 
story of Musa and al-Khidr, the story of Dhu’-Qarnayn and his 
building the great barrier, barricading Ya’juj and Ma’jw, the af- 
firming of the Resurrection and the blowing of the Trumpet. 
The exposition of those who are most in lost regarding their 
deeds, believing that they were on guidance, and in reality they 
were upon misguidance and blindness. 


So it is essential for every Muslim that he eagerly recites this 
Surah, to memorise it and to repeat it often, especially on the 
best day upon which the sun (has ever) risen, namely Friday. 


4. Fleeing from the Dajjal and remaining far away 
from him. 


The most excellent of places are Makkah or Madinah, as has 
already preceded that the Dajjal shall not enter them. 


— Itis crucial for every Muslim when the Dajjal appears that he 
remains far away (as possible), because of the great confusion he 
will cause and the miraculous feats that he will have with him, 
which Allah will cause to occur at his hands as a trial for the 
people. For a person will approach him considering himself to 
be firm and full of wan, and will end up believing in him and 
following him. 


We ask Allah that He protects us and all the Muslims from his 
fitnah. 
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Imam Ahmad, Aba Dawid and al-Hakim narrate from Abi 
Dahama,'* who said: ‘I heard ‘Imran ibn Husayn (may Allah be 
pleased with him) relate that the Prophet (@) said: 


Osi Gl alla ate GG SAIL Aas Ge 
By 7 07 City Con Anita > ae ch 288 


ar a) 


tga Cyn dg Cink Lad “of alg Gye 4 


‘Whoever hears of the Dajjal then let him keep far 
away from him. For by Allah, a man will approach 
him, and he will consider himself a firm believer, 
and will end up believing in him and following him. 
Due to the great (misguiding) he will cause and doubts 
that he will put forth...’ » 


‘* He is Qarafah ibn Bahees, al-‘Adawi, al-Basti, who is Tabi’i and trustworthy. 
He narrated from some Companions of the Prophet (4g) such as, “Imran ibn 
Husayn, Sam4rah ibn Jindub and others. See his een in ‘Tadbib al-Tadhib’, 
[8/369]. 


5 See ‘AL Fath al-Rabbani’, [24/74] and ‘Sunan Abi Dawid’, [11/242] with “Awn 
al-Ma’ bud and ‘Mustadrak al-Hakim’. 

Al-Hakim said, “This hadith has an authentic chain of transmission corre- 
sponding to the condition set by Muslim, both al-Bukhari and Muslim have not 
repotted it.’ | _ 

al-Dhahabi remained silent about it. This hadith is authenticated by al-Albani, 
see ‘Sahih al-Jam? al-Saghir’, [5/303] hadith no. 6177. 
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THE QU’RAN 


of the Dajjal not being explicitly mentioned in the Qur'an. 

Even although his nah is very great and the Prophets have 
warned us about him, and we have been ordered to seek protec- 
tion with Allah from his ftnah while in Prayer. 


S CHOLARS HAVE ASKED ABOUT the wisdom (hikmah) 


The scholars have answered about this with several responses 


from them are: 


1. That he is mentioned implicitly amongst the verses which 
are in Allah, the Most High’s saying, 


“3 aera 4 “ee “yt Pee Ror 
[reli aer Yeh cble Gow dhe» 


* 4%, Boe A? “ 
IBC NS EL SSI 
The Day that some of the Signs of your Lord 
do come, no good will it do a person to believe 
then, if he believed not before, nor earned good 
through his faith... | 
| [Surah al-An’am : 158] 


1a 


The Mention of the Dayal in the Qu’ran 


These Signs are: 


[i]. The Dajjal 
[ti]. The Rising of the Sun from the West 
[ttt]. The Beast 


All of these are mentioned in the Lafsir of this verse. For Mus- 
lim and al-Tirmidhi relate from Abt Hurayrah (may Allah be 
pleased with him) who said: Allah’s Messenger (g) said: 


OS Al ly Ladd Qi U Cee WY tat 
gis Ik Ugiley of Cis Cis “S$ USE tye Cad 
ya i 4% B55 5 NN gs a ha ee 


“There are three matters if they appear then, it will 
not benefit a person to have wan (in Allah), if it had 
not believed previously, or aquired because of its ian, 
any good (khAayr): the Rising of the Sun from 
the West; the Dajjal and the Beast ane of the 
earth.’ ! 


2. That the Quran has mentioned the descending of ‘Isa 
(‘alayhis-salam), and ‘Isa is the one who will kill the Dajjal. 
So it sufficed to mention the Masih of Guidance instead 
of the Masih of misguidance. 


It is a custom (in the language) of the Arabs that they content 


themselves by mentioning one word with a counter active meaning 
instead of the other. 


' Sahih Muslim, Kitab Iman, bab al-Zaman althe la i yagbal fih al-Iman, [8/195] with — 
‘Sharh al-Nawwawi li Mushm.’ , 
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3. That he is referred to Allah, The Most High’s saying 


pie McG 
a 9 GALS ol NRE EIS ol SIE 


“ 


Indeed, the creation of the Heavens and the 
_ Earth is greater than the creation of the peo- 
ple. | | 
_- : [Surah Ghafir : 57| 


The intent with the word a/-Nas (the people) here is the Dajjal 
employing the whole (that is people) ald for some 
persons or person. 


Abi ‘Aliyah? comments: “That is, greater than the creation of 
the Dajjal, when he was magnified by the Jews.’ ° 


Ibn Hajr says: ‘And this - if it is proven - is the best of 
responses. So he is from those matters, which the Prophet (4g) 
took responsibility to explain. And the knowledge is with 
a : 


4, The Qur’an has not mentioned the Dayjal because of his 
- contemptuous standing (in the Sight of Allah). For he 
will claim Lordship and he is a human, whose condition 
opposes the Majesty of the Lord, His Magnificence, His 
Perfection, His Glory and Who is free from deficiency. 


* He is Rafi’a’ ibn Mehran al-Riyahi, the freed slave, al-Basari who was from 
among the major 7abi’in. He was alive in the time of Jahil/hyah, and embraced 
Islam after the death of the Prophet (2). He narrated from many Companions. 

He died in the year 90AH. See his biography in ‘Tadhib al-Tadhib’, [3,/284-285]}. 


3 See ‘Taftir al-Qurtubi’, [15/325]. 
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Por this reason his matter and affair with Allah is too despica- 
ble, and contemptuous that he should be mentioned. Although 
the Prophets have warned against him, and have explained about 
his danger and. fiinah, as has preceded... 


If the objection that the Qur’an has mentioned Fir’awn, is 
raised, and he claimed Lordship (Rububiyah), and Divinity 
(Ulihiyah), then what is said: the matter and affair of Fir’awn has 
ended, and finished. He is mentioned as an admonition and a 
lesson for the people. As for the affair of the Dajjal then it will 
occur at the end of time. So mention of him was left (out of the 
Qur’an) only as a test (for the people), despite that his claim of 
Lordship is too evident that it is futile to be drawn attention to 
in the Qur’an. For the Dajjal is apparently, defective and clearly 
despised. Too despicable and contemptuous to hold the posi- 
tion that he 1 is claiming, | 


As a result, Allah left mention of him, because what He, the 
Most Sublime, knows about His believing servants. That the 
like of this will not be hidden to them, but it will only increase 
them in 7van and submission to Allah and His Messenger. As the 
young man will say and reply to whom the Dayal will lull: 


asall ks vo 5 ymca Ud Ghd CBE Le alll’, 


‘By Allah, I have only increased in insight regarding 
you today.’ ° 


* See ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [13/92]. 
: Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘gsharat al-Sa ‘ah, bab Zz yada a Dajjalu al- 


Madinah, [13/101] 
with ‘Fath ul-Bari.’ 
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Sometimes, the mention of something is left out, because it is 
too clear (to be mentioned), like the Prophet left mention, in his 
final illness, that he should write a letter regarding Aba Bakr al- 
Siddiq’s Khilafah.° For it was too clear to mention to the Com- 
panions due to his lofty rank already in the sight of the Compan- 


ions. 


“whereas Allah and the believers do not substanti- 
ate the claim of anyone but that of Abt Bakr.’ ’ 


Ibn Hajr cities the question regarding the Dajjal not being men- 
tioned in the Qur’an as a non-ceasing question. For Allah, the 
Most High mentions Yaya and Ma’jwj in the Qur’an and their 
fitnah is close to the fitnah of the Dajjal.® | 


And perhaps the first reply (given) is much closer (to being 
correct), and Allah knows best. So the Dajjal is mentioned as 
being among some of the verses, and the Prophet (8) took the 
responsibility to explain those broad aspects (in detail). 


° That is, Abii Bakr is to be the Khalifah after the death of the Prophet (2). 


7 Sahih Muslim, Kitab al-Fadail, bab fadail Abi Bakr al-Siddig, {15/155] with ‘Sharh 


al-Nawwawi li Mushm.’, 


® See Fath ul-Bari’, (13/91-92]. 
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HE DESTRUCTION OF THE DAJJAL will be at the 

hands of Masih ‘Isa ibn Maryam (‘/ayhis-salam), as is 

proven by the authentic ahadith. This is because the Dajjal 
will overwhelm the entire, besides Makkah and Madinah. His 
followers will be abundant, spreading his fitnab far and wide. No 
one will escape his fitnah except for a small number of the be- 
lievers. At that point, ‘Isa ibn Maryam (‘alayhis-salam) will descend 
to the eastern minaret in Damascus. The believing servants of 
Allah will gather around him. He will then travel with them seek- 
ing the Dajjal. The Dajjal at the time of ‘Isa (‘a/ayhis-salam) 
discension will be traveling in the direction of Bayt al-Maqdis 
(Jerusalem). ‘Is will catch up with him at the gate of Ludd.' 


" Ludd is a place in Palestine near Bayt al-Maqdis, see ‘Mujam al-Buldan’, (5/15). 

In modern times, Lod is part of the territory occupied by Jewish immigrants. 
The Israel Defense Forces attacked and captured the city on July 12, 1948; since 
then it has been part of Israel and has been largely resettled with Jewish immi- 
grants. Lud is a major Israeli transportation hub, with an important railway and 
road junction, and the International Airport Israel’s overseas flights. There, one 
of Israel’s largest industries is located servicing and repairing aircraft and build- 
ing commercial and military jet aircraft. [Enclyclopedia Britannia 1999]. 
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_ When the Dajjal sees him, he will begin to dissolve, like salt 
dissolving in water. Thereupon ‘Isa (G/ayhis-salam) will say to him, 
‘Verily I have for you a fatal blow, which I shall not fail to miss.’ 


Then ‘Isa (‘a/ayhis-salam) will catch up with him (and seize him), 
and will kill him with his spear/lance. His followers will be de- 
feated whom the believers will follow and kill. Until the trees, 
rocks and stones will say, ‘O Muslim, O servants of Allah, there 
is Jew behind me SD 2521 from the ghargad 


(box thorn). For it is one of the trees of the Jews.’ 


And here are some of the ahadith regarding the destruction of 
the Dajjal and his followers: Muslim narrates from ‘Abd-Allah 
ibn “Amr (may Allah be pleased with them both) who said: “The 
Messenger of Allah 8) said: 


ele Od te . gil e ec 
| ating e) 3) grits oy rs 3 ris iste 
“The Dajjal will emerge among my ummah and (will 
stay for forty... Then Allah will send) ‘Isa ibn Maryam, 
who resembles ‘Urwah ibn Mas‘id, and he will seek 
him, and kill him.” 3 ~ oe 


Imam Ahmad and al-Tirmidhi have narrated from Majma’ ibn 
Jartyah al-Ansari (may Allah be pleased with him) said: ‘I heard 
the Messenger of Allah (:98) say: 


See ‘Al-Nibayah al-Fitan wal- Malai’ , [1/128-129] checking by Dr. Taha al- 


Zaynee. 


> Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ul-Dagal, [18/75-76] 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Mushm.’ 
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Wf gig URL sit ye OH Ot 
“The son of Maryam will kill the Dayjal at the gate of 
Ludd.’ * | 


ioinsiies natrates a lengthy hadith from EN owas ibn Sam’an 
(may Allah be pleased with him) about the Dajjal, in which the 
stoty of the descent of ‘Isa and his killing the Dajjal are men- 
tioned. In this hadith the Prophet (3) said: 


wg@itly ALG, © Gi i a Sd AS) tht 
MY ty 4S ju) fe Mite OS ght 
a 


‘...Evety Aafir who will smell the fragrance of (Isa) 
will die, and his fragrance will reach as far as he will 
be able to see. He will then search for him (the Dajjal) 
until he catches up with him at the gate of Ludd, 
where he will kill him.’ ° 


Imam Ahmad narrates from Jabir ibn “‘Abd-Allah (may Allah be 
pleased with him) who said: “The Messenger of Allah (3g) said: 


See “AL-Fath ul-Rabbani Tartib Musnad Abmad’, [24/83] and al-Tirmidhi [6/513- 
514], with ‘77 tia lul-Ahwath.’ 


> See ‘AL Fath ul-Rabbani Tartib Musnad Ahmad’, [24/84-85] 
Al-Haythami says, “Ahmad has reported it with two chains of transmission, 
one of them - its men in the chain are the men of Sahih al-Bukhar?, see Mane: 
‘al-Zawaid’, [7/344]. 
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Ce JUN cyl Ge AS Cf Ueal ¢ 7” 
Ge gtd Oe OY Glue UDG oa 
(Railay Ue (nll tet a oa “pull 
Ca) Jae Cyl gtd Sus) GIS 4 
tae in inte 138 TS | 
Gy ad 40 UGA SULA a at, aie acl 
xt ss Ua i Osis all & 
Soe Cad le Aol! |e J Chall Sle be 
cgtast g Lal 58 aclall C —- CH ¢ aE KS) 
G gay yaad, Sal Ol ie ‘ atiza 43 
Hah OS Ge WI UO pag a ADC 
AYs UY Tae. 


‘The Dajjal will emerge at a time when religious com- 
mitment is low and knowledge has decreased... 
Then ‘Isa ibn Maryam will descend just before dawn 
and will call people, saying, “O people, what is pre- 
venting you from coming out against this evil liar?’ 

- They will say, ‘This man is a jimnee’, then they will set 
out, and behold they will see ‘Isa ibn Maryam. 
The sgamah will be given for the prayer, and it will be 
said to him, ‘Go forward (to lead the prayer), O Spirit 
of Allah.’ 
He will say, ‘Let your Imam go forward and lead you 
in prayer.’ 
When he has prayed the morning (far) prayer, they 
will go out to meet him (the Dajjal) and when he sees 
the great liar, he will start to dissolve like salt in water. 
‘Isa will go to him and kill him. 
Even the tree and rocks will call out, ‘O Spirit of Allah, 
here is a Jew!’ And none of those who followed him 
will be left, except that he will kill him.” | 
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And with his death (may Allah curse him), his great fitnah will 
come to an end. Allah will save those who believed from his evil 
and from the evil of his followers, at the hands of the Spirit and 
Word of Allah, ‘Isa ibn Maryam (Glayhis-salam) and his believing 
followers. Praise and blessings be to Allah. 


121 


THE DESCENT OF ISA 


ibn Maryam (may Allah be pleased with them both), it 
would be more appropriate firstly to be familiar with his 


descriptions as occurs in the legislative texts. 


Bene DISCUSSING ABOUT the descention of ‘Isa 


The descriptions of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be 
upon him) 


His description, as occurs in the narrations, is that: 


= Heis aman 

=" Medium height, neither tall or short 

" Reddish (in complexion) 

*" Curly haired 

= Broad-chest 

" Straight haired, as if he has come out (after bathing/wash- 
ing) from a bathroom, combed, exceeding’ his earlobes - 


filling that between his shoulders 


1 Limma: is the hair on one’s head. It is said to one whose hair exceeds his 
eatlobes: (He has a) Limma, if it exceeds that then it is a Jumma. 
See, ‘AL Nthayab-fi-gharibi-hadith’, (4/273). 
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The ahbadith relating them are the following: 


What is reported by both Bukhari and Muslim from Abt 
Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said, ‘Allah’s 
Messenger ($2) said, 


pl met Misa on the night of my ascension... and I 
met ‘Isa... (describing him saying) - He was one of 
moderate height, red-faced as if he had just come. 


999 2 


out from a bathroom. 


Bukhati, too narrates from ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased 
with both of them), who said, ‘Allah’s Messenger (4g) said, 


“T saw ‘Isa, Musa and Ibrahim, as for ‘Isa then he is 
of ruddish complexion, curly-haired and broad- 
chested.” > 


While Muslim relates from Abii Hurayrah (may Allah be pieasea 
with him), who said, ‘Allah’s Messenger (8) said, 


“T found myself in a-Hyr and the Quraysh were ask- 
ing about my night journey... I saw ‘Isa, ibn Matyam 
praying. The closest of all men in resemblance is 


* Sahih al-Bukhati, ‘The Book of the Prophets’, ‘the chapter regarding Allah’s 
statement’, “And mention in the Book (the story of) Maryam.” [Sarah Maryam 
19: 16], [6/476] with ‘Fath u/-Bari’, and Sahih Muslim ‘the chapter regarding 
Allah’s Messenger (#8) Ascension and the Corea oF (five) Prayers.’ [2/ ae 
with al-Nawwawi’s explanation. 


> Sahih al-Bukhati, ‘The Book of the Prophets’, ‘the chapter regarding Allah’s 


statement’, “And mention in the Book (the story of) Maryam: ” [Surah Maryam 
19: 16], with Fath ul-Bari’, [6/477]. : 
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‘Urwa ibn Mas‘id al-Thagafi.” * 


- Further, in Bukhari and Muslim it is reported from ‘Abdullah 
ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with both of them), who said, 
“That the Messenger of Allah (8) said, 


“TI found myself one night near the Ka‘bah, I saw a 
man with brunet complexion’ amongst the fairest 


* He is the illustrious Companion: Abu Mas‘td, ‘Urwa ibn Mas‘td ibn Mu’tab 
ibn Malik, al-Thagafi (may Allah be pleased with him). He embraced Islam after 
the Prophet (348) departed from Taif. He had a beneficent hand in resolving the 
treaty of Hudaybiyah. He was man who was loved and obeyed amongst his 
people: the people of Taif. But when he called them to Islam they killed him. © 
When he was shot with an arrow it was said to him, ‘How do you see your 

death?’ He replied, ‘A Blessing which Allah has honoured me with and martyrdom 

which he has dispatched to me. So there is nothing in my blood except that 

which was in the blood of the martyrs who were killed alongside Allah’s 

Messenger (#2) before he departed from you.’ 

The Prophet (#8) said concerning him, “The similitude of ‘Urwa is like the 
similitude of the Companion of Yasin. He called his people to Allah and they 
killed him.’ 

It is said that he is intended by Allah the Most High’s saying, ‘If only this 
Qur’an was revealed to a great Peron from the t two peers [Sarah al-Lukhruf 
43: 31] 

See: “AL [sti‘ab ft Mar’ riftul tA shab’, |3/1066-1067] by ibn ‘Abdul-Batr checking 
by ‘Ali al-Bajawi, ‘a/[sabah ft Tamyiz al-Sahabah’, [2/477-478] by ibn Hajr and 
‘Tajrid Asma’ al-Sahabah’, [1/380], by al-Dhahabi. 

The hadith ts in Sahih Muslim, “The chapter mentioning al-Masih ibn Maryam’ 
[2/237-23 ‘ with ‘Sharh al-Nawwani hk Mushm.’ 

; This term deplies to camel coloured tinged either with whiteness or with 
streaks of blackness. It also means a clear white or immensely white complexion. 
[Lanes Lexicon]. Taken from the footnote to the above hadith in the English 
translation of Sahih Muslim vol. 4a by Dr Mahmood Matraj. The word em- 
ployed is Adam: which is dark brown (in colour). It is said: He has the adama 
(complexion) of the ground - that is - its colour; and by it Adam was named. See, 


‘AL. Nihayab-f-gharibi-hadith’, (1/32 
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complexioned men that you ever saw. He had a Amma’ 
of hair, the most beautiful of 4wam that you ever 
saw, combed, with water trickling out from it. He 
was leaning on two men, or on the shoulders of the 

two men, and he was citcumbulating around the 
Kab‘ah. I asked, NO) is this?’ It was said, ‘This is a/- 
Masih ibn Maryam.” 


And in Bukhari and Muslim version from Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah 
be pleased with both of them) it is mentioned, ‘No by Allah, the 
Prophet (#) did not say that, “Isa is ruddish (in complexion), 
but rather he said, (then he os the complete hadith simi- 
lar to the previous narration).’ ® 


Moreover, in Muslims narration from ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be 


pleased with both of them), the Prophet (8) said, 


“There was a man with an Adam complexion’ 


... whose hair was neither too curly nor too straight. 
299 10 


To harmonise between these narrations, that in some he is 
tuddish (in complexion) and in some that he is Adam (in com- 
° Meaning defined previously. 

” Sahih al-Bukhari, ‘The Book of the Prophets’, with a/-Fath [6/477] and Sahih 
Muslim, “The chapter mentioning al-Masth ibn Maryam’, [2/233] with ‘Sharh al- 
Nawwawi li Mushm.’ 

§ Sahih al-Bukhati, with a/-Futh [6/477]. 


° Already defined previously. 


© Sahih Muslim, [2/236]. 
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plexion), and that he is straight-haired and in some his hair is 
curly. | | 


Then there is no in consistency between redness and brown- 
ness. For it is admissible that his brownness is a clear (brown- 
ness)." 


As for ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with both of them) 
denial of the report that ‘Isa is ruddish (in complexion). Then he 
is at vatiance with those who have also memorised the colour of 
his complexion. Since both Abi Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased 
with him) and ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with both of 
them) have narrated that he (may Allah’s peace and blessings be 
upon him) is of ruddish complexion. 


And as for him being straight-haired in one narration and curly 
haired in another and curly haired is opposite to being straight 
haired. Then to reconcile between these two (differences) is that, 
he is (actually) straight haired. As for him being described as 
curly haired then the intent behind - that is the curliness in his 
(bodily) hair - which is (due to) the combination of the flesh and 
its firmness, and not the hair of his head.’ 


" See ‘AL Isha‘ah’, [pp. 143]. 


? See ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [6/486]. 
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FTER THE APPEARANCE OF THE DAJJAL and his 

Aone in the earth, Allah will send ‘Isa (may Allah’s 

AK. peace and blessing be upon him) who will descend to 
the earth (from the sky). : 


His descension will be at the white minaret in eastern Damas- 
cus, in Sham. He will be wearing two white garments lightly dyed 
with wurs'? and saffron, his hands placed on the wings of two 
angels. Whenever he lowers his head perspiration will trickle from 
it. And when he raises it, beads like pearls will scatter from it. 


Every disbeliever who smells his breath will die (immediately) 
and his breath will reach.as far as he is able to see. 


He will descend upon the victorious group (a/-TLaifat ul- 


Mansurah), which will fight upon the truth, united together. in 
fighting the Dajjal. 


'3 Wurs. Yeminite dye-yielding plant (Memcylon Tinctorium), see Hans wehr 
Arabic Dictionary [pp. 1244]. TN 
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He shall descend just before the (dawn) prayer is established 
and will pray behind the Imam of that group. 


ibn Kathir comments, “The most prominent (statement) re- 
garding his place of descension is that it is on the eastern white 
minaret in Damascus. And I have seen in some books (of hadith) 
that he will descend on the white minaret on the eastern side of 
the Great Central Masjid in Damascus. So maybe, this is what is 
preserved... and there is not in Damascus a minaret known as 
sharqiyah (eastern), save that which is next to the Umaywi Cen- 
tral Masjid in Damascus from its eastern side. This is what is 
more fitting and appropriate. For when he descends the prayer 
will be ready to commence the Imam of the Muslims (at that 
time) will say, ‘O Spirit of Allah! Proceed (and lead the prayer).’ 
_ He will respond, ‘You proceed! For the Prayer was established 
for you,’ and in one report, ‘Some of you have been made lead- 
ets/commanderts over other amongst you - a honour from Allah 
for this wmmah. 


ibn Kathir further mentions that in his time in the year 741 a+ 
Fyri the minaret was restored (of the central maszd) from white 
stone; which was built from the wealth of the Christians who 
had burnt the (previous) minaret which was in the place (of the 
new one). And perhaps this is from the clear Prophetic proofs. 
For Allah decreed that the erection of the minaret will be from 
the wealth of the Christians. So ‘Isa ibn Maryam can descend 
upon it, and will consequently lull all the swine’s, break the cross 


'4 Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Imdn, The chapter regarding the descension of ‘Isa ibn 


Maryam, Ruling by the legislation of our Prophet, Muhammad ()’, [2/193- 
194] with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Mushm.’ 


® See ‘AL Nibayah al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, (1/144-145] checking by Dr Taha Zayni. 
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and will not accept from them the /izyah, and will kill whoever 
does not accept Islam and likewise others besides them from 


the disbelievers.!° 


Moreover, in the lengthy hadith of al-Nawwas ibn Sam’4n, re- 
garding the appearance of the Dajjal and ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace 
and eee be epee him) CSc calor, the ic ae oe) said, 


“When Allah sends a/- Masi ‘Tsa ibn Maryam, he will 
descend at the white minaret in the eastern side of 
Damascus wearing two garments his hands placed 
on the wings of two Angels whenever he lowers his 
head perspiration will trickle from it. And when he 
raises his head, beads like pearls will scatter: from it. 
Every disbeliever who smells his breath will die; and 
his breath will reach as far as he is able to see. He 
shall then seatch for him - the Dajjal - until he will 
catch hold of him and the gate of Ludd-and will kill 
him. The people whom Allah protected (from the 
Dajjal’s trials) will come to ‘Isa the son the Maryam, 
and he will wipe their faces and will inform them of 


their ranks in Paradise.” '’ 


2. Allah the Most High saying, “And because of their saying, 
‘We killed al-Masih, ‘Isa ibn Maryam, the Messenger of Allah,’ 
- but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but resemblance of 


‘Isa was put over another man.” 


16 Ibid [1/145]. 


’ Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat as- Sa ah, bab dbikr ul- Dae [18/67-68] 


with ‘Sharh al-Nawwani k Muslim.’ 
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ABOUT ‘ISA DESCENSION 


1. Allah the Most High says, 


repress - & a. 


<<) nes nats VC (31 oe ee here 


And when (‘Isa) ibn Maryam is quoted as an ex- 
ample, behold, your people cry aloud. 


To His, the Most High’s saying, 


— And he (‘ isa ibn aaa shall be a known sign 


for the Hour. | , | 
(Surah al-Zukbruf (43) : 57-61] 


These verses have occurred regarding ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace 


and blessing be upon him). At the end of these verses it is men- 
tioned, 


y sed a51; 9 
And he shall be a known sign for the Hour. 
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That is ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) 
descension before the Day of Resurrection is a Major Sign indi- 
cating the closeness of the Hour. This is proven by another 
(Qur’anic) reading, “Wa innahu lana‘ lama lis-Sa‘ah.”, with both 
consonants ‘Ayn and Jam bearing a fatbah. That is, a (major) sign, 
and indication of the establishment of the Hour. Further, this 
(Qur’anic) reading is reported from Ibn ‘Abbas and (his illustri- 
ous ero Mujahid and others from the eigreay Imams of 
tafsir."® : 


Furthermore, Imam Ahmad reports with his chain of narra- 
tion right back to Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with both of 
them), who says, regarding the /afsir of this verse, 


“It is the appearance of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and 
blessing be upon him) before the Day of 
Resurrection.” ? 


Similarly, ibn Kathir comments, ‘What is correct, is that the 
(attached) pronoun refers to ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing 
be upon him). For the context is in reference to him.’ ” 


And he rules out that the meaning of the verse is that ‘Isa 
(may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) was dispatched 
with (great miracles) such as: giving life to the dead, curing the 
blind, lepers and others with illnesses (and sicknesses). And more 
remote than this (according to ibn Kathir), is what is related from 


'8 See ‘Tafsir ul-Ourtubi’, [16/105], and ‘Tafsir ul-Tabar’, (25/90-91), 


” See ‘Musnad Abmad, [4/329], checking ere Ahmad Shakir who said, ‘Its chain 
of transmission is authentic.’ 


” See ‘Tafsir ibn al-Kathir’, [7/222]. 
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some scholars that the (attached) ae in (tnnabu) refers t to 


the Noble Qur’an Bee: = 


oe Allah the Most high saying, 
a eae Lbs Pee 
SBME 47 GEOG 


vee Sirratern cringe rey 


And because of their saying, ‘We killed al-Maszh, 
‘Isa ibn Maryam, the Messenger of Allah,’ - but 
they killed him not, nor crucified him, but re- 
semblance of him was put over another man. 


To His, the Most High’s saying, | 


099< Be Sa J 3ST (jalzols Vs 
Ou Lie dehxacc | 


And there is none of the people of the book (Jews 
and Christians) but must believe in him before 
his death. And on the Day of Resurrection, he 
will be a witness against them. 

[Sarah al-Nisa’ (4) : 157-159]. 


| ‘These verses (clearly) prove that the Jews did not kill ‘Isa (may 
Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) or crucify him. But 
tather, Allah raised him to the sky, as occurs in His, the Most 
High’s saying, 

Mara Se § SB) Fonta’s it 5G 5) 


- And when Allah said, ‘O ‘Isa! I will take i and 
raise you to myself.’ 


21 Ibid [7/223]. 


132 


Lhe Proofs ¢» Evidence about Tsa Descension 
[Surah ‘Al-Imran (3): 55] - 


These verses indicate that from amongst Ad/ lu/Kital’’ there 
will be those who will believe in ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and 
blessing be upon him) at the end of time. And that will be when 
he descends before his (actual) death, as occurs in the authentic, 
mutawatir abadith>** 


Shaykh ul-Islam ibn Taymiyyah says in his reply to the ques- 
tion ditected to him about the death of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace 
and blessing be upon him) and him being raised (to the sky), ‘All 
praise is due to Allah; then indeed ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and 
blessing be upon him) is alive. 


It is established in Sahih from the Prophet (€) that he has 
said: “Isa shall descend among you as a just judge. He will break 
the cross, fall the pigs and will abolish the Joa? iM 


Further, it is established in - Sabi about him that he will de- 
scend on the white minaret (in) eastern Damascus, and that he 
will kill the Dajjal. And moreover,” whosoever soul departs from 


* That is, the Jews and Christians. 

* See pp. 17 

“ Linguistically: An active particle from ‘Tawatur’, that is, consecutive following. 

See ‘Mu‘jam al-Wasit’. Techniqually: It is what is reported by a group (of narrators) 

from another group (of narrators) to the chains termination, which makes it 


impossible for them to agree upon a lie. See ‘Tadrib al-Rawi’, taken from ‘Oamus 
mustalahat al-Hadith al-Nabanr’, pp. 102, by Muhammad Siddig al-Minshawi. TN 


3 That is Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. 


26 This last section is a rebuttal to those who claim that ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace 
and blessing be upon him) has already died on earth. TN 
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his body then his body does not descend from the sky; and if he 
is given life (after his death) then that individual will rise from 


his grave and not descend from the sky. 
As for His saying, the Most Sublime, 


oS 7 vere oy we 4s ® 
Bea) LS Se Spree 1 S16 5 
Ag 7 ” Ze A for x 
Uy a amy IN ye Ske A 
1 will take you (Mutawaffika) and raise you to 


myself and clear you of those who disbelieve... 
7 [Surah ‘AL-Imran (3) : 55] 


Then this is a proof that Allah did not mean by that his death. 
For if He intended by that his death then ‘Isa would be like the 
rest of the believers in this regard. Since Allah takes the souls of 
the believers and ascends them (with the angels) to the sky. So it 
is realized that there is no special preference in that for ‘Isa (may 
Allah’s peace and blessing be upon hin). 


Likewise in His saying, 
sg c 7 he Ah VER 
fy ST oo Bhat 
and clear you of those who disbelieve... 


(Sirah ‘A&-Imran (3) : 55] 


So if his soul has left his body than his body would be (buried) 
in the earth like the rest of the Prophets, and others besides 
them. 


Indeed Allah, the Most High has said in another ayah, 
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4a7 io 
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“SE Geet Bch me Seo at dsus 
...but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but 
resemblance of ‘Isa was put over another man, 
and those who differ therein are full of doubts. 
They have no (certain) knowledge, they follow 
nothing but conjecture. For surely, they killed 
him not, but Allah raised him to Himself. 

[Sarah al-Nisa’ (4) : 157- ik 


His saying here, “but Allah raised him to Himself.” explains that 
both his body and soul were raised, as is established in as-Sabib 
that he will descend with both his body and soul. For if it meant 
(by him being raised), his death then he would have said, “and 

they killed him not, nor crucified him but rather he died...” 


For this reason some scholars have said: “Jani mutawaffika - I 
will take you’’, that is - take hold of your soul and your sia (to- 
gether). It is said (in the knowledge)...? 


The word (a/ [awafft) does not in itself necessitate taking (tawaffi) 
of the soul without the body and neither taking (¢awafft huma) 
both of them together except if there is ee evicenee 
(stating so). 


Sometimes it is meant by a/-Tawafft, tawafft al-Naum - taking of 
the soul during sleep. Like His the Most High saying, 
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It is Allah who takes away the souls at time of 
their death, and those that die not - during their 
sleep. ae 
[Sarah Zumar (39) : 42] 


And His saying, — 


CG 2 Aare 7 30 oer 4? -) cate Sarde . 
 Mebte ple las Ibe Sate reall shy 
It is He who takes your souls by night (when 
you are asleep), and has knowledge of all that 


you have done by day. 
[Surah Anam (6) : 60] 


And His saying, | 
yy tr ima |p S04 oe 
..until when death approaches one of you, Our. . 
Messengets take his soul. *’ 
7 | [Sarah Anam (6): 61} 
The discussion in this study is not about the raising of ‘Isa 
(may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him), (to the sky). How- 
ever, mention of it has occurred in order to explain that he was 
raised both in body and soul. Further, that he is alive now in 
heaven, and shall descend at the end of time. He will be be- 
lieved in by those who are present (in his time) from the people 
of the Book.” 


*7 See ‘Majmu' al-Fatawa’, [4/322-323]. 


8 Sarah al-Nisa’ (4) : 157-158. 
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ibn Jarir al-Tabari, says, ‘Ibn Bashar-narrated to us, who said, 
Sufyan narrated to us from Abt Husayn from Sa‘id ibn Jubayr 
from ibn ‘Abbas, who said: (regarding the explanation of this 
ayah). ‘And there is none of the cos of the scripture but must 
believe in him, oe his death... i means) before the death 
of ‘Isa ibn Maryam.’ * ; 


ibn Kathir comments, ‘...and this chain of transmission is Sahib 
(authentic).’ *° 


After quoting the statements regarding the interpretation of 
this ayah ibn Jarir observes, “The most correct and authentic 
statement is of those who say the meaning of this (gab) is: and 
there is none of the people of the Book but must believe in ‘Isa 
before the death of ‘Isa.’ *! 


He further narrates with his chain of transmission to - al-Hasan 
al-Basti that he said, ‘Before the death of ‘Isa; and by Allah, he is 
alive now with Allah, but when he descends everyone will be- 
lieve in him.’ 


ibn Kathir remarks, “There is no doubt that what ibn Jarir has 
said is correct. Since ‘Isa is intended by the context of these ayat 
in establishment the futility of what the Jews claimed that they 


” See ‘Tafsir al-Tabari’, [6/18]. 


© See ‘AL Nihayah al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, \1/131), this narration of ibn ‘Abbas is 
_ also declared as authentic by ibn Hajr in ‘Fath u/-Bar’’, [6/492]. 


31 See ‘Tafsir ul-Tabar’’, [6/21]. 


32 See ‘Tafsir ul-Tabari’, [1/18]. 
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killed and crucified ‘Isa and those who handed him over to them 
from the ignorant Christians. So Allah informs that the matter 
was not like that. However, his resemblance was placed over 
another man and that this man was killed without them realizing. 
Then he was raised to Him, and he is alive and will descend 


before the Day of Resurrection, as is proven by the mutawatr 
abadith. *° 


He further cites that it is reported from ibn ‘Abbas and others 
that the attended pronoun in His saying, ‘before 47s death,’ 
means the people of the scripture, and ‘comments. If this (re- 
port) is authentic then it is not inconsistent with what has been 
cited. However the correct view regarding the meaning (of this 
ayab) and in transmission is what we have already mentioned.’ * 


* See ‘Tafsir ibn Kathir’, [2/415]. 


* See ‘AL Nibayah al-Fitan wal-Malabim’, [1/137]. 
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THE PROOFS AND EVIDENCES 
ABOUT ISA DESCENSION FROM 
THE PURIFIED SUNNAH 


the descension of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing 

be upon him) are both abundant and mufawatir. Some have 
already preceded. In fear of prolonging this study I shall men- 
tioned only a few. 


T HE PROOFS AND EVIDENCES ftom the Swznah about 


1. From the proofs is what Bukhari and Muslim narrates 

from Aba Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), 
who said: ‘Allah’s Messenger (#2) said, “By Him in Whose 
Hand my soul is, surely ‘Isa ibn Maryam will soon de- 
scend amongst you as a Just Ruler; he will break the cross, 
kill the pigs and will be no /izgyah.” Wealth will be in 
such abundance that nobody will accept it, and a single 
prostration to Allah (in prayer) will be better than the 
whole world and whatever is in it.” 


Abt Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) added: ‘Recite 


35 "Taxation taken from non-Muslims 
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if you wish, And there is none of the people of the Scripture, 
but must believe in him, before his death; and on the Day of 
Resurrection he will be a witness against them.* 


This is an explanation from Abt Hurayrah (may Allah be 
pleased with him) of this ayah. That the intent by it is that from 
the people of the Scripture there will be those who will believe 
in ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) before his 
death, and that is when he descends at the end of time, as has 
already been ee | oO 


Ze Bukhaci aad Muslim, too, narrate from Abt ean 
(may Allah be pleased with him), who said: “The Mes- 
senger of Allah e) said, “How will you be when ‘Isa 
ibn Maryam descend: amongst you, and your Imam shall 
from among youl?” " 

3. Muslim narrates from Jabir (may Allah be sie with 
him), who said: ‘I heatd the Prophet (as) say, “A group 
of my people will not cease fighting upon the truth and 
will prevail till the Day of Resurrection. He said: “Isa 
ibn Maryam shall descend and\their Imam (leader) will 

invite him to come and lead theth j in prayer, but he will 
teply, “Some of you have been \made Imams /leaders 


*6 Sahih al-Bukhari, ‘The Book of the Prophets’, ‘The chapter regarding ‘Isa ibn 
Maryam, descension’, [6/490-491] with a/Fath, and Sahih Muslim, ‘chapter 
regarding ‘Isa ibn Matvaia, descension as a ruler’ [2/18 4191] with ‘Sharh al- 
Nawwani li Muslim.’ 


7 Sahih al-Bukhari, ‘The Book of the Prophets’, ‘The chaptetiregarding ‘Isa ibn 


Maryam, descension’, [6/491] with a/-Fath, and Sahih Muslim, ‘chapter regarding 
‘Isa ibn Maryam, descension as a ruler’ [2/193] with ‘Sharh ab- Nema Li Mush.’ 
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over others, an honour from Allah for this uwwmah 
999 38 


(nation). 

4. The hadith of Hudhayfah ibn Usayd (may Allah be pleased 
with him) has already preceded mentioning the Major 
Signs of the Hour and in it occurs: ‘...and the descension 
of ‘Isa ibn ae ee 


5. Furthermore, Imam Ahmad relates from Aba Hurayrah 
(may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet (3g) 
said, “The Prophets are paternal brothers. Their mothers 
are different but their religion is one. And Indeed I am 
the nearest/closest of all people to ‘Isa the son Maryam, 
for there is no Prophet between me and him. And assutr- 
edly he ae descend and when you see him then tecog- 

nize him.” = 


38 Sahih Muslim, ‘The chapter regarding ‘Isa ibn Maryam, descension as a rulet’ 
[2/193-194] with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi hl Mushm.’ 


* Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan wa ‘asharat al-Sa’ah, bab dhikr ibn Sayyad, {18/27- oe 
with ‘Sharh al-Nawwani i Mushm.’ 


” See ‘Musnad Ahmad’, [2/406], in its margin notes there is Muntakab al-Kanzil.’ 
The hadith is sahth see: Hamish “Umda tu-Tafsir’, [4/36], checking by Ahmad 
Shakir. The initial part of this hadith is narrated by: al-Bukhari [6/478] with ‘a+ 
Fath’, and al-Hakim in ‘4/+Mustadrak’, [2/595], who said, “This hadith hasan 
authentic chain of transmission and is not reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
And al-Dhahabi agreed. | 
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"THE DESCENSION OF ISA ARE 
MUTAWATIR | 


REVIOUSLY I CITED SOME NARRATIONS tregard- 
ing the descension of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and bless- 
ing be upon him). In fear of prolonging the study I have 
mentioned only a few. These narrations occur in the books of 
Sabih,' Sunan, Masanid®? and others* from the collections of 
the Sunnah. They (all) prove explicitly that ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace 
and blessing be upon him) shall descend at the end of time. 


| Sabib: Mote particularly Sahih al-Bukhati and Sahih Muslim, and others such as 
Sahih ibn Khuzaymah, and Abi ‘Uwanah and so forth. 


 Sunan: Techniqually: They are the books (of hadith) arranged under chapters 
of Figh... See ‘A-Mustatrifa’, ibid pp.67. 


“8 Masanid. The Books (of hadith) which have been atranged under the names 
of the narrators from the Companions. See ‘Tadrib al-Raw’, ibid pp.111. For 
example, Musnad Imam Ahmad, Musnad of al-Bazzar, Musnad of ‘Abd ibn 
Humayd, Musnad of Abi Ya‘la, Musnad of al-Tayalasi and others. TN 


“4 Such as the three Ma‘ijim of al-Tabarani, Muwatta of Imam Malik, ‘4/ 
Mustadrak’, of al-Hakim and others. T.N 
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There is no pretext for those who do not accept them, and says, 
that they ate only abad* narrations, no proof or argument is to be 
founded on them, or that his descension is not a fundamental 
creed (‘“agidah) of the Muslims which is incumbent to have Iman 
in.” | | 


However, if a hadith is established (to be authentic) then to 
have iman in it is obligatory and to affirm what the Messenger of 
Allah (4) has informed about. It is not permissible to refuse to 
accept his statements on the basis that it is an abad hadith. Since 
this is a feeble argument. 


T have already elaborated in the initial part of this study that an 
abad hadith if it is authentic then it is incumbent to believe tn it. 
If we wete to say; an abad hadith is not a proof then inevitably 
we will be unable to accept a large amount of Allah’s Messenger 


45 _AlAhad, linguistically: Is the plural of ‘4/ad’ meaning one. Techniqually: It is 
a hadith which does not fulfil the conditions of a Mutawatr hadith. See ‘An- 
Nuzha’, it is used as evidence with the condition that it meets the requirements 
of an authentic or a hasan hadith, ibid pp.67. 


46 See the book, ‘4/-Fatdwa’, pp. 59-82, by Mahmood Shultut, printed by Dar al- 
Asharug, 8th Edition, 1395 a/-Hyri. For he has criticized those who say that ‘Isa 
(may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) was raised (to the sky) in his body. 
Similarly, he denies his descension at the end of time and refused to accept the 
narrations in this regard, and has said, “There is no proof/ evidence ! in them since 
they are only ahad hadith!!’ 

The issue of ‘Isa being raised, was it his body or his soul is an issue of dispute 
amongst (some of) the scholars. However the truth is that he was raised both in 
his body and soul, as is the vast majority of the Mufassiran (Exegists of the 
Noble Qur’an) believe and hold, the likes of al-Tabari, al-Qurtibi, ibn Taymiyyah, 
ibn Kathir and many others scholars. 

See: ‘Tafsir ul-Tabari’, [3/291], and ‘Tafsir ul-Ourtubi’, [4/ 100], and Majmu‘ al- 
Fatawa’ by ibn Taymiyyah [4/322-323] and “Tafsir ibn al-Kathir’, [2/405]. 
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(42) narrations. Moreover, what the Prophet (@) has said would 
all be in vain, without any meaning? And how can that be and 
when the scholars have stipulated that the narrations regarding 
the descension of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon 
him) are mutawatir'? 


_I shall mention here some of their statements: 


ibn Jarir al-Tabari after mentioning the difference of. opinion 
regarding the meaning of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be 
upon him) wafat’’ has noted. The most correct and authentic state- 
ment in our view is the statement of those who say: “The inter- 
pretation of this ayah is. Indeed I will take your (body. and soul) 
from the earth and raise you to myself.’ Since all the reports 
from Allah’s messenger (4) ate mutawatir that he said, “Isa ibn 
Maryam shall descend and kill the Dajjal.” * 


Then he cited some of the narrations with respect to his 
descension. | | 


ibn Kathir has observed, “The ahadith have come in mutawatir 
from Allah’s Messenger (7g) that he has informed about ‘Isa (may 
Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) descension before the 


Day of Resurrection as a just Imam and a fair ruler.’ ” — 


He then went on to quote more than sahtcen ahadith with 
fespect to his descension. | 


a Weafat Taking, seizing, demise, death etc. TN 
* See ‘Tafsir ul-Tabari’, [3/291]. 


* See ‘Tafsir ibn Kathir’, [7/223]. 
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Siddiq Hasan has stated, ‘The narrations with respect to ‘Isa 
(may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) descension are 
abundant. Al-Shawkani has cited twenty nine narrations, some 
of which are authentic, hasan, weak and munjabir® from them ate 
those which mentioned with regard to the ahadith of the Daijal... 
from them are those which are mentioned with regard to the 
awaited Mahd. Likewise appended to these are the reports from 
the Companions regarding ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing 
be upon him) descension. For they (in the science of hadith) 
have the ruling of being raised (to the Prophet (:48)), since there 
is no room for personal judgement with respect to his descension.’ 


He then cited them and commented, ‘All of what we have 
quoted reaches the level of sawatir, as is not hidden from one 
who has the virtue of reading extensively.’ *! | 


Some have said, ‘The view is (firmly) established about ‘Isa 
(may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) descension from 
more than one Companion, 7ab7’7, their followers, the Imams 
and scholars from all the various Madhahiv? since the course of 
time*® to our present time.’ ™ 


°° Munjabir: is a hadith which is weak in of itself, but is strengthened by another 
weak hadith. TN 


*' See ‘AL Itha’a’, [pp. 160]. 
** Madhabib pl of Madbab: Schools of thought or Figh. 
~* That is, since the time of the Prophet (8). 


See “Agidah tu Abl ul-Islam fi Nuzal Tsa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him)’, 
[pp. 12]. : . 
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Moreover, that, this is followed in uninterrupted succession 
in tawatur form without any doubt therein. So it is incorrect to 
deny them and no one denies them except the ignorant foolish 
ones such as the Qadiyanis and their likes, since they have been 
transmitted by groups (of narrators) from other groups (of nar- 
ratots) and eventually being established in the Books of the 
Sunnah. Which have reached us and have been accepted in unin- 


terrupted succession from generation to generation.’ » 


(The author then mentioned) those Companions who have tre- 
ported the ahadith of descension, enumerating more than twenty 
five Companions; and from them narrated more than thirty Tabi’is; 
and from them narrating more than the previous amount..., and 
so forth until the great Imams (of hadith), collected them and 


narrated them in the books of the Sunnah. 


Like the Musnad of al-Tayalisi, Ishaq ibn Rahaway, Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal, ‘Uthman ibn Abi Shaybah, Abt Ya’lA, al-Bazzar and al- 
Daylami, and from the Books of Sahzh, al-Bukhari, Muslim, ibn 
Khuzaymah, ibn Hibban, al-Hakim, Abt ‘Uwanah, al-Isma‘ili, 
Dhiyah al-Maqdisi and others besides these from the books of 
Sahih. 


Further the ahadith of dencension here been related by the au- 
thors of the Jawami, al-Musannafat, al-Sunan, Tafsir (books) with 
narrations, a/-Ma’ajim, al-Ajza, al-Gharaib, al-Mujizat, al-Tabaqatand 
al-Malahim. 


55 See See “Agidah tu Ahl ul-Islam fi Nuzil Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon 
him)’, (pp. 5]. 
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Similarly, Shaykh Muhammad Anwar Shah al-Kashmiti”® is from 
those who have gathered the ahadith with respect to ‘Isa (may 
Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) descension in his book 
‘al-LTasvih bi ma Tawatara ft Nuzul it-Masih’, wherein he has men- 
tioned more than seventy narrations. 


The author of “Ayn ul-Ma‘bud Sharh Sunan Abi Dawid’, com- 
ments: “Ihe reports are sawatur form from the Prophet (¥) with 
respect to ‘Isa ibn Maryam’s descension from the sky to the earth 
in his body (and soul) at the closeness of the Hour. And this is 
the creed and way of Ahb-ulSunnah, *' | 


Shaykh Ahmad Shakir has expressed: ‘The descension of ‘Isa 
(may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) at the end of time 
is something which the Muslims have not differed concerning. 
Due to the authentic narrations reported from the Prophet (4) 
in this regard. ‘This is known from the religion by necessity; no 
one (truly) believes if he denies this.’ * 


Moreover, in his notes to ‘Musnad al-lmam Ahmad’, he states: 


‘Indeed (the so called) revivers (of Allah’s Din) have played, or 


»° He is the Shaykh, the Muhaddith, Shaykh Muhammad Anwat Shah al-Kashmiti, 

al-Hindi. He has many works from them are, ‘Fayd ul-Bari ‘Ala Sahib al-Bukhari’ in 
4 volumes, and S4L‘Urf ashathi ‘Ala Jam’i ul-Tirmidh?’ and others. He died in the 
yeat 1352 a/-Hijriin the city of Diyunayd. See his biography in the introduction 
to his book, ‘a/-Tasrih’. 


*” See “Awn ul-Ma‘bid Sharh Sunan Abi Dawid \11/457| by Abu Tayyib Muhammad 
Shams ul-Haqq, al-‘Azim ‘Ibadi... 


*> Brom the Hashiyah of ‘Tafsir ul-Tabari’, [6/460], checking by Shaykh Ahmad 
Shakir and verification by Mahmid Shakir. 
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(in reality those who are) bare (of knowledge), in our age in which 
we ate living in with the narrations explicitly indicating ‘Isa (may 
Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) descension at the end 
of time, before this worldly life comes to an end; either some- 
times by false interpretation (of the narrations) which in itself 
entails denial of them, or by explicitly denying them another 
time. That is because they in reality do not believe in the unseen 
(ghayb), or are not on the brink of believing (in the unseen). 
However, the narrations collectively are Mutawanr in meaning 
and their meaning is known in the religion by necessity. So both 
denial and false interpretation (of the narrations) is of no avail to 
them.’ *” 


Similarly, Shaykh Muhammad Nasr al-Din al-Albani declares: 
‘Know that the narrations about the Dajjal and the decension of 
‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) are Mutawanr. 
It is wajzb (obligatory) to have iman in them. So do not be de- 
ceived by those who claim that they are abad hadith. Since they 
ate ignorant of this science,” there is none amongst them who 
has (closely) pursued their (various) route of transmission. If 
they had done so then they would have found them to be © 
Mutawitir, as is testified by the Imams of this (noble) science, 
like al-Hafiz ibn Hajr. It is truly regretful that some of them 
have the audacity to speak about that which is not from their 
(field of) specialization. Especially since the matter is about the 
religion and ‘agidah (creed).’ °' | 


»° See ‘Hashiyah tuMusnad al-Imam Abmaa’, [12/257]. 
60 ‘That is - the Science of Hadith. 


See ‘Sharh ‘Agidah al-Tahawiyah’, |pp. 565]. with the checking of Shaykh 
Muhammad Nast al-Din al-Albani, the Mubaddith of Sham. 
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Some scholars have mentioned that the dencension of ‘Isa (may 
Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) and that he will de- 
scend to kill the Dajjal - May Allah disfigure him - is from amongst 
the ‘Agidah of Ahlul-Sunnah wal Jama‘ah. 


Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal says, “The Principles of the Sunnah 
with us are: Holding fast to what the Companions of the Prophet 
(42) were upon, to take them as example. To abandon all innova- 
tions, for every (act of) innovation is misguidance.’ 


He then went on to mention a number of fundamental beliefs 
of AhlulSunnah, and stated,‘...and to have iman that a-Masih al- 
Dajjal is to emerge (and) written between his (two) eyes is (the 
wotd) ‘Ka-Fa-Ra’, and (to have iman in) the narrations which oc- 
cur regarding him. And to have wan that will take place, and (to 
have iman) that ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) 
shall descend and shall kill him at the gate of Ludd’ © 


Abw’l Hasan al-‘Asha’ri® has stated in his citation of the ‘Agidah 
of the People of Hadith and Sunnah’, to acknowledge and to have 
Iman in Allah, His Angel, his Books and His Messenger, and 
what has come by way of revelation from Allah and what has 
been narrated by the trustworthy ones (¢higaf) from Allah’s 


See ‘Tabaqat ul-Hanabilah’, {1 /241-243]}, by al-Qadi al-Hasan ibn Muhammad 
ibn Abt Y4‘la. 


° He is the Imam, al-‘Allamah, Abi’l Hasan ‘Ali ibn Isma‘il from the progeny 
of Abu’l Hasan al-‘Asha’ti the illustrious Companion. He studied and was 
raised in the arms of his step-father, Abu ‘Ali al-Jubai, the Shaykh of the (deviated 
sect) Mu’tazilah in his era. Abt’! Hasan embraced his Madhbab for nearly 40 years. 
Then Allah guided him to the Madhab of Ablul-Sunnah. He announced (to the 
people) that he is upon the Madhab of Ahmad ibn Hanbal (in ‘Agidah). 

He has many writings extending over 55. Dr Fawqiyah Husayn Mahmood has 
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Messenger (ig); not denying anything from that... and they be- 
lieve in the appearance of the Dajjal and that ‘Isa (may Allah’s 
peace and blessing be upon him) shall kill him.’ 7 


At the end of his discourse he states: ‘...and everything that 
we have mentioned from their statement™ is what we state and 
believe in.’ © 


al-Tahawi” says, ‘...and we have iman in the (Major) Signs of 
the Hour, from the appearance of the Dayal and the dencension 
of “Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him), from the 


stated in her introduction to her checking of the book ‘4/‘banah’ approxi- 
mately a 100 writings. The most prominent of them are: ‘Magalat ul-Islamiyin’, 
‘Kitab ul-Lam’a’, ‘Al-Wajiz’ and others. The last writing that he penned was ‘A 
Tbanah an ‘Usul al-Diyanah.’ He died in the year 324, a/-Hiyri, see his biography in: 
‘Tabyin Kadhib ul-Muftari’, by ibn ‘Asakir (pp. 34+), ‘A-Bidayah wal-Nthayah’ [11/ 
186], ‘Shadharat ul-Thahab’, [2/303-305] and the introduction to his book, ‘A/ 
Lbanah’, {pp. 7-16], by Abw’l-Hasan al-Nadwi with checking of ‘Abdul-Qadir al- 
‘Arna‘ut, and also the introduction to ‘4/‘[banah’ and its checking by Dr. 
Pawqiyah Husayn Mahmid. Ist ed. 1397H. 


That is - from the statements of Ab/ulSunnah regarding their ‘Agidah. 


© See Magalat ul-Islamiyin Waktilaf ul-Mushimin’, (1/345-347], checking by 
Muhammad Muhyidin ‘Abdul-Hamid, 2nd edition (1389). 


°° He is the Great Memoriser, a/+-Fagih, al-Muhaddith, Abi Ja‘far Ahmad ibn 
Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Salama al-Tahawi, al-‘Uzdi, al-Misti, the Shaykh 
of the Hanafi’s in his era, in Egypt. Hs ascription is to ‘Taha’ a village in upper 
Egypt. He has many writings, from them are: {4/4 ‘Agidah al-Tahaniyah’ , and the 
book, ‘Ma’ aniyul-Athar’ and the book, ‘Mushkal ul-Athar.’ He died in Egypt in the 
yeat 321H, see his biography in ‘A/Bidayah wal-Nibayah’, [11/174], ‘Shatharat ul- 
Thabab’, (2/288), and the introduction to ‘Sharh ‘Agidah ul-Tabaniyah’, [pp. 9-11] 
with the checking and verification of al-Albani. 
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? 


sky. 


al-Qadi ‘Iyadh has said, ‘The descent of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace 
and blessing be upon him) and his killing of the Dajjal is both 
true and correct with Ab/u+Sunnah because of the authentic nar- 
rations in this respect. Further, there is nothing by way of sound 
reasoning or neither in the legislation (Shar‘tah) that makes it un- 
tenable so consequently its affirmation is incumbent.’ °’ 


Shaykh ul-Islam ibn Taymiyyah has observed, ‘May peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon the Mast) and all the Prophets. ‘Then 
it is inevitable that the Masih will descend to the earth... as is 
established in the authentic narrations. For this reason he is in 
the second heaven in-spite of his excellence over Yusuf, Idris 
and Hariin. He will descend to the earth before the Day of Res- 
urtection, as opposed to the other Prophets. As for Adam being 
in the first Heaven then that is because the souls of his progeny 
are (constantly) shown to him.’ ® | 


°’ See ‘Sharh-Sahih Muslim’, [18/75]. 


8 See Majmu‘ al-Fatawa’, (4/329, by ibn Taymiyyah. 
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THE WISDOM BEHIND THE 
DESCENT OF ISA AND NO OTHER 
APART FROM HIM 


the wisdom behind the dencension of ‘Isa (may Allah’s 

J peace and blessing be upon him) at the end of time to the 

exclusion of all other Prophets concerning this they a number 
of statements. 


S*° SCHOLARS HAVE SEARCHED (and looked) for 


1. Firstly: A rebuttal to the (false) claim of the Jews that 
they killed ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon 
him). Therefore, Allah the Most Sublime explained (in 
detail) their lie and that (in reality) he will kill them and 
their leader, the Dajjal. The explanation of which has 
already preceded in the discourse pertaining to the battle 
against the Jews.” 


Al-Hafiz ibn Hajr has favoured this statement over (all) oth- 
ers.” 


® Refer to the first treatise on the Dajjal. 


” See Fath ul-Bari’, [6/493]. 
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2. Secondly: That ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be 
upon him) found in the /wj/ (Gospel) the excellence of 
‘Muhammad (3%) Ummah, as is found in Allah’s statement 
the Most Sublime, 


Bay sc 


Prey 
oz a Of KK Ay L Po Pad eam are ALPE af, Po} 
als LE i ike aches, Healey wisyis 
edly he 
..but their description in the Injél is like a (sown) 
seed which sends forth its shoot, then makes it 


strong, and becomes thick, and it stands straight 
on its stem... 


[Sarah al-Fath (48) : 29] 


As a result he supplicated to Allah that he makes him from 
them and so Allah to his responded to his supplication and pre- 
served him. Until (the day) he descends at the end of time, re- 


viving the affair of Islam. 


Imam Malik has said,‘It has reached me that the Christians 
when they saw the Companions, when they conquered Sham, 
they said, ‘By Allah these are certainly better than the disciples 
(of ‘Isa), according to what has reached us.” 7! | 


Ibn Kathir commented, ‘...and they spoke the truth regarding 
that, for indeed this Ummah is revered in the previous Books (of 
Allah) and in the circulated reports (amongst the Jews and 
Christians).’ ” | 


" See ‘Tafsir ibn Kathir’, [7/343]. 


”2 See ‘Tafsir ibn Kathir, [7/343]. 
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Imam al-Dhahabi has given a biographical account of ‘Isa (may 
Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) in his book, “Zajnd Asma’ 
ul-Sababah’ and has noted, “Isa, ibn Maryam is a companion and a 
Prophet. For indeed he did see the Prophet (4g) in the Night of 
Ascension and greeted him; so he will be the last of the Com- 
panions to die.’ ” 


3. Thirdly: That the descension of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace 
and blessing be upon him) from the sky is because his 
appointed time (for his death) is near so that he can be 
buried in the earth. For there is no creation whose origin 

is from soil except that he will return it (and no other). 
For this reason his descension shall coincide with the 
emergence of the Dajjal whom he shall kill. 


4. Fourthly: That he will descend disproving the Christians, 
making evident their false and untrue claims. 


Allah shall wipe out every (single) religion in his time besides 
Islam. For ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) will 
break the Cross, kill the pigs and uplift the /zzyah. 


5. Fifthly: The particularization of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace 
and blessing be upon him) by these matters/affairs, which 
have already been mentioned, is due to the statement of 
the Prophet (), ‘I am the nearest of all people to ‘Isa 
the son Maryam, for there is no Prophet between me and 
him...’ 


® See ‘Tajrid Asma’ ul-Sababah’, [1/432]. 


™ Sahih al-Bukhari [6/478-479], “The Book of the Prophets’, ‘the chapter 
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So the Messenger of Allah (#g) is the most particular of all 
people to him and the most closest. For ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace 
and blessing be upon him) gave glad tidings (to his people) that 
the (final) Messenger of Allah () shall come after him. Fur- 
thermore, he called the creation to affirm and to have iman in 
him.” As is found in Allah, the Most High saying, 


5 a SO ee 
A keh vga pl pets 


..and give glad tidings of a Messenger to come af- 
ter me, whose name shall be Ahmad (i.e., 
Muhammad (3)). 

[Surah al-Saff (61) : 6] 


And in the hadith, “They asked, “O Messenger of Allah (4g)! 
Inform us about yourself? He replied, ‘Yes, I am the result of 
the du‘a, of my father Ibrahim (may Allah’s peace and blessing 
be upon him) and the glad tiding of my brother ‘Isa (may Allah’s 


peace and blessing be upon him).’ ” 


regarding Allah’s statement’, “And mention in the Book (the story of) 
Maryam, when she withdrew in seclusion from the family...” [Sirah Maryam 
19: 16], with a+Fath, and Sahih Muslim ‘the book of virtues, ‘the chapter, the 
Excellence ‘Isa’, [15/119] with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi li Mushm.’ 


™ See: ‘ALMinhaj fi-Sh ‘bil al-Iman’, [1/424-425] by al-Halimi, and ‘A+Tadhkira’, 
by al-Qurtubi [pp. 679], Fath u/-Bari’, [6/493], and ‘A+Tasribh bi ma Tawatara fi 
Nuzul ul-Masth’, |pp. 94]. 


’® Reported by Ibn Ishaq in ‘4/Sirah’, see ‘Tadhib Sirah ibn Hisham’, [pp. 45], by 
‘Abdul-Salam Haran. 

Ibn Kathir has commented regarding its chain of narration: ‘Its chain of 
narration is good’. Further, he has related other supporting reports from a number 
of angles. Imam Ahmad has related the in ‘“A-Musnaa’. See: ‘Tafsir ibn Kathir’, (8/ 
136], and ‘Wusnad al-lmam Abmad’, \4/ a and [5/266] with the Hamish of 
‘Muntakhab al-Kanz,’ 
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shall Judge by the legislation of Muhammad (#g) and will 

be one of his followers. Since he will not descend with a 
new legislation, for the religion of Islam is the last of all reli- 
gions; remaining till the Hour is to be abrogated. 


| SA (MAY ALLAH’S PEACE and blessing be upon him) 


‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) will be a 
ruler from amongst the rulers of this Ummah (who have already 
preceded), reviving the affair of Islam since there not being any 
Prophet after Muhammad (8). 


Imam Muslim has related from Abt Hurayrah (may Allah be 
pleased with him) that the Prophet (#g) said, “How will you be 
when ‘Isa ibn Maryam descends amongst you and your Imam 
will be from amongst your!” 


So I said (the speaker is al-Walid ibn Muslim)” to ibn Abi Dheb: 
Al-Awza’l narrates from Zuhri from Naf‘ from Abu Hurayrah 
(may Allah be pleased with him), “...and your Imam is from 


” He is al-Walid ibn Muslim al-Qurashi, the freed slave of Banu Ummayyah. The 
scholars of Sham, he died in 195H. See: “Tadhib al-Tadhib’, (11/151-152]. 
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amongst you.” 


Ibn Abi Dheb”® asked, ‘Do you know what the words, “he 
who would lead is amongst you” mean? I replied: ‘Explain it to 
me.’ He responded, ‘He would lead you according to the Book 
of your Lord, the Most Blessed and Sublime, and the Sunnah of 
your Prophet (:2).’ ” : 


Further, Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) 
narrates: ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah (#8) say, “A group of 
my people will not cease fighting upon the truth and will prevail 
till the Day of Resurrection. He said, “Isa ibn Maryam shall de- 
scend and their leader will invite him to come and lead them in 
Prayer’, but he will reply, “Some of you have been made leaders 
over others, an honour from Allah for this Ummah.”® 


al-Qurtubi observes, ‘A group (of scholars) hold the view that 
with the descent of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon 
him) all religious obligation shall be raised in order to avoid him 
being a Messenger to the people of that time; directing com- 
mandments from Allah, the Most Sublime, to them. 


However, this (view, that is, him being sent as a Messenger 
after Muhammad (#g)) is rejected by Allah, the Most High’s say- 


"8 He is Muhmmad ibn ‘Abdul-Rahman, ibn al-Mughirah ibn al-Harith, ibn Abi 
Dheb, al-Qurashi, al-‘Amiti, the Imam, the trustworthy, reliable. He died 159H. 
See: ‘Tadhib al-Tadhib’, [9/303-307}. 


” Sahih Muslim, ‘The Book of Jman’, ‘The chapter regarding ‘Isa ibn Maryam, 
descension as a tuler’ [2/193] with ‘Sharh al-Nawwani li Muslim.’ 


*° See: Sahih Muslim, ‘The Book of Jan’, ‘The chapter regarding Isa ibn Maryam, 
descension as a tuler’ [2/193-194] with ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi i Muslim.’ 
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ing, 


..and the last (end) of the Prophets. 
[Surah al-Abzab (33) : 48] 


And by the statement of the Prophet (38), ““There is no Prophet 
(to come) after me”,*' and his saying, “I am a/-‘Agib”,**® intend- 
ing by that the last of the Prophets and their seal. 


Consequently, it is impermissible to believe that ‘Isai (may 
Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) will descend as a Prophet 
with a new legislation besides that of Muhammad (8), our 
Prophet. On the contrary, when he does descend he will be from 
amongst the followers of Muhammad (ig) as he (4) has (already) 
informed concerning; when he said to ‘Umar, “If Musa (may 
Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) was alive it would not 
be allowed for him (to lead) but only to follow me.” * 


8! See: Sahth Muslim, “The book of virtues’, “The chapter, regarding the peines 
of the Prophets’, [15/104] ‘Sharh al- Newuaes li Mushim.’ 


® T ineuistically it means, ‘the last of everything or its seal.’ See: Mu Gam al-Wasitr, 
[pp. 613]. TN | 


8° Sahih al-Bukhari [8/640-641], “The book of Tafsir’, ‘the chapter regarding 
Allah’s statement’, ““...a Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be 


Ahmad.” [Sarah as-Saff 61: 6], with at+Fath 
** See: Musnad al-Imam Ahmad’, [3/387| - ‘bi Hamishi hi Muntakab al-Kanz’. \bn 


Hajr has commented, ‘Its men (in the chain of narration) have been attested to 


(as reliable). 
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So when he descends he will be taught by the order of Allah, 
the Most Sublime, before he descends from the sky everything 
he needs (to know) about the knowledge of this Shari‘ah (legisla- 
tion) in order to judge (and rule) amongst the people, and for 
himself to act upon. Hence the Believers will gather to him mak- 
ing him a Judge (and order) over themselves... 


Similarly, to suspend Islamic ruling is impermissible. Since the 
continuation of worldly life shall be in accordance with Islamic 
obligation (ak), until it is no longer said upon the earth: Allah, 
Allah.” * 


Additionally, that which proves that Religious Obligation shall 
remain after ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) 
descends is his Sa/ah alongside the Muslims, his Hajj and his Jihad 
against the disbelievers. 


As for his Sa/ah together with the Muslims and his fighting the 
disbelievers and the followers of the Dajjal, then the narrations 
in this regard have already preceded. As to his Hajj then in ‘Sapzp 
Mushm’ it is narrated from Handhalah al-Aslami, who said, ‘I heard 
Abi Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated from 
the Prophet () that he said, “By Him in Whose Hand lies my 
soul ibn Maryam shall certainly do 7ahhP° at the way of Ruwhd*’ 


® See ‘AL Tadhkira’, [pp. 677-678]. 

°° Tablil: To say La ila ha illAllah. 

*” Ruwha: is a place between Makkah and Medinah which the Prophet (8) 
travelled through to Badr, and to Makkah in the year of the a/-Fath when he 


performed Hajj. See: “A Nibayah-fi-gharibi-hadith’, [3/412] and ‘Mu{am al-Buldban’, 
[4/236]. 
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as a Haj® or as a Mu’tami® ot either combining them both.” ” 


As for ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him) abol- 
ishing the /izyah from the disbelievers - despite it being legisla- 
tion in Islam before his descent - then this is not an abrogation” 
of the legal prescription of the /izyah as the a new legislation 
which has been brought by ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and blessing 
be upon him). Since the legal prescription of taking the /2zyah is 
restricted to the descension of ‘Isa (may Allah’s peace and bless- 
ing be upon him), as is informed by our Prophet, Muhammad 
(2). For he is the one who has explained that /7zyah is to be 
abtogated, when he said, “By, Allah, ‘Isa ibn Maryam shall in- 
deed descend as a just judge and will certainly break the cross, 
kill the pigs and abolish the /izyah.” 


°° Performing Hay. 
* Performing ‘Umrah. 


»® See: Sahih Muslim, “The book of Hajj’, [8/234] with ‘Sharh al-Nanwawi h 
Muslim.’ 


1 See: ‘Fath ul-Bari’, [6/492]. 


*2 See: Sahih Muslim, ‘The chapter regarding ‘Isa ibn Maryam, descension as a 
ruler’ [2/292] with Sharh al-Nawwawi i Mush.’ 
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THE SPREAD OF PEACE, 
_ SECURITY AND THE 
APPEARANCE OF BLESSINGS 
- INHIS TIME 


HE TIME ‘ISA (may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon 
him) will be a time of peace, security and prosperity. Allah 
will send in his time abundant rain. The earth will emit 

her fruits and her blessings: wealth shall be plentiful. Mutual 
hatred, envy and enmity shall disappear. 


For it occurs in the lengthy hadith of al-Nawwas ibn Sam’an in 
which is mention of the Dajjal, the descension of ‘Isa (may Allah’s 
peace and blessing be upon him) and the appearance of Ya’juj 
and Ma’jij in his time, his supplication to Allah that he destroys 
them. Further, in it is his saying (4g): 


“Then Allah shall send rain which no house of clay 
or (the tent of) camel hair will keep out and it will 
wash (away) the earth until it shall appear to be a 
mirror. Then the earth will be told to bring forth her 
fruits and restore her blessings, and as a result, there 
would grow (such a big) pomegranate that a group 


161 


THE DAJJALAND THE RETURN OFJESUS 


of people would be able to eat that and seek shelter 
under its skin. And a milking cow would give so 
much milk that a whole party will be able to drink 
from it. And the milking camel will give such (a large 
quantity of) milk that a whole tribe would be able to 
drink from it and a milking sheep will give so much 
milk that a whole family would be able to drink from 


tes. 


Imam Ahmad narrates from Abu — (may Allah be 
pleased with him) that the Prope (Be) said, 


“and the on are paternal brothers; their moth- 
ets are different, but their religion is one. I am the 
nearest of all the people to ‘Isa ibn Maryam(may 
Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him), for there is 
no Prophet between me and him... and he will cer- 
tainly descend... and Allah will destroy the Dajjal in 
his time. There will be (so much peace and) security 
upon the earth that lions will graze with camels, ti- 
gers with cows, wolves with sheep; children will play 


99 94 


with snakes being unharmed by them. 


Imam Muslim, too, narrates from Abi Hurayrah (may Allah be 
a with him) that he said: ‘Allah’s Messenger (2) said, 


“By Allah, sa ibn wes (may Allih’s peace and 
blessing be upon him) shall certainly descend as a 
Just Judge... and will raise the /izyah. And you will 


°° Sahih Muslim, Kitab. ul- oe bab dhikr ab Daj [18 a 63-70]. with. ‘Sharh al- 
Nawwawi ii Mushm.’ eo, 


”* See ‘Musnad al-Imam Ahmad’ [2/ en Ibn Hajr has Smmeated: ‘Its chain of 
transmission is Sahih’, See: ‘Fath uf Bari’, [6/493]. 
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certainly leave the young female camels no one striv- 
ing to obtain them. And verily enmity mutual hatred 
and envy shall disappear; and when he summons 


the people to accept wealth not one will accept it.” ” 


al-Nawwawi observes, ‘it means that people will refuse them, 
that is, young she camel not desiring to acquire the, due to the 
abundance of wealth, minerals aspirations (for worldly posses- 
sions), lack of want and (certain) knowledge of the closeness of 
Resurrection. Young female camels were only (specifically) men- 
tioned, since they are the most sublime of all camels, the most 
precious of all types of wealth amongst the Arabs, which is similar 
in meaning to Allah, the Most High’s statement, 


ri 7 


Crete esi aks 
and when the (pregnant) female camels are aban- 


_ doned. - | 
[Sarah al-Lakwir (102) : 4] 


The meaning of ‘La yasga ‘alayha’ - “No one striving to obtain 
them (is that): No one will be concerned about them.’ ”* 


Al-Qadi ‘Iyadh holds the views that the meaning (of this ex- 
pression) is: Zakat will not be sought (from its owner). ‘Since 
there will not be anyone who will want to accept it.’ 


However, al-Nawwawi negates this view.” 


°5 See: Sahih Muslim, “The chapter regarding ‘Isa ibn Maryam, descension as a 
Just Ruler’ [2/292] with Sharh a-Nawwani i Muslim.’ 


°° See ‘Sharh al-Nawwawi li Muslim’, (2/192). 


7 Ibid [2/192]. 
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THE DURATION OF HIS STAY 
AFTER HIS DESCENSION AND HIS 
_ DEATH | 


S REGARDS TO THE DURATION OF ‘sa (may Allah’s 
peace and blessing be upon him) stay upon the earth af- 
ter his descension. Then it occurs in some reports that 
he will remain for seven years and in some for forty years. 


ie the narration of Imam Muslim from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 
(may Allah be pleased with them both) it occurs: 


“then Allah would send ‘Isa ibn Maryam (may 
Allah’s peace and blessing be upon him)... Then peo- — 
ple shall live for seven years there not being any 
amongst (any) two people hatred. Then Allah will 
send a cold wind from the direction of Sham and 
not one will remain upon the face of the earth hav- 
ing in his heart an atoms weight of goodness or Iman 
except that it will take him.” >” | 


°8 Sahih Muslim, Kitab ul-Fitan, bab dhikr ul-Dagal, (18/75-76] with ‘Sharh al- 
Nawwawi li Mushm’ 


» That is, their souls. TN 
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While in the narration of Imam Ahmad and Abu Dawid it 


occurs, 


“He will remain upon the earth for forty years. Then 
he will die and Muslims will pray (the funeral prayer) 
upon him.” '° 


Both of these narrations are authentic and it is difficult (to 
harmonized between them) except if the narration of seven years 
refers to the duration of his stay after his descension, which is to 
be added to his (initial) stay upon the earth before he was raised 
to the sky, his age being at that time thirty-three years as is well 


known.'** 


And Allah knows better. 


' See ‘Musnad al-Imam Abmad {2/406}, Ibn Haje has commented, ‘Its chain of 
transmission is Sahih’, See: ‘Fath ul-Bari’, (6/493), and ‘Sunan Abi Dawid’, ‘chapter 
concerning the Emergence of the Dayjal’ [11/456] with “Ayn u-Ma’ud’. 


'" See: ‘AL Nibayah-fi-gharibi-hadith’, [1/146] checking by Dr Taha Zaynee. 
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INDEX OF SECTS 


AHLU’L-KALAM: Adherents to speculative theology, people 
seeking to explain the articles and premises. of belief and to 
give evidences for them based on philosophy and logic. 


BATINIYYAH: A sect of the Shi‘a, the followets of Isma‘ll ibn 
Ja‘far. They were of the belief that the legal texts were merely 
superficial expressions carrying inner meanings that oppose 
what is outwardly understood of them, examples lie with 
their explanations of Paradise, Hell and the Last Day. 


HASHWIYYAH: A term frequently used by the innovators to 
refer to Ahlu’l-Sunnah, the Ahl’l-Hadith, those who affirmed 
the Attributes of Allah. The first to use this term was ‘Amr 
ibn “Ubaid al-Mu‘tazili who said that ‘Abdullah ibn “Umar ibn 
al-Khattab was a Hashwi. 


JABARIYYAH: Followers of the school of Jahm ibn Safwan in 
his belief that all actions are decreed by Allah and man has 


no control over them at all, instead he is forced to do what 
he does. 
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JAHMIYYAH: Followers of Jahm ibn Safwan in his denial of 
the Names and Attributes of Allah. 


KARRAMIYYAH: Followers of Muhammad ibn Karram (d. 
255H), they divided into many sub-sects and were famous 
for their likening of Allah to His creation (¢ashbih). 


MUTAKALLIMUN: Speculative Theologians, adherents to 
kalam. 


MU‘TAZILA: Followers of Wasil ibn ‘Ata’ al-Ghazzal who aban- 
doned the circles of Hasan al-Basti. They negated the At- 
tributes of Allah for fear of likening Him to His creation, 

~ yet affirmed His Names. From amongst their beliefs was that 
a petson who committed a major sin was neither a believer 
nor a disbeliever, rather of a station between the two sta- 
tions, but he would be consigned to Hellfire forever. They 
wete from the rank and file of the Mutakallimin and gave 
precedence to their intellects over the divine texts. 


QADARIYYAH: Those who held the belief that man has com- 
plete free will in all that he does and that Allah has no con- 
trol over him. 


QARAMITA: A sect holding the same belief as the Batiniyyah 


and followers of Maymitn ibn Daysan. 


FALASIFA: Those philosophers who promoted the ‘wisdom’ 
of the Greeks, the Greek philosophers who did not believe 
in the Resurrection as it is mentioned in the Book and Sunnah, 
not did they affirm the Names and Attributes of Allah. From 
amongst their leaders was Aristotle, the student of Plato and 
from amongst their latter proponents was al-Farabi and ibn 
sina. 
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INDEX OF ARABIC WORDS 


Awhya: plural of wal, friend, ally, loyal companion. From the 
word wilayab meaning ayeoe and closeness, the opposite of 
enmity. 


‘Ay: withholding the tongue from speaking, carefully consider- 
ing each word befote it is said. 


Barzakh: barrier, isthmus, A barrier that is erected between the 
deceased and this life preventing him from returning and a 
emi 3 Pp g ft He 
generic reference to the life that commences after death. 


Bid'ah: innovation, that which is newly introduced into the reli- 
gion of Allah. 


Daf weak; the hadith that is neither sahih nor hasan because it 
fails to meet one of their requirements. It is of varying de- 
grees of severity, the most severe of which being: mawdi’, 
eee | 


Dhikr: termembrance, recollection, cana referring the re- 
membrance of Allah. | 
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Du'a: supplication, invocation, it is an action of worship that 
may only be directed to Allah. It is of two types, supplica- 
tion through worship (du‘a tbadah) and supplication of re- 
quest (dua mas alah). The first type of du‘a can be understood 
when one understands that every act of worship is done with 
the unstated plea that Allah accept that action of worship 
and the desire to draw closer to him; and hence attain His 
pleasure. Hence every action of worship is a type of request 
to Allah. The second type of dv'a is whereby one explicitly 
asks his Lord of something such as ‘O Allah! Grant me good 
in this world and the Hereafter.’ The second type includes 

_ the first type and the first type necessitates the second type. 


Hadith: A text attributed to the Prophet (¥%) describing his ac- 
tions, words, descriptions and tacit approvals. It consists of 
two portions, the body of the text (ain) and the zsnad. Rarely 

_ the term is also used to refer to a text attributed to a Com- 
panion or a Tabi‘. 


Hifi x: pl. buffaz. Hadith Master, eomuenly referred to one who 
has memorised at least 100,000 hadiths. 


Hasan: good, fait. A hadith whose ésnad is continuously linked of 
just, morally upright narrators but whose precision (dab?) falls 
short of the requirements of the sahih hadith; containing no 
irregularity (shadb) and no hidden defect (7/a/). A hadith can 
be hasan in and of itself, or contain a defect but still be ruled 
to be so due to supporting evidences. 


Lhsan: bencaccuce excellence. To worship Allah as if one is see- 


ing Him, and knowing that even though one sees Him not, 


‘He sees the servant. 
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[khias: sincerity, to strip oneself of worshiping any besides Allah 
such that everything one does is performed only to draw 
closer to Him and for His pleasure. It is to purify ones ac- 
tions from any but the Creator having a share in them, from 
any defect or self-desire. The one who has true zkh/as (mukhits) 
will be free of mya’. 3 


‘Tim: knowledge. 


Iman: The firm belief, complete acknowledgement and accept- 
-ance of all that Allah and His Messenger have commanded 
to have faith in, submitting to it both inwardly and outwardly. 
It is the acceptance and belief of the heart that includes the 
actions of the heart and body, therefore it encompasses the 
establishment of the whole religion. This is why the Imams 
and Salaf used to say, ‘Faith is the statement of the heart and 
tongue, action of the heart, tongue and limbs.’ Hence it com- 
ptises statement, action and belief, it increases through obe- 
dience and decreases through disobedience. It includes the 
beliefs of faith, its morals and manners and the actions de- 
manded by it. 


Islam: sabmission, submitting to the will of Allah through fol- 
lowing His law as revealed upon the tongue of the Messen- : 


ger (We). 


Isnad: support. The chain of authorities on which a narration is 
based, linking the end narrator of a narration to the one it is 
attributed to, be it the Prophet 8) or anyone else, narrator 
_ by narrator. 


Iniba * following, technically referring to following the Sunnah 
of the Prophet (8). 
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‘Lyafah: the practice of divination through frightening birds, the 
sounds they make and the directions in which they fly. 


Jabiliyyah: Pre-Islamic Ignorance. Technically this refers to the 
condition of a people before the guidance of Allah reaches 
them, or the state of a people that prevents them from ac- 


cepting the guidance of Allah. 
Jabl: ignorance. 


Kalam: speech, discourse. Technically used to refer to dialectics 
and scholastic theology. | | 


Kujr: denial, rejection, hiding, technically referring to disbelief. 
It can be major (removing a person from the fold of Islam) 
ot minor (not removing a person from the fold of Islam). 


Majhul: anknown. A reference to a narrator from whom only one 
narrator narrates (wazhul al-‘ain) or whose state of precision 
(dab?) is unknown (majhul al-hal), such a narrator makes the 


isnad da7f. 


Ma'‘rifah: gnosis. Knowledge that is acted upon by the one who 
knows, the Gnostic of Allah is one who has knowledge of 
Allah, the path that leads to Allah and the pitfalls of that 
path. He is one who knows Allah, His Names, Attributes 
and Actions and then displays sdg and ikh/as towards Allah 
in all things. He works towards removing all despicable mot- 
als and mannerisms and has sabrin all of this. 


Matrik: abandoned. A narrator who is accused of lying, or makes 


many mistakes, or makes mistakes in ahadith that are agreed 
upon, or narrates from famous narrators that which those 
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Mungatt’: that hadith from which the narrator just before the Com- 
. panion has been omitted from its zsnad. 


_Muraqabah: self-inspection. The servant having the sure knowl- 
edge that Allah sees him in all circumstances and knows all 
that he is doing, as such the he does his utmost not to fall 
into the prohibited matters and to correct his own failings. 


Mursal: disconnected. A hadith whereby a 7abi7 narrates directly 
from the Prophet (g) without mentioning the Companion. 


In the view of the majority of Scholars it is a sub-category 
of daif. 


Mushaf: text of the Qur’an 
Qadr: Divine Decree and Destiny. 


Ouran: The actual Word of Allah revealed to the Prophet (#g) in 

the Arabic language through the medium of the Angel Gabriel 

and the greatest miracle bestowed him. It consists of 114 

_ chapters commencing with al-Fatihah and ending with an- 
Nas. | 


Riya: showing off, ostentation, an example of which lies in per- 
‘son beautifying actions of worship because he knows peo- 


~ ple are eee 


Ruqya: recitation used to cure an illness or sees It can eaty be 
done in the Arabic tongue, in words whose meaning is un- 
derstood, using verses of the Qur'an or supplications of the 


Prophet combined with the belief that it is only Allah who 
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in reality gives the cure. 


Sahib: correct, authentic. A hadith which has a continuously linked 
isnad, of just, morally upright and precise narrators; contain- 
ing no itregularity (shadb) or hidden defect (7/ah). Hence five 
conditions have to be met: the zsvad being continuously 
linked; the justice (‘ad/ of the narrator; the precision (dab?) 
of the narrator; its not being shadb; and its not containing an 
Wah. The hadith can be sahth in and of itself, or it can con- 
tain a defect but still be ruled to be sahih due to supporting 
evidences. 


Salaf: predecessors. Technically used to refer to the best genera- 
tions of Muslims, the first three generation: the Sapabah, the 
Tabiin and the Tab‘ Tabiun due to the hadith, ““The best of 
people are my generation, then the one that follows, then 
the one that follows.” | 


Sidg: truthfulness, the conformity of the inner to the outer such 

that the deeds and statements of the person do not belie his 
beliefs and vice-versa. Sidg is the foundation of faith and 
results in peace of mind, lying is the foundation of hypoc- 
risy and results in doubt and suspicion, and this is why the 
two can never co-exist without being at odds with each other. 
al-Junayd was asked as to whether ssdg and ikh/as were the 
same or different and he replied, “They are different, sedg is 
the root and zkh/as is the branch. Szdg is the foundation of 
everything and zkh/as only comes into play once one com- 
mences an action. Actions are only acceptable when they 
combine both.’ The one who has true sidg will be free of 
self-conceit. 


Shadb: irregular, odd. A hadith narrated by a trustworthy and pre- 
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cise narrator that contradicts the narrative of other narrators 
ot the narration of one more trustworthy and precise than 
him, provided that a reconciliation is not possible. 


Shirk: association, technically referring to directing a right that is 
due to Allah Alone to another object of creation, either com- 
pletely or partially. It can be major (removing a person from 
the fold of Islam) or minor (not removing a person from the 
fold of Islam). 


Sunnah: way, path. The actions, words, descriptions, commands, 
prohibitions and tacit approvals of the Prophet (). 


Labi'‘un: The generation following that of the Companions. 
Tab‘ Tabi'an: The generation following that of the 7abi‘an. 


Ladhs: deceit. An action of a narrator whereby he makes out that. 
he heard something from a particular narrator what he did 
not hear or conceals the identity of the one he is narrating 
from. In order to do so, he will use terms that are vague such 
as “‘such-and-such said’ .and ‘on the authority of such-and- 
such.’ The first type of Zads is blameworthy and constitutes 
a defect in the zsmad. The second is dependant upon exactly 
what was done and the motives of the narrator, it can be 

_ blameworthy or not. 


Taqwa: the basic meaning of which is setting a barrier between 
two things. This is why it is said that one z/aga with his shield, 
i.e. he set it as a barrier between him and the one who wished 
him evil. Therefore it is as if the one who has fagwa (muttaqi) 
has used his following the commands of Allah and avoiding 
His prohibitions as a barrier between himself and the Pun- 
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ishment. Hence he has preserved and fortified himself against 
the punishment of Allah through his obeying Him. 


Tawhid: unification, monotheism, the belief in the absolute One- 
ness of Allah. It is to believe that Allah Alone is the creator, 
nourisher, and sustainer of the worlds; it is to believe that 
Allah Alone deserves to be worshipped; and it is to believe 
that He has unique and perfect Names and Attributes that 
far transcend anything that one can imagine. 


Wahdatu-l+ Wujud: The unity of existence, the heretical belief that 
Allah is everywhere and everything. 


Yagi: certainty. It is to faith (Iman) what the soul is to the body, 
it is the soul to the actions of the heart which in turn formu- 
late the souls to the actions of the limbs and through it one 
attains the rank of Siddiq. From_yagin does tawakkul (abso- 
lute reliance in Allah) sprout and through yagin is all doubt, 
suspicion and worty dispelled and the heart filled with love, 
hope and fear of Allah. Yagin is of three levels, that which 
atises from knowledge (%/m al-yaqin), seeing (‘ain al-yaqin) and 
actual experience (baqq al-yaqin). 
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